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Rationale   

  

As an all-through specialist provision, assessment is an integral part of effective 

teaching and learning and enables staff to identify strengths, recognise progress and 

plan appropriate next steps. 

 

Assessment at Woodend Farm School supports academic, social, emotional and 

personal development. It provides meaningful information for pupils, parents/carers, 

staff and leaders, ensuring that all pupils make progress from their individual starting 

points. 

 

Aims  

 

We assess and provide feedback in order to: 

 

• Celebrate achievement and recognise progress. 

• Support pupils to understand their learning and next steps. 

• Develop confidence, independence and self-reflection. 

• Identify strengths, barriers and misconceptions. 

• Inform future planning and teaching. 

• Monitor progress towards curriculum outcomes and EHCP targets. 

• Provide meaningful information to parents/carers. 

• Enable leaders to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching, learning and the 

curriculum. 

 

The aims and objectives of assessment at Woodend Farm School are: 

 

• To enable pupils to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do. 

• To identify the next steps in learning. 

• To support pupils to become active participants in their own learning. 

• To ensure teaching is appropriately adapted to meet individual needs. 

• To provide accurate information about progress and attainment. 

• To support continuous improvement across the school. 

 

 

Planning for assessment   

 

Assessment is planned as part of the teaching and learning process. 

Teachers use long-term and medium-term curriculum plans to identify assessment 

opportunities and ensure learning is appropriately sequenced. Learning objectives are 

aligned to the Welsh Curriculum and adapted to meet the individual needs of pupils. 

Assessment is used continuously throughout lessons to identify understanding, 

address misconceptions and inform future planning. 
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Evidence gathered through assessment contributes to whole-school tracking and 

monitoring through Evidence for Learning. 

 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

Learning objectives identify the knowledge, skills or understanding that pupils are 

expected to develop during a lesson or sequence of lessons. 

 

Learning objectives are aligned to curriculum outcomes and reflect individual starting 

points and needs. All learning objectives begin with the word "To" and are shared with 

pupils in an accessible format appropriate to their level of understanding. 

 

Some pupils may work towards the same learning objective over multiple lessons to 

support consolidation and mastery. 

 

 

Success Criteria: 

  

Success criteria break learning objectives into smaller, measurable steps. 

Success criteria: 

• Clarify what success looks like.  

• Support pupils to understand expectations.  

• Enable staff to assess progress during learning.  

• Identify achievements and next steps.  

Success criteria may differ between pupils depending on individual needs, levels of 

understanding and curriculum pathways. 

 

 

Recording learning and outcomes:  

 

Learning is recorded through a combination of: 

• Pupils’ books.  

• Practical activities and outcomes.  

• Observation.  

• Photographs and videos.  

• Evidence for Learning.  

Evidence for Learning is the school's primary assessment platform and is used across 

both Primary and Secondary phases. 

Assessment evidence should: 

• Demonstrate meaningful progress.  

• Link to curriculum outcomes and/or EHCP targets.  

• Identify strengths and next steps.  
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• Capture academic, social, emotional and independence skills where 

appropriate.  

Progress descriptors are used to record the level of success achieved within a lesson: 

• Working Below  

• Working Towards  

• Working Within  

• Working Above  

These descriptors support teacher judgement and contribute to termly assessment and 

progress reviews. 

Pupil progress meetings take place regularly to review attainment, progress and 

provision. 

 

 

 Assessing academic progress:  

  

The academic year will begin with a baseline. Assessment will take place three times 

a year. This takes place at the end of each term. The following assessments will be 

used to measure and record progress in core subjects:  

• Numeracy- The Sandwell Early Numeracy Test  

• Phonics – Letters and Sounds phonics assessment each term.  

• Reading – York assessment of Reading for Comprehension 

• Thrive – 6-weekly assessment of thrive developmental stage on thrive online.  

• Blanks Questioning to assess children’s level of understanding and reasoning.  

• British picture vocabulary scale assesses the children’s understanding of 

vocabulary against their chronological age.  

 

 

Assessing and reporting on engagement in learning:  

 

Alongside academic assessment, pupil engagement is monitored to support 

understanding of how pupils access learning. 

Engagement is assessed using the Woodend Farm Engagement Continuum 

(Appendix 1) and recorded through Evidence for Learning. 

