
The Pickering Public Library 
Board is pleased to 
announce the appointment 
of Kristine D’Souza as Chief 
Executive Officer and 
Director of Public Libraries, 
effective July 20, 2026. 
D’Souza brings more than 
22 years of public library 
experience and a strong 
record of strategic leader-
ship, organizational transfor-
mation, community engage-
ment, and service innova-
tion. Throughout her career, 
she has worked to ensure 
public libraries remain 
accessible, inclusive, and 
responsive community 
spaces where people can 
learn, connect, and thrive. 
Most recently, D’Souza 
served as Director of Public 
Services with Kingston 

Frontenac Public Library, 
overseeing branch opera-
tions, programming, and col-
lections across its 16-branch 
system. She previously 
served as Chief Librarian 
and Library Services 
Manager for Lennox and 
Addington Libraries and 
held several leadership 
positions with Ottawa Public 
Library. 
Her experience includes 
modernizing library servic-
es, strengthening communi-
ty partnerships, securing 
funding, and leading organi-
zational, technological, and 
service improvements 
designed around evolving 
community needs. 
“Following an extensive 
national recruitment 
process, we are delighted to 

welcome Kristine D’Souza 
to Pickering,” said Akeem 
Maginley, Chair of the 
Pickering Public Library 
Board. “Ms. D’Souza’s 
proven leadership, strategic 
vision, commitment to public 
service, and passion for 
community engagement 
make her exceptionally well-
positioned to lead the 
Pickering Public Library into 
its next chapter. We are con-

fident she will build upon the 
Library’s strong foundation 
and continue to enhance 
services for our patrons.” 
“I am incredibly honoured to 
join Pickering Public Library 
and excited to work along-
side its talented and award-
winning team, dedicated 
Board, and the broader 
community,” said D’Souza. 
“Libraries create opportuni-
ties for people of all ages 

and backgrounds to discov-
er, learn and connect. I look 
forward to listening to the 
community, building on the 
Library’s many existing 
strengths, and helping 
shape innovative and inclu-
sive services for Pickering’s 
future.” 
D’Souza holds a Master of 
Library and Information 
Science and a degree in 
Community and Ethnic 

Studies. 
Pickering Public Library 
serves approximately 
46,000 active members and 
is recognized as one of 
Ontario’s most highly used, 
well-supported and award-
winning library systems. 
Guided by its mission to 
inspire a thriving community, 
the Library brings people 
together to discover, learn, 
play and connect. 
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Suspect Arrested in 2023 
Pickering Casino Homicide 
 
Homicide investigators have arrested the male wanted on a 
Canada-wide warrant in connection with the 2023 Pickering 
Casino homicide. 
On Monday, October 9, 2023, at approximately 5:05 a.m., 
members from West Division responded to reports of an 
armed person at Pickering Casino Resort, located at 888 
Durham Live Avenue in Pickering. Officers arrived and locat-
ed the victim suffering from gunshot wounds. He was trans-
ported to a Toronto-area trauma centre, where he later suc-
cumbed to his injuries. 
The victim was identified as 34-year-old Michael Ferdinand. 
Investigators identified a 17-year-old male as the suspect 
and obtained a Canada-wide warrant for his arrest. 
With special judicial authorization under the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act (YCJA), the suspect’s name and photo were 
released publicly on November 11, 2023. After a second 
judicial authorization was granted under the YCJA on 
December 15, 2025, his name and photo were released 
again. All photos, videos, and articles identifying the 
accused were required to be removed by all agencies five 
days after the authorization was granted. 
Following an extensive investigation that involved multiple 
police services and jurisdictions, the accused was located 
and arrested in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. On Wednesday, 
July 29, 2026, the accused was taken into custody by the 
DRPS homicide unit and returned to Durham Region. 
A 20-year-old male of no fixed address is charged with 
Second Degree Murder. 
He was held for a bail hearing. 
DRPS would like to thank the Calgary Police Service, the 
Saskatoon Police Service, the Vancouver Police 
Department, and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police for 
their assistance with this incident.
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