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iNATUREWATCH FOUNDATION’S ANNUAL REPORT 

April 2017-March 2018 

 

1. SUMMARY  

This annual report summarizes the different activities conducted by the Foundation for the period of April 
2017 to March 2018 including both Programmes and Projects.  
The Foundation reached out to total 2743 people from different age groups and backgrounds right from 
school students to corporate employees and senior citizens through the 62 activities conducted throughout 
India. However, majority of our activities were conducted in Greater Mumbai and Bangalore. 
 
We conducted 41 programs including walks, talks, workshops and exhibitions in Mumbai and Navi Mumbai 
and reached out to 1496 participants through these activities. These include 19 walks on different themes 
like bird, butterflies, insects, trees, wildflower, and nature. 11 workshops including 1 Kitchen Gardening 
workshop for Gopi Birla School, 1 Mothing event for Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun to celebrate ‘World 
Moth Week’ from 26-28 July, 1 Bee Amazed Workshop for KPMG corporate and 8 Bird architecture 
workshop for HSBC Bank.  
 
The Foundation started its Bangalore Chapter with full swing from 1st October 2017 and conducted 19 
activities covering 439 participants in Bangalore. We conducted total 7 walks based on different themes like, 
nature, birds and insects. We also participated in Kere Habba festival to celebrate ‘World Wetland Day’ in 
which we conducted free bird walk for general public. A workshop was conducted on terrarium making 
‘Glass Garden Workshop’ for adults and 2 green birthdays for children to celebrate their birthday in nature. 
Mr. Madhusudhan Shukla and Mr. Subbu Ramanathan helped us in conducting the programmes in 
Bangalore.  
 
We conducted 9 talks in various states like Maharashtra, Sikkim, Goa, Uttarakhand, and Karnataka. Mr. Isaac 
Kehimkar was invited for Tedx talk on ‘Butterflies of India’. We were invited at the Somaiya School Science 
Fair to conduct insect based activities for their students on 22 July 2017. And participate in a three day 
World Tourism Day Exhibition organized by MTDC at Urban Haat, CBD Belapur from 23-25 October 2017. 
 
Apart from the programmes we also worked on 3 projects, 2 in Greater Mumbai and one in Bangalore. In 
Bangalore, we conducted 6 free walks on bimonthly basis at Thurahalli Tree Park in collaboration with the 
Karnataka Forest Department. In Mumbai we worked with the Lodha group and conducted nature walks for 
them for the residents of Palava city. We also worked in collaboration with United Way Mumbai and 
conducted Mangrove awareness sessions for school children. We are also working on the Butterfly Garden 
Consultancy projects for Symbiosis Institute of International Business. And have also submitted two projects 
to Mangrove Cell Mumbai and Hubert H. Humphrey fellowship program.  
 
Overall, we conducted 28 walks, 9 talks, 4 online courses, 12 workshops, 31 mangrove awareness sessions, 6 
sponsored walks at Bangalore and 5 green walks at Palava. 
 
During the year of April 2017 to March 2018 we have successfully reached out to 2743 people in the 
process. Geographically, we have reached out to people in Navi Mumbai, Mumbai, Sikkim, Goa, Bangalore 
and Pune to cover general public, schools, colleges and corporate. By the end of the year Rs.13, 692/-was 
generated as surplus. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 

 
To fulfill the organization’s aim of developing environmentally sensitive citizens by engaging them with 
environmental activities the Foundation conducted a diverse range of innovative activities including 
projects, programs, workshops & online courses. 
 
This year iNaturewatch Foundation conducted 28 Walks, 9 Talks, 4 online courses, 12 workshops, 31 
mangrove awareness sessions, 6 sponsored walks at Bangalore and 5 green walks at Palava. During the year 
of April 2017 to March 2018 we have successfully reached 2743 participants and by the end of the year Rs. 
13,692/- was generated as surplus. 
 

