
AJAX, ON — June 17, 2026 
— As Derek Cornelius takes 
the field for Canada, his 
hometown is honouring one of 
its own. On Thursday, June 
18, the Town of Ajax will unveil 
Derek Cornelius Square, cel-
ebrating the Ajax-raised mem-
ber of Canada’s Men’s 
National Team, and host a 
free watch party as Canada 
faces Qatar at the FIFA World 
Cup™.  
 
Ajax Council voted on June 
16 to temporarily rename the 
square for the tournament. 
The 5:30 p.m. ceremony at 55 
Bayly Street features formal 
remarks, the unveiling of a 
new chalk mural renaming the 
square, and a video message 
from Cornelius. His sister will 
accept on the family’s behalf 
before the big-screen watch 
party.  
 
For GTA fans, the renamed 
Derek Cornelius Square is a 
place to watch Canada close 
to home. Matchday screen-
ings June 18 and 24 are free, 
open to all and an opportunity 
to take in the action on the big 
screen alongside fellow fans.  
 
“Derek Cornelius’ journey 
from Ajax to the international 
stage is an incredible source 
of pride for our community,” 
said Shaun Collier, Mayor and 
CEO, Town of Ajax. 
“Renaming this space in his 
honour celebrates not only his 
achievements, but also the 
dedication, perseverance and 
hometown spirit he repre-
sents. We’re excited to bring 
residents and visitors together 
at Derek Cornelius Square to 
cheer on Team Canada and 
celebrate this historic 
moment.”   
 
Medallion built the square as 
a place for the community to 
gather — and this week it 
becomes exactly that, as the 
town comes together to cheer 
one of its own on the world’s 
stage. 
 

“When Medallion built Pat 
Bayly Square, we hoped it 
would become a hub for our 
residents and the residents of 
Ajax to gather,” said Yvonne 
Yorke, Regional Property 
Manager, Medallion 

Corporation. “Seeing the 
community come together to 
cheer on Derek is exactly 
what we hoped for. We’re 
proud to present free events 
so families can celebrate 
close to home.”
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