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I can’t believe I’m writing this 
but here we go 

By Councillor Lisa Robinson 
 

 
Next time you’re at the grocery store, ask yourself: is 
the meat and dairy you’re purchasing real… or is it 
cloned? 
Most Canadians have no idea that our federal gov-
ernment has quietly opened the door to cloned ani-
mals in our food supply. 
Health Canada has reclassified cloned beef and 
dairy so they are no longer considered “novel foods.” 
That single decision removed the requirement for 
pre-market safety reviews, public notification, and 

labeling — leaving the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the very agency respon-
sible for enforcing food safety and labeling, with almost no authority to intervene. 
The CFIA is the same agency that didn’t hesitate to kill healthy ostriches — no tests, no 
proof, no concern for whether the animals were sick or healthy. And now? With cloned meat, 
they don’t even need to approve whether it’s safe for humans to eat. Think about that. The 
very agency that treated living creatures like disposable objects is now deciding what we put 
on our plates — and they don’t have to show us a single shred of evidence that it’s safe. If 
they couldn’t care about birds, why should we trust them with people? 
If Health Canada doesn’t require labels, then the CFIA can’t enforce them. 
Let me be very clear: cloned beef and dairy products from cloned cattle — and their offspring 
— can now legally enter our grocery stores. There are no labels, no warnings, and no way 
for Canadians to know what they’re buying or eating. 
And the most disturbing part? We don’t even know if it’s already on our shelves. Health 
Canada has not told the public when the change officially took effect — and since there’s no 
labeling or tracking, there’s no way to verify what’s already in circulation. 
They say it’s “safe.” But this isn’t about safety anymore — it’s about transparency, ethics, 
and trust. 
Cloning is not natural. It’s a laboratory process that copies an animal’s DNA to create a 
genetic duplicate. Many cloned animals suffer from deformities, reproductive issues, and 
shortened lifespans. Even the surrogates that carry them face complications. 
So instead of increasing oversight, our government quietly removed it. Instead of warning 
Canadians, they decided we didn’t need to know. 
WTF Canada — time to start paying attention. Do you think this is transparency?  
I bet the majority of Canadians — maybe 60 to 70% — have no idea this is even happening. 
And a good chunk would probably call it a “conspiracy theory” while reading this post. Year 
a little research will prove it’s truth. This is deception, plain and simple   Canadians deserve 
to know what we’re putting on our tables and feeding our families. Health Canada made the 
decision. The bullies, I mean the CFIA will enforce it. And the Canadian people are left com-
pletely in the dark. 
Time to open your eyes and start paying attention my friends, Because no government 
should ever decide that the truth belongs to them — and not to the people. 
Kind regards,  Lisa Robinson 
“The People’s Councillor” City of Pickering“Strength Does Not Lie In The Absence Of Fear, 
But In The Courage To Face It Head On And Rise Above It” - Lisa Robinson 2023

 

Lisa Robinson 
PICKERING CITY COUNCILLOR 

THE REALITIES OF THE CLOWARD-PIVEN STRATEGY 
AND IT’S EFFECT ON CANADIAN SOCIETY 

  
THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH WE LIVE are very often designed to favour particular 
outcomes, whether we realize it or not.  Quite recently, I came across an online discussion 
about what is referred to as the Cloward-Piven Strategy, being a process for social and 
political manipulation – and a topic that has since led me to examine more thoroughly the 
degree to which this initiative may exist in Canadian society.  In this week’s column, I will 
share with you some of what I've learned. 
 
The Cloward-Piven Strategy is a political and social blueprint that aims to create a crisis, 
both politically and within our welfare system. The aim is to force radical social change 
and an increasing dependency on government.  In recent years, this has included the 
establishment of a guaranteed minimum income – a topic most Canadians have by now 
either read or heard about.  
The strategy was outlined in a 1966 article entitled "The Weight of the Poor: A Strategy to 
End Poverty," published in the ‘The Nation’ magazine by two American sociologists and 
political activists, Richard Cloward and Frances Piven. The central idea of their thesis is 
to encourage mass enrollment into social welfare programs to the point of overloading the 
administrative and fiscal capacities that support them. 
 
