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Durham Regional Police Service Stand 
Tall Against Human Trafficking 

 
On Thursday February 19th members of the DRPS Human Trafficking Unit in conjunction 
with community partners from the HT Coalition of Durham Region hosted a pop-up aware-
ness event at the Oshawa Centre.  
  This event was in support of National Human Trafficking Day and allowed officers and com-
munity partners to provide education and awareness around this issue. More than 200 com-
munity members stopped in to chat with our officers.   
Human Trafficking takes many forms.   Recently across Durham Region the number of miss-
ing youth between 14 - 18 have increased.   
 Youth primarily from the Black community have just disappeared without a trace.   Also with 
the increase in the drug trade.  Women have been recruited through various chat sites to 
work in prostitution.   Others have been forced to work in the sex trade in exchange for pro-
tection against immigration enforcement.   The 401 has become a gateway from Windsor to 
Ottawa for all kinds of illegal movement.  Normally these organizations will shift from one 
location to another making it hard for police to prosecute.   Across Durham Region the push 
to prosecute has intensified. 
Durham Regional Police Service (DRPS) said in 2025, its Human Trafficking Unit investigat-
ed 231 incidents. “As a result, 192 victims or at-risk individuals were identified and provided 
with services,” police said. On February 23, 2026 Durham Regional Police Service (DRPS) 
said in 2025, DRPS Human Trafficking (HT) Unit investigated 231 incidents that involved 
elements of human trafficking. “Of these incidents, 192 individuals (95 under 18 years of 
age) were assisted/provided services, either due to their involvement in human trafficking or 
their risk of becoming involved in human trafficking-related activity. As a result of these 
investigations, 183 charges were laid, and 86 accused/people of interest were identified, 
police said on Sunday – Human Trafficking Awareness Day.