 
 

3. PROJECTS 

3.1. Ongoing Project 

3.1.1 Butterfly Garden Consultancy at Symbiosis Pune 

 The Symbiosis Institute of International Business has approached us for developing a butterfly garden at 
their camp. A preliminary site visit was done by Mr. Isaac Kehimkar to check the feasibility for developing 
the butterfly garden. Based on it a consultancy project proposal was submitted to the institute for the 
consultation work and the same has got approved. We have received the work order and waiting for the 
advance. The work will start in a month’s time.  
 

3.2 New Projects 

3.2.1. Proposal for New Project on ‘Online Courses’ 

A proposal for the ‘Development of Online Courses for Environmental Educators in Maharashtra’ was 
submitted to the Hubert H. Humphrey fellowship program under Alumni Impact Award for Rs. 6 lacs. The 
primary aim of the proposal is to access the information to teaches/youth staying in remote areas of the 
countries, had strong need to learn about environment and which can be made possible through our online 
courses by simplifying information for easy understanding by common people. The results will be declared 
by June 2018.  
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3.2.2 Proposal on “Certificate Course on Nature Interpretation” 

A project proposal on “Certificate Course on Nature Interpretation” was submitted to Mangrove Cell 
Mumbai for conducting training programme to develop nature interpreters for the Coastal and Marine 
Biodiversity Centre Airoli. The same was also shared with United Way Mumbai to seek corporate funding. 
 

3.3. Completed Projects 

3.3.1. Shorekeepers of Mumbai- Mangrove awareness program (April 2017-March 2018) 

In collaboration with the United Ways Mumbai, free mangrove awareness program was conducted 
including presentations and walks. Five Mangrove Awareness program were conducted for 248 students 
and 30 citizens. Overall the participants had great time learning about the mangroves ecosystem and got 
aware about the mangroves its role and importance in our life and the need to protect them. 
 

 
Presentation at Thane   Mangrove trail at Karawe for Vishwjyot School 

 

3.3.2. Go Green Palava 

Free nature walks for the residents of Palava on bimonthly basis were conducted from November onwards. 
This activity was sponsored by the Lodha-Palava Groups. We conducted five green walks based on the 
different nature themes for 91 participants. However four of the walks were cancelled due to lack of 
participants. The purpose of these walks was to create awareness about local biodiversity among the 
residents and creation of the nature club. 
 

 
Butterfly Walk with Isaac Kehimkar   Bird watching with Shashank Birla 
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3.3.3. Sponsored Walk at Thurahalli Forest Tree Park by Karnataka State Forest 

Department 

In collaboration with the Karnataka State Forest Department we conducted free bimonthly walks at 
Thurahalli Forest Tree Park from October-December 2017. We conducted six walks at Thurahalli forest with 
an overwhelming response from the participants.  During this six walks we were able to reach 307 
participants successfully.  
 

 
Mr. Madhusudhan Shukla conducting Trail at Thurahalli Forest Park 

 

4. PROGRAMMES 

 

4.1. Walks 

We conducted total 28 nature walks in Navi Mumbai, Mumbai and Bangalore for 849 participants. During 
these walk participants learned how to identify birds, trees, butterflies, insects  and also got aware about 
the threats and conservation issues.  Out of the 28 walks, 4 were conducted in Mumbai and 15 in Navi 
Mumbai for 637 participants, out of which 2 walks were for corporates, 3 for schools and other 14 for 
general public. (For table refer Annexure.4) 

 
Insect Watch at Navi Mumbai                                      Mangrove Walk at Belapur  

 
                           Marine Walk at Mumbai                                                    Green Birthday at Thurahalli Forest 



iNaturewatch Foundation_ Annual Report 2017-18  7 
 

 
 
We started the Bangalore chapter on 1st October 2017 and conducted total nine walks, out of which 1 walk 
(30 Dec 2018: Butterfly Walk at Jarakbande Kaval Forest) was sponsored by Well’s Fargo, 1 free walk was 
conducted near Kaikondrahalli as a part of ‘Kere Habba’ Festival, 2 were celebrated as ‘Green Birthday’ 
which includes various nature activities like nature trail, wildlife quiz, treasure hunt and animal footprints 
and others 5 walks were for general public. (For table refer Annexure.4) 
 
