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TAXES - TAXES AND MORE TAXES...

CANDIDATES ARE PROMISING PROPERTY TAX FREEZE - REAL WHAT THEY ARE PROPOSING ~ CAN IT WORK?

Durham - From Pickering to
Clarington the hot talk is
‘property taxes’. New candi-
dates are presenting their
version of how taxes may be
frozen and or cut back.
Read all about it here.

In Pickering, Councillor Lisa
Robinson, Mayoral candi-
date in a video released
explains, “Today, | am
launching Pickering recov-
ery plan. | will freeze the city
portion of the Pickering
property taxes for my entire
term as your new Mayor.

As a councillor | know
where your tax dollars are
going and | know where we
can save them without cut-
ting services. Families are
struggling. We all know this.
We went from $5 million in
debt last Christmas to
approximately 57.4 million in
debt right now. And if the
Seaton Recreation Complex
continues as approved a
$266 million project that
could easily be closer to
$300 million by the time
shovels hit the ground. Our
debt is projected to reach
approximately $331 million
by early 2027. It is estimat-
ed that if the city continues
to spend that property taxes
may go up as much as
11.71%.

In order to keep my word on
the cut of the city portion |
will also be looking at all
staff use of tax dollars.

| am going to end the prac-
tice that allows staff to
spend tens of thousands of
your tax dollars, sometimes
up to $100,000. without
even coming to council for
approval.

In order to achieve this my
first step will be a top-to-bot-
tom audit of every depart-
ment, every major expense,
every contract, and every
consultant.  There’ll be no
more automatic increases.
Out of Oshawa. Mayoral
candidate Michael Coons
has presented as part of his
literature a “0% Oshawa
Municipal Tax Increase.
First Budget, Your City
Portion.”

This rookie at politics has
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big ambitions to take on the
top job.

In his literature  he
explains...”"My first budget
as Mayor will deliver a 0%
City-driven increase on
Oshawa’s portion of the
property tax burden for the
average existing residential
property, while maintaining
current service levels and
protecting critical long-term
infrastructure.

Year two and beyond...
Extending this commitment
is my goal but it will only
happen if the City’s finances
make it achievable without
draining reserves, creating a
future tax spike, or putting
Oshawa’s long-term fiscal
health at risk.”

This last statement left
many critics and current
member of council scratch-
ing their heads.

As it says a lot but give little
in examples and particulars.
Coons, claim is only for the
first year and an undefinitive
course for the second, third
and fourth.

His arguments also fail to
address staff budgets and
short and long term projects
that have a direct impact on
budgets.

Coon continues in his litera-
ture with a 6 step plan.

“1. Plan Growth
Earlier...Build the housing
Oshawa need while coordi-
nating density, roads, tran-
sit, parking and infrastruc-
ture before foreseeable
problems become expen-
sive taxpayers problems.”
Critics have argued that
growth is something that is
mandated by the Province
and out of the Mayors
hands. Also road, trans-
portation, parking in part
and infrastructure is primari-
ly a regional matter.

In turn. He will not be able to
plan growth as growth is
coming to Oshawa no mat-
ter what the municipality
says.

His second plan ‘2. Fix
Downtown’s Root Problems.
Work with Durham Region,
the Province and service
providers to reduce the con-
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Practical.
Proven.

centration of major home-
lessness and addiction serv-
ices downtown and create a
better service model.....”

In other words he has no
real plan... as what he
describes is nothing more
than what the current
administration is doing.

Part three of his plan. “3.
Protect Jobs And Attract
Better Investment.

Protect existing industrial
and manufacturing employ-
ers, develop Northwood as
a serious employment area
and judge new investment
by the jobs infrastructure
demands and long term
value it brings Oshawa.”
Critics have argues that this
point has no merit and the
candidate is fishing for
ideas. He fails to recognize
some sort of schedule to
attack business that would
soften the cost of hydro,
rents, taxes.

Business are not coming to
Oshawa because of the
taxes, lack of support from
the City and the cost of
doing business.

Coons makes no mention of
going after GM to recooper-
ate cost for the environmen-
tal mess they have left
Oshawa in.

Further more. Coons fails to
acknowledge the historical
agreement that GM has the
rights to the lands they enjoy
as long as the produce one
car a year.