What that basically points to is a calculated effort, over time, to mobilize the ‘poor’ and so-
called ‘marginalized’ groups in our communities to apply for all the benefits to which 
they’re entitled. The resulting flood of claims would strain local bureaucracies and budg-
ets, leading to a breakdown in their ability to function properly. In theory, this would compel 
governments at various levels to intervene with a much bolder solution, such as a guar-
anteed minimum income provided by the state.  As we know, this would result in a massive 
redistribution of wealth in our country – and add a frightening new level of dependency. 
For decades, Canadians have witnessed an ongoing expansion in Provincial welfare rolls, 
however, the concept of a guaranteed minimum income has yet to be implemented – 
regardless of the efforts made by social activists. I would argue that such a program 
would, primarily, encourage many thousands of unemployed people across this country to 
simply rely on government handouts manifestly designed to promote a socialist agenda. 
Stay with me, because there’s much more behind the ideals that form the basis of such 
an economic and political theory – ideals that go well beyond a guaranteed minimum 
income. 
 
Some of the more worthwhile commentary I have read on social media suggests the 
Cloward-Piven Strategy is right now being implemented by our federal government in 
ways I hadn’t previously considered. 
It begins with programs put in place during the Covid pandemic, those that included mas-
sive government stimulus spending, including the Canada Emergency Response Benefit 
(CERB), which gave more than eight million Canadians free money with no strings 
attached. Some say desperate times call for desperate measures, however, there’s an 
argument to be made that CERB was in fact part of a broader agenda, one that helped to 
create an additional dependency on programs that allowed the federal government to gain 
more control.  Justin Trudeau and his cabinet appeared ready and eager to raise our 
national debt to the point of bankruptcy-by-design, even under the guise of keeping our 
national economy temporarily afloat. 
Another example to be considered is the Liberals’ radical climate agenda that began 
affecting Canadian energy producers as major banks stopped issuing loans to oil and gas 
firms unless they complied with net-zero targets. With fuel prices soaring, we faced his-
toric inflation, and food banks across the country reported record demand as the cost of 
groceries increased roughly 30 per cent between 2020 and 2025.  This, too, helps to cre-
ate a dependency never before seen, as individuals from coast to coast still struggle to 
feed their families and are more often starting to look to government for assistance. 
On a larger scale, our now-Prime Minister Mark Carney spoke at the Vatican in 2019 in 
support of the Council for Inclusive Capitalism, a group designed to unite global corpora-
tions, financial institutions, and the Catholic Church under a single moral-economic frame-
work. His message was clear: Loyalty must shift from traditional institutions to a central-
ized system where authority is dictated by economic compliance. 
 
At the same time, there appears to be a movement dedicated to the creation of an even 
greater permanent dependency on the State through what is known as ‘programmable 
money’.  Our Prime Minister has been seen as one of the most vocal international advo-
cates for Central Bank Digital Currencies. In a speech given at a gathering of the Bank for 
International Settlements, Mark Carney suggested the future of ‘money’ will be program-
mable and trackable, and that its purpose must include support for what international 
agencies see as ‘sustainable’ development. 
In October 2023, the Bank of Canada began pilot testing a central bank digital currency, 
and our Prime Minister helped to advise that effort. If implemented, this programmable 
currency would allow the government to freeze accounts, limit purchases, and control 
every financial transaction – in theory.  What is not mere theory but rather factual evidence 
is the swiftness of action taken by the federal Liberals to freeze the bank accounts of pro-
testers they simply didn’t agree with. Those “financial incapacitation” measures by which 
individuals seen at a protest were subjected to bank account freezes and auto insurance 
cancellation decrees - all without a court order or even notice and a chance to respond - 
were ultimately deemed by the courts to be unlawful.  The actions taken by then-Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and his cabinet remain as one of the most glaring examples of 
government overreach in Canadian history.   
   
Additionally, many Western leaders across the globe appear to have loyalties more con-
nected to the World Economic Forum, the United Nations, and other unelected global 
institutions than to national sovereignty and the maintenance of individual freedoms. 
The future is full of doubt, particularly for Canada, as in recent days our federal govern-
ment has brought forward a budget that forecasts a total debt of $1.347-trillion in 2025-26, 
while at the same time offering up additional spending in excess of $140-billion over five 
years.  
 