 

 

4.2. Green Birthday- a celebration with difference 

 

On 26th November 2017 and 26th January 2018 ‘Green Birthday’ was celebrated at Thurahalli Forest 
Tree Park. As part of the birthday celebrations, various nature activities were organized like nature 
trail, wildlife quiz, treasure hunt and animal footprints on the forest floor and lot more. (For table 
refer Annexure. 4) 
 

4.3. Workshops 

This year we conducted 12 workshops for 300 participants. Eleven workshops in Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. 
Two for corporate KPMG and HSBC, and one for a school, college and Wildlife Institute of India on the theme 
of Bees, Birds and Moths. A total 289 participants attended the workshops. Whereas, 1 glass garden 
workshop was conducted in Bangalore for 11 participants from general public. (For table refer Annexure.4) 
 
 
 

     
           Kitchen Gardening Workshop for School                    National moth week celebrated at WII   
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                   Bird Nest Workshop for KPMG                               Bee Amazed  Workshop at KPMG 

Bird Nest Workshop at HSBC Bank                                           Glass Garden Workshop at Bangalore 
 

4.4. Talks 

 
Total nine audiovisual lectures were conducted for 645 participants.  Mr. Isaac Kehimkar conducted three 
talks on butterflies in Mumbai including 2 colleges and 1 organization. Apart from Greater Mumbai and 
Bangalore he also conducted few programs in Sikkim and Goa for 150 participants. He was invited for the 
Northeast Butterfly Meet and the Sikkim University to deliver a lecture to the students. He was also invited 
at Heblekar’s Butterfly Conservatory of Goa and the 52th Marathi Vidnyan Parishad at Kudal. Mr. Isaac 
Kehimkar was invited to speak at TEDx ISBR Bangalore. 
 
Dr. V. Shubhalaxmi was invited to speak on the Women’s Day at Cuba Cinema Technology for 170 
participants. Following is the list of the lectures conducted (For table refer Annexure.4) 
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Northeast Butterfly Meet                                            52th all India Marathi Vidnyan Parishad 

 
           Butterfly Talk at Royal College, Mira Road                                         Tedx talk on Butterflies 
 

4.5. Exhibitions  

We were invited at the Somaiya School Science Fair to conduct insect based activities for their students on 
22 July 2017 and a three day World Tourism Day Exhibition organized by MTDC at Urban Haat, CBD Belapur 
from 23-25 October 2017. Ms. Rama and Mr. Mathew volunteered to help us at the stall. We reached out to 
120 participants in the two exhibitions. (For table refer Annexure.4) 
 
 

 
                       Insect Stall at Somaiya School                                 World Tourism Day Exhibition 
 

4.6. Online Courses 
1. In June, 2017 we began with three batches of three different courses: 
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 Kitchen Gardening for Beginners, 1 June 2017: This is an entirely new course that we began with 
and have 4 participants enrolled into the course. The participants created their own kitchen garden 
as the course progresses. 

 Botany for Beginners, 1 June 2017: This is the second batch of the course and the participant has 
begun studying her project site** participants enrolled for the course. 

 Bugs for Beginners, 1 June 2017: This is second batch of this course and we have two participants 
enrolled from Bangalore. 

2. The third batch of Birds for Beginners course started on 15 October 2017. Five chats sessions with experts 
like Dr. Balachandran, Dr Parvish Pandya, Mr. Nikhil Bhopale, Dr V Shubhalaxmi, Dr Ketki Marthak, were 
conducted for the same. The course ended in 15 December 2017. 
 

5. OTHERS 

We participated in the National Moth Week Celebration by conducting a mothing session at Ambivali. We 
got 28 species on single night.  
 
Following species were recorded:  
Crambidae= 5 spp Erebidae= 9 spp Eupterotidae= 1 sp. Geometridae= 3 spp. Limacodidae= 2 spp Noctuidae= 
5 spp Notodontidae= 2 spp Sphingidae= 1 sp  

         

 
 

6. INTERNSHIPS 

Five students from SIES college did a week-long internship from 13 to 18 November 2017 at the Foundation     
and helped us with the ongoing works and data mining.  

