December 23rd ~ 29th, 2025
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Friday: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am - 7:00pm Sunday: 9:00am - 6:00pm

NOW UBER HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
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Durham
Regional
Council
approves 2026
water supply
and sanitary
sewer user rates

Whitby, Ontario — Durham
Regional  Council has
approved the 2026 Water
Supply and Sanitary Sewer
User Rates, with a combined
increase of 5 per cent, or
approximately $5.24 per
month for an average house-
hold.

This increase supports
accelerated infrastructure
needs to meet provincial
housing targets, ongoing
maintenance and operation
of the water supply and san-
itary sewer systems, and
several major projects
including upgrades and
expansion of the Whitby
Water Supply Plant, and
upgrades at the Corbett
Creek and Courtice Water
Pollution Control Plants.

The approved user rates will
take effect on January 1,
2026. Continued investment
in the aging municipal water
system is required to protect
public health and the water
environment to meet obliga-
tions under the Safe
Drinking Water Act and the
Ontario Water Resource Act.

Durham water and sanitary
sewer rates are below the
average rate for large
Ontario municipalities and
are reviewed on an annual
basis, with recommenda-
tions made to Regional
Council in December. For
more information on Durham
Region’s water and sanitary
sewer user rate increase
and the 2026 consolidated
water supply and sanitary
sewerage systems business
plans and budget, Vvisit
durham.ca/budget.
Information about Durham
Region’s water and sanitary
sewer system is available at
durham.ca/WaterAndSewer.

“Safe drinking water and the
protection of our water envi-
ronment are essential to
daily life. Continued invest-
ment in these efficient and
effective Regional services
ensures we deliver safe, reli-
able, and financially sustain-
able solutions for our resi-
dents and growing communi-
ties as mandated by the
Province of Ontario in the
Clean Water Act.”

— John Henry, Regional
Chair and CEO, Region of
Durham

DRPS increasing police presence at Jewish gathering
spaces in wake of Australia attack

Durham police want to make sure the Jewish community feels safe and supported following the attack at a Hanuukah event

in Austrailia.

They’re increasing their presence around synagogues, Jewish community centres and Hanuukah events across the region.

In a statement on X, the force says their thoughts are with the victims, their families and members of the Jewish community

during this difficult time.

They say they will continue proactive patrols at places of worship and gathering spaces. The statement added while there
is no known threat at this time, police are staying vigilant and continuing to work closely with community partners.

If you notice any suspicious activity or have any concerns, you can call police at 905-579-1520, which is their non-emer-

gency line. If it's an emergency, you should call 911.
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1 A Weekly Column by Dean Hickey

’&i | THE FINAL TAKE O&N

‘l%"“m AN UNVARNISHED LOOK AT THE MANY
W+ SOCIAL & POLITICAL ISSUES OF OUR TIME...

+* THE MAYOR’S TALE ***

‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
AND ALL OF COUNCIL WAS THERE
A short story written by Dean Hickey

One wiglit in December, as the snow deid fall
We sat nound the clamber an Clrnistmas Eve
To diseass a matter you mast surnely believe
But to do as a cowncd, what wo-oune ewjoys;
To nemacn together long cute the night

To consider that which to me seemed right!
What follows o as much as 7 can necall
Oy the contnibutions made by ws all

Ao we arngued, debated and got worked wp
Libe actons on the stage of a drama club.
But cn the end as you will saon see

Se without junthern ads, 7 will recownt
Ttose obostacles we came to swrmonnt.

MAYOR DAN CARTER

For there's miles to go before this wight ends.
] trast you'ne all well, and 7 bave to say
Tte fact moot are lene lias made my day!
7 see Councillor Neal lias agacin stayed liome
To join in oun guest, on lis teleplione,

But that o bis loss, for le o not wear

To enjoy the punch 9 lhave brought to cleen
Ttose wha liave acted on a diffenent scale,
Aud noa that you've each taken your seat
TU move a motion that's an absslute treat.
Tt's a sont of pledge on the pant of ws all,
To take otock of ownelves, and to stand tall
Ao we sthow the wold who we neally are
By casting away old liabits to places afar,
HAud cn taking on a fresh state of mind
Tte lites of wliich co often larnd to find.
Ttenefore with the power 7 woc possess,

7 as Mayor do liere and now frofess

To offer upp a motion by myself alone
Wethout a seconder, as may be shown

By the Strong MWlayors legislation

97 do willingly wse without lbesitation.

COUNCILLOR NICHOLSON

Ve, Wayor, 7 da abject to what you say,
For 7 liave been liene many a day

And never biave 7 seen a Mayor so been
To nide all ouer that which even le

9 nése o a poiut of onder to formly object
To the methods being wsed to project

On this moot precious wight of the year.
9 tiave senved for fornty yearns wow,

And nevern lave 7 seen just lioow

Tbio type of wnilatenal action

Tbar seeme to wocw be in fasthion,

Could possibly liclp ws in our guest

To make decisions that are the beot.
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