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DRPS COMBATS HUMAN TRAFFICKING

OPEN YOUR EYES

.

"

e

93% of Human Sex Trafficking victims are

Canadian citizens.

Trafficking violations in Cana

ccur in

Nearly 2/3 of police reported :ﬂnan Sex

Ontario.

Average age of i uman Sex
Trafficking is 13 years old.

On World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons, the
Durham Regional Police
Service (DRPS) is raising
awareness about human
trafficking and reaffirming its
commitment to protecting
victims, supporting sur-
vivors, and holding offend-
ers accountable.

Between 2021 and 2025,
the DRPS Human
Trafficking Unit conducted
1,332 investigations involv-
ing elements of human traf-
ficking, identifying 531
accused persons and per-
sons of interest, laying 754
human trafficking-related
charges, and assisting
1,175 individuals at risk of
exploitation and victims of
human trafficking.

During June and July 2026,
DRPS participated in a
province-wide, multi-agency
and multi-jurisdictional
human trafficking enforce-
ment initiative alongside 18
police services and victim
services organizations from
across Ontario. The coordi-
nated effort, led by Peel
Regional Police, focused on
identifying individuals at risk
of exploitation, connecting
them with supports, and
strengthening investigative
partnerships across jurisdic-
tions. As a result of the initia-
tive:

98 individuals involved in
the sex trade were identified
and offered and/or facilitated
access to appropriate social
services and community
supports.

A coordinated investiga-

Matt Cardwell is with Glenda Cardwell in
Downtown Whitby

It was another awesome experience spending time in the
dunk tank on Saturday at the Downtown Whitby BIA Home
Sweet Home Festival. We were raising money for individu-
als and families who are experiencing homelessness.
Thank you to everyone in the community who participated
and came together for an important cause.

| am excited to see the fundraising results and how we did
versus Mayor Roy, MP Ryan Turnbull and MPP Lorne Coe.

tive response was estab-
lished among human traf-
ficking investigators across
Ontario.

Multiple ongoing human
trafficking  investigations
were initiated.

Intelligence gathering and
information sharing were
enhanced to strengthen
future enforcement and vic-
tim support efforts.

Human trafficking remains
one of the most underreport-
ed crimes in Canada and
often targets vulnerable indi-
viduals through manipula-
tion, coercion, fear, and con-
trol. Victims frequently know
their traffickers, making it
difficult to seek help or
escape exploitative situa-
tions.

Through partnerships with
victim services organiza-
tions and police agencies

across the province, DRPS
continues to work toward
identifying victims, disrupt-
ing trafficking networks, and
ensuring survivors have
access to the resources
they need.

"This initiative demonstrates
the importance of collabora-
tion in addressing human
trafficking," said Deputy
Chief Ryan Connolly. "By
working together across
jurisdictions and alongside
victim services profession-
als, we can better identify
those at risk, support sur-
vivors, and strengthen
investigations targeting
those who seek to exploit
vulnerable individuals.
Human trafficking has no
boundaries, and neither
should our response."

Anyone who may be experi-
encing exploitation, or who
has information about

human trafficking, is encour-
aged to contact police. In
Durham Region, individuals
can report information to
DRPS at 1-888-579-1520.
In an emergency, call 9-1-1.
Support is also available
through the Canadian
Human Trafficking Hotline at
1-833-900-1010.For more
information on the signs of
human trafficking visit:
stopht.com

Participating Police Services

Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP), Anishinabek Police
Service, Barrie  Police
Service, Belleville Police
Service, Brantford Police
Service, Cornwall Police
Service, Durham Regional
Police Service, Guelph
Police  Service, Halton
Regional Police Service,

Hamilton Police Service,
Kingston Police, London
Police Service, North Bay

Police Service, Peel
Regional Police, Greater
Sudbury Police Service,
South Simcoe Police

Service, Waterloo Regional
Police Service, Woodstock
Police Service, and York
Regional Police.

Participating Victim Services
Organizations

Victim services profession-
als from Peel Region, York
Region, Durham Region,
and the City of Hamilton col-
laborated throughout the ini-
tiative, providing support
and resources to individuals
identified during the opera-
tion.

This collaborative, multi-
jurisdictional approach
strengthens the ability of law
enforcement and community
partners to identify traffick-
ing activity, support victims,
and detect offenders as they
move between jurisdictions.
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Keep Intruders Out!

Our 3-Point Locking system
and indestructible stainless
steel screen protects you and
what matters most!

Unobstructed
view with full
ventilation

Heavy duty
stainless steel
hinges

High tensile .035

inless steel woven
{+ mesh held with our
patented multi-point
clamping system

Dual rubber
weather stripping &
bottom brush
sweep

Protect Your Home & Family
* SAFE-T-SCREEN DOORS & WINDOWS

* WINDOW GUARDS

* RETRACTABLE SCREENS
* SECURITY GATES & ACCESSORIES

* PEACE OF MIND

GIVE US YOUR BEST SHOT

2000 2151 TE:

Every year we set up a SAFE-T
and give visitors an opportu
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Scarborough, ON
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come home to.

Practical leadership. Real opportunity. A neighbour at

the council table.
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416-477-2658

metalexdoors.com
info@metalexsecurity.com

-SCREEN BASH PANEL
nity to “BASH IN” our screen

- - — Watch the video: WWW-metalexdoors.cbm
416.638.2539  SHOWROOM: 9 Bertrand Ave,,

Proudly providing security in the GTA since 1986

ROCKGLASS

See my full platform —

Meloche4Pickering.ca

john@Meloche4Pickering.ca

OCTOBER 26

VOTE MONDAY,