Engagement levels are: 

• Reluctant  

• Compliant  

• Engaged  

• Outstanding  

Monitoring engagement supports staff in identifying barriers to learning and planning 

strategies to increase participation, independence and motivation. 
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Principles of our marking and feedback  

 

Woodend Farm School adopts a consistent approach to marking and feedback across 

Primary and Secondary phases. 

Feedback should: 

• Be positive and purposeful.  

• Be linked to learning objectives and success criteria.  

• Celebrate achievement.  

• Identify next steps.  

• Support progress within the lesson wherever possible.  

Feedback may be: 

• Verbal  

• Written  

• Visual  

• Photographic  

• Recorded through Evidence for Learning  

Staff use marking and feedback to inform future teaching and ensure pupils make 

meaningful progress from their starting points. 

Pupils are encouraged to participate in self-assessment and reflection where 

appropriate. 

 

 

Organisation / Method    

  

Feedback can be both verbal and written, it is primarily provided in the moment to 

maximise its impact on learning.  

Teachers will mark in green, learning facilitators mark in Pink- this helps to identify 

who has given feedback.   

Our marking code: 

Code  Means   

✔  For correct work 

I.W  Independent 

I.W.S Independent work with Scaffolding  

G.W   Group Work   

S.W Supported Work 

V.A   Verbal answer has been given by pupil Grammar to not be corrected, 

adult to write their initials to show who wrote it  

M Modelling 

S Scribed  

 

 

Next steps/Challenge 
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Indicate pupil engagement under LO by ticking box for: 

Reluctant R Compliant C Engaged E Outstanding O 

   

 

Our pupil marking code: 

 

 
 

Next steps form an important part of the assessment process and should be identified 

regularly within learning. 

Challenge tasks may be recorded in purple to demonstrate higher-level thinking, 

deeper understanding and application of learning. 

This applies across both Primary and Secondary phases. 

feedback, including symbols, signs, photographs or other appropriate visual supports 

in line with pupils’ individual needs. 

 

 

Reporting to Parents/Carers   

  

Woodend Farm School is committed to working in partnership with parents and carers. 

Parents and carers are informed of progress through: 

• Annual Reviews.  

• EHCP review meetings.  

• One planning meeings 

• End-of-year reports (Annex 3) 
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Reports provide information about: 

• Academic progress.  

• Social and emotional development.  

• Strengths and achievements.  

• Next steps for learning.  

Parents and carers are encouraged to contact the school at any time to discuss their 

child's progress. 
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Annex 1- Progress descriptors 

 

Annex 2 – Engagement in Learning Continuum  

    

Reluctant   Compliant   Engaged   Outstanding   

R   C   E   O   
The learner displays no 

desire to learn or try 

tasks with adult 

prompting.   

The learner displays 

some desire to learn 

and will try small 

tasks with support.   

The learner displays 

the desire to learn and 

will engage with 

support they require.   

The is passionate about 

learning and actively 

tries to seek out further 

knowledge.   

The learner does not 

listen to instructions and 

does not follow them.   

The learner follows 

some basic rules 

and follows some of 

these.   

The learner listens to 

all rules and follows 

them.   

The learner listens to all 

instructions and follows 

all on the first time of 

asking.   

The learner does not 

ask or answer questions 

in class.   

The learner answers 

a few questions in 

class.   

The learner asks and 

answers questions in 

class.   

The learner actively 

seeks out more 

information 

independently from the 

teacher.   

The learner does not 

show respect to the 

teacher of their peers.   

The learner shows a 

non-disruptive level 

of respect to the 

teacher and their 

peers.   

The learner shows 

respect for others and 

actively takes  

The learner helps enable 

others and works with 

their  

turns when talking.  peers to come to a common 

outcome   
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Annex 3 – Sample end of year report for parents  

 

End of Year pupil report  

Name:                                                                            

Overview of the year and progress:  

  

  

  

What’s gone well:  

  

Even better if’s:  

  

Next Steps:  

  

Social and emotional development including Thrive:  

  

  

English including Reading  

  

Target:  
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Maths   

  

Target:  

Topics   

  

Target:  

  

  

  

Evidence for Learning Highlights of the year:  
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Annex 4: Exemplar of marking expectations: 
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Annex 5: Exemplar of EFL: 
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