When taken as a whole, these and other government initiatives that tear down the rights 
and freedoms of the individual can only succeed when a community of citizens is itself cor-
rupted into almost complete dependency. 
This is the Cloward-Piven strategy in full force.

Chasing the Clock  
 The Universal Anxiety Which 

Surrounds Loss of Time 
By Camryn Bland 
Youth Columnist 

  Everyone is given the same 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week, and 365 
days in a year. Yet, each individual chooses to spend those moments differ-
ently, shaped by personal goals, motivations, and circumstances. These 
moments make up more than one hour or day; they become our entire lives, 
second by second, whether we recognizeit or not. 

This reality of time can be viewed with either calm acceptance or anxious worry. 
Some individuals believe time is in abundance, that a few productive hours justify rest without pur-
pose. However, many others fear the end of the day, concluding time slips away much too quickly. 
In a better system, I do not believe we would ever be confined to a 24 hour day. I am constantly par-
alyzed by the cl0ck, wondering how much of my unachievable workload I can get through before the 
clock strikes midnight. Although everyone shares the same 24 hour day, personal situations make 
each day distinct. While I study, a classmate is unable to do the same because she has to manage 
her family, while another can barely get out of bed. 
I know I am extremely fortunate to have the control which I do. I am able to choose the classes I 
study in and pursue activities which were chosen to better my future. Yet, despite the advantages, 
these choices overwhelm me. I want to manage everything, take extra courses, participate in every 
extracurricular, and master hundreds 
of skills. Doing it all is impossible, yet I hold a menu of possibilities which I am tooindecisive to 
choose from. I feel my only option is to order everything or nothing at all. I chase goals without under-
standing why, save money with no budget, study with no expectation. I spend such a large portion 
of my life working towards milestones I can’t explain, goals set with no real intentions. The clock 
keeps moving forward while I keep working, yet I don’t trust the direction either of us are heading 
towards. One day it may strike midnight, and I’ll realize I never wanted this in the first place. 
My combination of action and uncertainty can be closely related to the ideal “hustle culture,” as I am 
surrounded by others who seem so self-assured. People describe their non-stop days, every 
moment seemingly purposeful. Although this idea is clearly flawed, it continues to drain my motiva-
tion, setting an unattainable standard. This has created a need for action, even when the action lacks 
meaning. 
Somewhere along the way, time stopped being a gift and became a to-do list. We measure our worth 
by how many boxes we can check off, or how efficiently we use each hour. Rest, relaxation, and 
enjoyment never make it on the list, as they are never a priority. I sit, staring at the clock tick like sand 
running through my fingers, unable to catch a single grain. I fear it may be gone before I can prevent 
it, I know it is impossible to stop it. I may dictate my activities, but I will be forever confined to a day 
without enough time. The reality and illusion of control leaves me powerless, understanding I plan 
for something that was never meant to be mastered. 
The thought of looking back and regretting my past terrifies me. Every action is irreversible, every 
decision final. How many social events will I sacrifice for work, or assignments will I miss because of 
social events? Minor choices feel detrimental, and all regrettable. No matter which of the endless 
options I choose, none are correct. 
No matter which way I spin it, this anxiety is futile. I can not control every second, cannot plan the 
rest of my life. If I continue to attempt this, I will miss the moments in between the days, the seconds 
filled with happiness instead of intention. 
The point of a day isn’t to micro-manage and panic, but to experience and learn. As long as we spend 
our lives thriving to our own standards, then maybe our time is okay. Maybe, the point isn’t to fill every 
second, but to feel it. The only way to make full use of our time is to find a balance between 
micro-managing and apathy. We must plan what we can to make our days most worthwhile, but not 
sacrifice the little moments of rest. We need to stop chasing the moments not meant for perfection, 
and instead live inside of the opportunities they present. We cannot control the clock, cannot make 
it stop ticking. However, we can take control in a different way; we can fill each second, hour, and 
day with balance which makes life worth living.