 

7. OUR TARGET AUDIENCE 

So far, we have been able to reach a varied audience including students, nature enthusiasts and citizens in 
three cities; Bangalore, Navi Mumbai and Mumbai. Compared to last year the number of participants have 
increased this year from 1400 to 2743. This year we successfully reached 3 different schools through which 
we receive programs like nature trails and exhibitions. We have also received good response from 
corporates for conducting nature trails and bird architecture workshops. Nature Walks in Bangalore, Navi 
Mumbai and Mumbai helped us to reach nature enthusiasts. In the upcoming year we are mainly targeting 
the school students and corporates.  
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(So far, we have been able to reach a varied audience includes 455 school students, 400 college students, 

1050 adults, 531 children’s, 298 corporate employee) 

 

8. DEVELOPMENTAL WORKS 

We installed payment gateway to our website which has helped in online registration for our programmes. We 
also purchased Gsuite email account for better data management. The new email ID now is 
team@inaturewatch.org,   shubha@inaturewatch.org  and  isaac@inaturewatch.org.  We also  printed 
business cards for all team members. We developed and sent set of promotional materials for Banglore 
programmes to our local contact Madhusudhan Shukla. 

 

9. FINANCIAL HEALTH 

For this financial year we had receipts of Rs. 5,32,392.16 and expenses of Rs. 4,39,494.7 with net surplus of 
Rs. 1,04,400.46. The profit and loss statement is attached at end of the report. 
 

10. MEDIA COVERAGE & ONLINE PRESENCE 

We have been covered eleven times in the leading newspapers. 
1. Mumbai Mirror: Our ‘Kitchen Gardening Workshop’ event featured in an article on 28th May, 2017. You 
can read full article here 
2. Hindustan Times: An article about our Marine Biodiversity walk was published in Hindustan Times on 
28th May, 2017. 
3. Our 'Lovely Lilies Trail' was also shot and covered by NMTV news. You can check out the full clip here. 
4. Hindustan Times featured our 'Lovely Lilies Trail' on 17th June 2017. 
5. Mid-day: - Our Bee Amazed Workshop was covered by Mid-day on 16th August 2017. You can read the full 
article here 
6. Times Of India: - Our bee Amazed workshop was also covered by Times of India on 19th August 2017.Read 
the article here 

mailto:team@inaturewatch.org
mailto:shubha@inaturewatch.org
mailto:isaac@inaturewatch.org.
https://www.facebook.com/inaturewatch/photos/a.769815879716326.1073741828.769805796384001/1517330641631509/?type=3&theater
http://inaturewatch.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=c5f27ae3e8a46e07c82a26044&id=37ee069b32&e=0393228217
http://inaturewatch.org/media.php
http://inaturewatch.org/media.php
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7. Mid-Day:- Bird Watching at Kharghar Hills was covered by Mid-Day on 5th December 2017. Read the article 
here 
8. Mumbai Mirror: Marine Biodiversity walk was covered by Mumbai Mirror on 28th December 2017. Read 
the article here 
9. Times of India: Free Mangrove walk at Talawe was covered by Times of  India on 10th Feb 2018. 
10. Loksatta: Our Wetland World at vashi was covered by Loksatta. 
11. Mumbai Mirror: Our Mangrove walk was covered by Mumbai Mirror on 17 Jan 2018 
 
The news clippings are enclosed as Annexure 3 
 
On social media, we got 2281 likes for our Facebook Page with 2354 followers, 79 followers on Twitter and 
301 followers on Instagram. Face book review and feedback is enclosed as Annexure 1 & 2. 
 

