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72,000 more peopleNeighbrouhood coming to Pickering

Pickering’s planning and development committee will consider plans for a new neighbourhood expected to bring 72,000 people to
northeast Pickering. A new urban community expected to bring more than 70,000 people to northeast Pickering could get the green
light next month. On March 2, the planning and development committee will consider a proposal, known as the Northeast Pickering
Secondary Plan, to create a new community in the area generally bounded by Eighth Concession Road to the north, Lake Ridge
Road to the east, Highway 7 to the south and Westney Road to the west. If approved, it will go to council for a final decision on
March 23. The area spans 1,763 hectares and is expected to house 72,000 people and provide 9,700 jobs. The controversial pro-
posal comes three years after Durham Regional council chose to open the area for development, despite concerns raised by
regional own staff after the lengthy Envision Durham planning review.

The land sits outside of the Greenbelt, but is considered farmland. The Carruthers Creek headwaters are located in the area, and
critics say it could pose a problem to residents living downstream. After Durham council decided to go ahead with the developer-
recommended growth scenario, the land designation was approved by the provincial government and is now classified as “2051
Urban Expansion Areas.” The province expects Durham Region to have 1.3 million people and 460,000 jobs by 2051.

The committee will consider amending Pickering’s official plan to permit a range of uses, including residential, commercial, employ-
ment, schools and community centres, along with plans to protect the natural environment.

According to a notice from the city, the plan will provide guidance for future planning, financial and engineering exercises that must
be completed before construction begins.

OPG refutes claim that Darlington was late and over-budget

Ontario Power Generation (OPG) refuted claims by Ontario Clean Air Alliance that the Darlington refurbishment project was
delayed and over-budget. “Stephen Lecce [Ontario Energy Minister] says Darlington was ‘on budget and ahead of schedule’. OPG’s
own filings say it's at least 25 per cent over budget and needs 6 more years. The truth matters,” said the alliance. In response,
OPG said: “False. With construction completed, OPG’s $12.8 billion Darlington Refurbishment is returning to service ahead of
schedule and under budget. “The additional work you mention was never part of the refurbishment project — rather, like any piece
of critical infrastructure, Darlington will continue to receive ongoing investment and maintenance to ensure safe and efficient oper-
ation,” it said.
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Lorne Coe

Last Saturday, | had the pleasure of attending the SafeHope Home Gala in support of the vital work being done to protect and
empower individuals and families in our community.

It was great to be joined by my colleagues, the Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services,
and Monica Ciriello, MPP for Hamilton Mountain and Parliamentary Assistant to the Attorney General, whose attendance reflects
our government’s ongoing commitment to supporting vulnerable Ontarians.

| would like to especially recognize Jasmine De Fina, Executive Director of SafeHope Home, for her exceptional leadership.
Jasmine’s dedication, compassion, and vision continue to make a profound difference in the lives of those SafeHope serves.

| am proud to stand with SafeHope Home and support their important mission in our community.
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In an age of misinformation and shrinking newsrooms, your
support for credible journalism has never mattered more.

According to the 2024 Digital News Reports by the Reuters
Institute, 52% of Canadians say they’re willing to pay for trust-
ed news - yet only 15% actually do.

This gap threatens... the sustainability of local news organi-
zations like ours who work every day to report with integrity,
accountability, and a deep connection to our community.

Other countries are stepping up:

Norway: 40% pay for news

Sweden: 31% pay for news

Australia: 21% pay for news

Finland: 20% pay for news

Even United States out performs Canada’s support of journal-
ism, with 22% of readers who pay for news.

Canada shouldn’t fall behind

Local journalism keeps communities informed, connected,
united and empowered. It shines a light on the issues that
matter most - your schools, your streets, your stories.

By subscribing, you're not just getting access to trusted local
news - you're helping preserve a vital public service.

CHOOSE TRUTH
CHOOSE FACTS
CHOOSE LOCAL JOURNALISM

Municipalities have opted for online posting with catastrophic
failure. Every week you are missing out on important local
information that affect your daily life.

Municipalities are forcing taxpayers to go on line.
Taxpayers are not responding due to a series of realities:
Cost of Internet

Cost of purchasing computer/cell phone.

Lack of knowledge on use of technology.

Complex web pages full of pop-ups.

Lack of time to sit in front of a computer.

Internet is infested with all kinds of algorithms that track you.
Internet is very specific and not broad enough for public.

By supporting your local newspaper you are uniting the com-
munity around a trusted local news source.

Your support, supports local businesses and creates an
atmosphere of community. Your support sends a real mes-
sage to your municipality that you demand arms length
accountability.

Your local newspaper is written and published by journalist
that live and work in the community. Community members
that you can trust.

Today, even major network news sources have fallen to bias
reporting due to political interests.

Your local community newspaper is different. Your local jour-
nalist bring you articles that matter to you and your family.
Demand that your municipality publish in your local paper.

WITHOUT SUPPORT TRUTH HAS NO PLATFORM

Subscribe Today!!!




