
DURHAM - There are 
rumors circulation that there 
is plan to bring a mega data 
facility to Durham and is 
being kept in the back burn-
ers due to the possible polit-
ical flack it could bring any-
one promoting or suggest-
ing such project 
What is a mega data facility: 
A data center is a physical 
facility or building used to 
house groups of computer 
systems, servers, and stor-
age drives. These centers 
store, process, and send out 
digital data for apps, web-
sites, cloud storage, and 
artificial intelligence. 
Massive structures, with 
thousands of specialized 
computer chips running in 
parallel to perform the com-
plex calculations required by 
advanced AI models. A sin-
gle facility can cover millions 
of square feet, built with mil-
lions of pounds of steel, alu-
minum, and concrete; fea-
ture hundreds of miles of 
wiring, connecting some 
hundreds of thousands of 
high-end GPU chips, and 
chewing through hundreds 
of megawatt-hours of elec-
tricity. These facilities run so 
hot from all that computing 
power that their cooling sys-
tems are triumphs of engi-
neering complexity in them-

selves. But the star of the 
show are those chips with 
their advanced processors. 
A single chip in these vast 
arrays can cost upwards of 
$30,000. Racked together 
and working in concert, they 
process hundreds of thou-
sands of tokens—the basic 
building blocks of an AI 
model..  
People oppose mega data 
centers because these mas-
sive facilities strain local 
resources by consuming 
enormous amounts of elec-
tricity and water, which can 
drive up household utility 
bills. Residents also worry 
about constant industrial 
noise, localized pollution 
from backup generators, low 
long-term job creation, and 
a lack of transparency in tax 
deals. 
The concept of Artificial 
Intelligence has raised by 
confusion and lack of under-
standing of the technology a 
polarity towards support. 
Durham in it’s desperate to 
attack businesses and with 
the growth of numerous 
empty warehouse facilities... 
are now contemplating 
allowing operators to open 
up in Durham.  
Yet, not made public.  
Councillors that have first 
hand knowledge off the 
record claimed that anyone 
bringing this up during an 
election are committing 
political suicide due to the 
polarity in support. 
 A Mississauga councillor 
wants to temporarily halt the 
development of major data 
Centers across the city 
while new rules are devel-
oped to regulate the rapidly 
growing industry.  
Ward 9 Councillor Martin 
Reid will bring forward a 
motion at the next council 
meeting that calls for an 
Interim Control By-law that 
would prohibit new large-
scale digital infrastructure 
facilities, including artificial 
intelligence, cloud comput-
ing and hyperscale data 
Centers, for up to one year 
while the city undertakes a 
comprehensive planning 
study.  
Country music legend Willie 
Nelson is speaking out 
against building artificial 
intelligence (AI) data cen-
tres across the United 
States. 
Nelson, 93, spoke about 
growing up in Abbott, Texas, 
and urged the community to 
“fight against data centers 
invading our land.” 
“I grew up in Abbott, and I 
still have a home there with 
farmed land where I can still 
see stars at night,” Nelson 
wrote. “The last thing we 
need is a loud, water thiev-
ing, light polluting, data cen-
ter anywhere near our town 
(or any others for that mat-

ter).” 
Mega data centers demand 
massive amounts of electric-
ity, which can overload 
regional power grids and 
raise monthly utility rates for 
local residents. 
Water usage: Millions of gal-
lons are required daily to 
cool the computer servers, 
threatening local water sup-
plies and municipal infra-
structure. 
Environmental and 
Community Impacts 
Noise pollution: Continuous 
running cooling fans and 
heavy electrical equipment 
create a constant, low-fre-
quency hum that disrupts 
nearby neighborhoods. 
Fumes and emissions: On-
site backup diesel genera-
tors or gas turbines release 
local air pollutants during 
testing and power outages. 
Industrial sprawl: Massive, 
windowless warehouse foot-
prints alter rural or suburban 
landscapes.Economic and 
Political FrictionLow perma-
nent employment: While 
construction creates short-
term work, the finished facil-

ities employ very few per-
manent workers. 
Broader AI anxieties: Public 
frustration is frequently tied 
to wider fears about artificial 
intelligence displacing 
human jobs and expanding 
the footprint of big tech. 
If you are tracking a specific 
project or local proposal, tell 
me the city or region so I 
can see if there are local 
zoning disputes or utility dis-
cussions happening nearby. 
The biggest problem facing 
data centers today is mas-
sive energy consumption 
and grid strain driven by the 
artificial intelligence boom. 
Power demands from high-
density AI workloads are 
outpacing local electrical 
grid capacities, causing 
severe supply bottlenecks, 
rising electricity costs for 
local communities, and 
major sustainability hurdles.  
Durham ideally sits in a very 
unique position with two 
electric generating plants 
within miles. Times will tell if 
Durham will surprise taxpay-
ers after the upcoming elec-
tion. Where do you stand?

             Here is how to reach us     
 
 
 By mail: 136 Simcoe St North, Unit 4  

Oshawa, Ontario.  L1G 4S7  
Tel: (905) 432-2657  

Administration (General Inquiries) 
Tel: (905) 432-2605 Circulation 

Tel: (905) 432-9987  
Classified/Display Advertising 

Tel: (905) 432-9989  
News Tips And Information 

 or Fax: (905) 404-0887   
 Our On line address is:  

URL http://www.ocentral.com   
We publish every Tuesday. 

At The Oshawa Central Newspaper we understand 
the growing public concern for the environment.  
We do our part by forecasting the demand of the 
papers published, based on our sales performance 
records.  By forecasting the quantities we are able 
to determine the amount required to publish.   This 
way we eliminate recycling and assure that every-
one that receives a copy will want one to read.  Any 
Newspapers that are not sold are delivered  
throughout the City on a promotional basis.  In most 
cases the free papers will be a day or two old.   If 
you want Oshawa’s Number One Newspaper deliv-
ered to your door on time every Tuesday do your 
part and subscribe today,  like the many of your 
neighbors. 

Email: newspaper@ocentral.com 
World’s First Online (Internet) 

Newspaper Since 1993 

Page. 2                                                                                    THE OSHAWA/DURHAM CENTRAL NEWSPAPER                                                            August 18th ~ 24th, 2026

IS A MEGA DATA FACILITY COMING TO 
DURHAM AFTER ELECTION?