GM knows that they sit on
million if not billions of real
estate and this is the pri-
mary reason they do not pull
out completely. A new
mayor should understand
the historical aspect of GM
and demand that they either
give the city back the lands
or bring real jobs as in the
past to the tune of nothing
less than 40,000.
Inexperienced candidates
fail to recognize this pot of
gold and therefore rely on
make believe plans.

Part four. “4. Take Care Of
What We Already Own.
Prioritize  roads, parks,
schools, facilities and infra-
structure based on condi-
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tion, safety, use and lifecycle
costs. Coordinate related
projects and pursue outside
funding ....... "

Critics argue that this new
candidate has a huge learn-
ing curve before him.

Part 4 is nothing short of
filler and fails to take into
consideration that what the
City owns is an asset.

Part five. “5. Build Around
Oshawa’s Real Identity.
Protect genuine heritage
and build on Columbus,
Windfields, Northern
Dancer, downtown culture
and the waterfront.....”
Critics claim that in Coon’s
Plan 5 section clearly shows
his lack of municipal under-
standing... As previous
administration have clearly
crushed any chance of
revivals or preservation.”
Plan Six. ‘Plan 6 - A City
Hall That Plans Ahead....”
Coon’s talks about about
staff/planning and emer-
gency planning. Critics see
five and six as nothing short
of an attempt to fluff his plan
that is not really a plan.
With these observation. Is
his plea to cut to any tax a
reality or just a rookies mis-
understanding of the munic-
ipal system and it's inner
workings?

Time will tell.

In  Clarington. Former
Mayor John Mutton explains
the theory behind wanting to
cut taxes. He explains, “You
can’t reduce municipal prop-
erty taxes that it's. How
could they possibly go
down? When we have
salaries that go up every
year. Well let be first tell
you. That assumption would
be correct if you were actu-
ally dealing with zero-based
budgeting and with items
that you should be paying
for rather than what you
shouldn’t be paying for.
There is so much egregious
spending and extra spend-
ing in the Municipal Budget
for non-mandated items. So,
I’'m going to give you a cou-
ple of examples under the
Police Services Act. They're
not mandated to have a
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police marching band.
There’s money that goes to
that. I've just given you that
as example. It is up to the
residents to say, yeah, we
would like to have this in the
budget. Now, to tourism and
economic. Development
are supposed to be done at
one level of government. In

this case it under the
regional municipality of
Durham Act. However |

believe it should be done at
the lower tier the local level.
So that means that the eight
municipalities in Durham
Region would be running
their own, cause you to elim-
inate economic develop-
ment and tourism at the
regional level. There’s also
the grant policy. It's another
discretionary item. The
municipalities don’t have to
provide grans for everything.
So if you're trying to get a lid
on taxes and you’re trying to
tell me that oh it's impossi-
ble for taxes to hold the line
or for taxes to go down.

No, no, no, no you just don'’t
understand it. The way to
understand it is once you
start at net zero then you're
in a position to say we're
only going to raise taxes at
the point of inflation or with
salary related bargaining
unit increases. But there’s
no way that we're at a point
of zero increases.

But there’'s no way that we
we’re at a point zero based
budgeting or zero base right
now. So all you folks that

are out there saying it's
impossible to hold the line in
taxes. You don’t have any
clue what you're talking
about.”

Three different point of view
on the same issue. Are
these tax freeze possible.
Are these empty campaign
promises or do they actually
carry merit in the best inter-
est of the voters.

In the Pickering model you
have a seasoned council
member telling you it can be
done and she tells you how
she will accomplish such
task.

In the Oshawa model you
have a rookie at politics pre-
senting a wish list more than
a solid plan of action to
achieve his claim.

In the Clarington model you
have a former mayor with
extensive political experi-
ence tell you that it an
impossible unless you take
drastic action to cut.

The question. Can
Pickering survive the back-
lash from staff, unions and
department heads when it
comes to budgetary increas-
es?

Can the Oshawa candidate
learn the ropes quick
enough to realize that he will

have to endure fellow
coUncil members, staff,
union leaders. Is he up to

the challenge from a candi-
date with no real municipal
experience. Time will tell.
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