11. FUTURE PLANS 

New batches of the online courses will begin in May, 2018. We have announced Flamingo Boat Safari event 
in April. One nature walk will be conducted every month, workshops will be planned in 2-3 months and 
camps will be planned for May, 2018 in two cities; Bangalore and Mumbai/Navi Mumbai. We also intend to 
develop a new website as the current one is old and has limited features. We will offer nature trails and 
workshops mainly for schools and corporate.  (For event calendar refer Annexure 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://epaper2.mid-day.com/epaperimages/mumbai/05122017/05122017-md-mn-25.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/events/2242916999067141/permalink/2256956060996568/
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12. ANNEXURE 

 

Annexure 1: Facebook Review 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Annexure 2: Facebook Feedback 
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Annexure 3: Media Coverage Photo 

 

Mumbai Mirror: Our ‘Kitchen Gardening Workshop’ event featured in an article on 28th May, 2018. 
 

 
 
 Mid-day: - Our Bee Amazed Workshop was covered on 16th August 2017. 
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Mumbai Mirror: Marine Biodiversity walk was covered on 28th December 2017 
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Mid-Day:- Bird Watching at Kharghar Hills was covered on 5th December 2017. 
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Mumbai Mirror: Our Mangrove walk was covered on 17 Jan 2018 
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Annexure 4 

Detail table of past activities 

Date Event Location No. of 
Participants 

28-May-17 Marine Biodiversity walk Mumbai 21 

18-Jun-17 Lovely Lilies Trail Navi Mumbai 35 

2-Jul-17 Forest Trail Navi Mumbai 19 

16-Jul-2017 
Kitchen Gardening Workshop at Gopi Birla 
School,  Walkeshwar 

21 

22-Jul-17 Nature trail for KPMG Navi Mumbai 19 

22-July-2017 Insect Stall at Somaiya School Science Fair Mumbai 100 

23-Jul-17 World Mangrove Day Trail Navi Mumbai 13 

19-Aug-2017 Bee Amazed Workshop for KPMG Navi Mumbai 42 

26/28-Jul 2017 Mothing at Wildlife Institute India  Dehradun 20 

6-Aug-17 Insect Walk at Green Valley Park Navi Mumbai 23 

10-Aug-17 Nature Trail for Vishwajyot High School Navi Mumbai 50 

11-Aug-17 Nature Trail for Vishwajyot High School Navi Mumbai 50 

2-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Goregaon 35 

4-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Borivali 19 

5-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  MG Road 23 

6-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Bandra 17 

6-Sep-17 university lecture on butterfly conservation Sikkim 50 

10-Sep-17 Wildflower Walk Navi Mumbai 40 

12-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Goregaon 27 

13-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  MG Road 25 

16-Sep-17 
Butterfly trail at Heblekar’s Butterfly 
Conservatory of Goa 

Goa 60 

18-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Goregaon 32 

20-Sep-2017 Bird Architecture Workshop HSBC  Goregaon 28 

1-Oct-17 Butterfly Walk at Thurahalli Bengaluru 75 

3/5 Oct2017 Northeast Butterfly meet  40 

11-Oct-17 Lecture on Urban Biodiversity NMIMS University Mumbai 45 

15-Oct-17 Bewitching Butterfly Walk Navi Mumbai 11 

23/25October2017 
World Tourism Day Exhibition (on Butterfly 
Tourism)at Urban Haat Navi Mumbai 20 

29-Oct-17 Nature Walk, Muthurayanabetta Bengaluru 16 

4-Nov-17 Urban Ecology Walk for NMIMS College Mumbai 38 

12-Nov-17 Bird Watching at Talawe Navi Mumbai 43 

19-Nov-17 Workshop on Glass Gardens Bengaluru 11 

26-Nov-17 Green Birthday Bengaluru 10 

10-Dec-17 Birding for beginners at Kharghar Hills Navi Mumbai 15 

13-Dec-17 Insect Study Tour for Mumbai Mobile Creche’s 
teachers 

Navi Mumbai 35 

17-Dec-17 Bird Bash at Ramanagaram Bengaluru 7 

30-Dec-17 Butterfly Walk at Jarakbande Kaval Forest Bengaluru 13 
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Annexure 5 

Event Calendar (April 2018-March 2019) 

