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The Oshawa Durham Central Awarded Best Business In Canada 2023 AND 2024

 

Obituary of  
Ken Walker M.D.  
(W. Gifford-Jones 

M.D.) 
 

February 28,1924 – July 1, 2025 
 
Dr. Ken Walker was born in Croydon, 
England, the son of Walter and Annie 
Walker.  
 
At the age of three, his parents emigrated 
to Montreal and later moved to Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. He received premedical 
training at the University of Toronto and 

graduated from the Harvard Medical School. He trained in surgery at the University of 
Rochester, McGill University and later at the Harvard Medical School. He was also a family 
doctor, hotel doctor at the Manoir Richelieu Hotel at Murray Bay, Quebec, and ship’s surgeon 
where on his first Atlantic crossing had to remove the captain of his command due to illness.  
 
For 25 years Dr. Walker practiced as gynecological surgeon in Niagara Falls and then was 
appointed to the staff at Toronto Western and Toronto General hospitals.  
 
He authored 10 books and was a medical journalist for over 50 years, published by dozens 
of newspapers in Canada and the U.S. under the pseudonym, W. Gifford-Jones M.D. A strong 
advocate for women’s rights, medical assistance in dying, and common-sense health, one of 
his many campaigns was to legalize heroin in Canada to ease the pain of terminal cancer.  
 
He was a founding member of The Lincoln Trust and Savings Company. His foundation pro-
vided funds to establish the Gifford-Jones Professorship in Pain Control and Palliative Care 
at the University of Toronto Medical School. He often joked that he was refused admission to 
the University of Toronto Medical School so was forced to attend Harvard where the admis-
sion standards were lower, grateful to be accepted at the Harvard Medical School and even 
more grateful to graduate.  
 
His column stressed over the years the advantages of living a healthy lifestyle. He often wrote 
about controversial issues, and never as a fence-sitter. As occasionally his columns were 
rejected by editors, he often expressed the hope that, if there is a Valhalla somewhere, he 
would own all the newspapers.  
Dr. Walker enjoyed 70 years with Susan, his wife and constant companion.  
He will be missed by Susan, his four children and 12 grandchildren. 

LOOKING FOR GOOD  WOMAN TO MARRY

Seeking  nice woman between 40 to 87 
with view to marriage  

Only sincere persons, pls email me through  
peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com

AGE OF 
40 To 87
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