Ecodays Date Mumbai  Date Bengaluru 

  17-Jun Monsoon flora to Kharghar Valley 17-Jun Monsoon Walk at Thurahalli 

World Environment 
Day 

17-Jun Kitchen Gardening Workshop   Kitchen Gardening Workshop 

International 
Mangroves Day 

15-Jul Station Walk-Khandeshwar 15-Jul Pollinator walk at Muthurayana 
betta 

National Moth 
Week 

28 & 
29 July 

Mothing in Karnala 28 & 29 
July 

Mothing in Bannerghata 

  5-Aug Insect Walk at Nagala block 12-Aug Walk for Elephants at 
Bannerghata 

World Kitchen 
Gardening Day 

19-Aug Kitchen Gardening Workshop 19-Aug Kitchen Gardening Workshop 

International Day 
for Coastal Clean 
Up 

16-Sep Clean up and Nature trail at TS 
Chanakya 

16-Sep Nature trail and Clean-up at 
Tagatlapura 

  2-Sep Ecofriendly Ganesha Workshop 23-Sep Terrarium Gardening Workshop 

Wildlife Week 21-Oct Butterfly watching at  Ovalekar 21-Oct Butterfly watching at 
Jarakbande 

World Habitat Day 7-Oct Gardening for Wildlife Workshop 28-Oct Gardening for Wildlife 
Workshop 

Dr. Salim Ali's 
Birthday 

11-
Nov 

Birding & Bird count in Kharghar 
Hills 

11-Nov Birding & birdcount in Hosket 
lake 

30-Dec-17 Marine Biodiversity Walk at Girgaon Chowpatty Mumbai 10 

7-Jan-18 Creek Watch at Talawe Navi Mumbai 6 

14-Jan-18 
Butterfly Talk during DCP Wildlife, Nature and 
Travel Exhibition by Mr. Isaac Kehimkar 

Mumbai 70 

18-Jan-18 52th all India Marathi Vidnyan Parishad Mumbai 130 

21-Jan-18 Mangrove Walk at Bhandup Pumping station Mumbai 30 

21-Jan-18 Nature Walk at Taralu Village Bengaluru 30 

26-Jan-17 Green Birthday Bengaluru 10 

27-Jan-18 
Butterfly Talk at Royal College, Mira Road by Mr. 
Isaac Kehimkar 

Mira Road 60 

2-Feb-18 Mangrove Walk for Vishwajyot School Navi Mumbai 103 

17-Feb-18 Mangrove Walk for KPMG Navi Mumbai 37 

18-Feb-18 Free Bird Walk at Kaikondrahalli Lake Festival Bengaluru 30 

8-Mar-18 
Women’s Day lecture at Cuba Cinema 
Technology, Andheri by Dr. V. Shubhalaxmi 

Andheri 10 

10-Mar-18 Tedx talk on Butterflies Bengaluru 180 

11-Mar-18 Learn Butterfly Gardening at Jarakbande Kaval 
Forest 

Bengaluru 20 
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Dr. Salim Ali's 
Birthday 

 
18-
Nov 

 
Gardening for Birds Workshop 

 
18-Nov 

 
Gardening for Birds Workshop 

  2-Dec Station Walk- Kharghar Station  2-Dec Birding in Talaru 

World Soil Day 16-Dec Kitchen Gardening Workshop 16-Dec Kitchen Gardening Workshop 

  6-Jan Birding in Karnala 6-Jan Birding in Thurahalli 

Animal Welfare 
Fortnight 

20-Jan Fish keeping Workshop 13-Jan Fish keeping Workshop 

World Wetland Day 3-Feb Wetland watch 3-Feb Wetland watch 

  17-Feb Make a Bug Hotel 24-Feb Make Bug Hotel 

World Forestry Day 24-
Mar 

Seed collection & Tree walk to 
Green Valley Park 

24-Mar Seed collection & Tree walk to 
Bannerghata 

  3-Mar Making Bird homes & feeder 3-Mar Making Bird homes & feeder 

 


