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From the Dean 
Dear Blue Ridge AGO chapter,  
 

Greetings to all of you, and thank you for the trust 
you have instilled in me as the new Dean of your 
chapter. I look forward to working with you and 
supporting you over the next two years.  
 

In this, my first official article, I don't have  
anything terribly profound to say. I can at least 
say that I come with some experience as the dean 
of a chapter. In 2003, I graduated with my doctor 
of musical arts degree from the University of 
Michigan. I moved to Spartanburg South Carolina 
where for 18 years I served as the organist and 
Choir master of the Episcopal Church of The  
Advent. Not surprisingly, the Spartanburg AGO chapter was looking for  new blood. 
Within a year I was asked to serve as the sub Dean for a two year term, which  
eventually became a two-year term as Dean.  
 

Fast forward to 2022: the chapter needed someone to serve as Dean again, so I said 
yes. Now that I've served Holy Cross Episcopal Church in Tryon for almost 5 years  
I'm ready to be another Dean, this time in western North Carolina. I'm grateful to  
immediate past Dean Tim Shepard for allowing a year of "cushioning" so that I  
wouldn't need to step into the office of Dean right away. I wish Tim well in his new 
role as Southeast regional counselor. I am also grateful to the new slate of officers  
who I am sure will serve this chapter very well.  
 

I am sorry to miss the wonderful meet and greet session at First Methodist in  
Waynesville on September 12. Please know that the program committee, chaired  
by our new sub Dean Ed Hauck, has come up with some amazing programs for 
2026/2027.  Please feel free to reach out to me at any point if you have any questions 
or concerns about anything happening in this chapter.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Brennan Szafron 
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Organ Demonstration and Meet-and-Greet 
First UMC, Waynesville · September 12, 10:00am 

 

Greetings everyone. Our first event of the season is 
at First United Methodist Church in Waynesville 
(566 S. Haywood Street) on Saturday, September 
12th . Many thanks to Rhonda Furr for making this 
happen. We will begin at 10am with Rhonda  
sharing pictures, history and a demo of the organ, 
followed by open console time. So, bring music and 
your shoes, if you need them. For those who would 
like to hang around for lunch, we are looking at 
finding a place that will accommodate those of us 
with a group reservation. The restaurant is still  
to be determined. We will email you with those  
details ASAP and RSVP instructions. Looking  
forward to seeing you on the 12th! 

  Casavant Frères opus 3774    -Subdean Ed Hauck 
        3 manuals, 50 ranks 

Upcoming Blue Ridge Chapter Events 
 

The Music of Leo Sowerby · October 25 · 4:00pm 
Holy Cross Episcopal Church, 150 Melrose Ave Tryon NC 28782 

We look forward to greeting our friends from the Spartanburg chapter at this event!  

 
Hauptwerk Revisited · November 21 · 2:00pm 

At the home of John Beaver, 1010 Windsor Drive Asheville, NC 28803 
 

Free Music for Limited Choirs · January 9 · 10:30am 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 337 Charlotte Street, Asheville NC 28801 

Lunch provided at the church · snow date: Jan. 16th 
 

Members Concert · February 7 · 3:00pm 
Brevard Davidson Presbyterian Church 249 E. Main Street, Brevard NC 

 
Monty Bennett Organ Concert · March 14 · 4:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Nativity · 2425 Hendersonville Rd, Arden NC 



Blue Ridge AGO August/September 2026 Page 3 

 

Choral Evensong: Remembering Bev Ward 
 

St. James Episcopal Church · September 27 · 5:00pm 
 

The St. James Choir will offer Choral Evensong for St. Michael & All 
Angels on Sunday, Sep. 27 at 5:00 pm, with the prelude beginning at 
4:40 pm.. This service is offered in loving memory of Bev Ward, who 
died earlier this year. Bev was a quiet, gentle man but a GIANT in the 
field of church music. He was the last of the charter members of the 
Association of Anglican Musicians, the annual conference which I  
attend every summer. He was Director of Music at St. James Episco-
pal Cathedral in Chicago from 1965-1968, and was Administrative As-
sistant and Director of Music/Organist at St. James, Hendersonville 
from 1994-2000. He was instrumental in the installation of the Har-
rison & Harrison organ in 1999, and was Captain of the Tower Bells 
and rang for many years. 
Artist in Residence Tate Addis will be playing two of his organ pieces 
during the prelude for the service, which begins at 4:40 p.m. Tate will 
also be playing Sowerby’s Rest in Peace. The St James Choir will sing 
Bev’s beautiful setting of Ubi Caritas as a choral benediction at the end of the service. The choir will 
also be singing My Guardian Angel by Judith Weir, Preces & Responses by Sumsion, Evening Service 
in C by Ossewaarde, and In the Year That King Uzziah Died by David Williams. Plan now to attend 
this beautiful service in memory of Bev Ward. 
 

 --Brad Gee, Director of Music/Organist 

www.blueridgeago.org 

 
Evensong for St. Francis of Assisi  

 

Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross, Tryon NC  
 

October 4 · 4:00pm 
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For more information about the repertoire for this event, contact Blue 
Ridge AGO chapter member Philip Newton at signalphilip (@) gmail.com 
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Is your membership current? In addition to the superlative  
programming you’ve come to expect from the Blue Ridge chapter, your  

membership includes a subscription to The American Organist, the glossiest 
professional publication in the lower 48! Please visit www.agohq.org  
to check on the status of your membership, or contact chapter registrar Tom  
Bernard: Tbernardjr1949 (at) gmail.com 
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Open Positions 
 
Brevard First United Methodist Church is seeking a par t-time choir accompanist to serve our music minis-
tries. The ideal candidate would be an experienced accompanist capable of sight-reading and familiar with 
United Methodist hymnody. The ability to accompany on the organ and a music degree is desired, but not re-
quired. Availability for regular Wednesday night choir rehearsals and Sunday morning services occasional re-
hearsals with other ensembles is necessary. Interested applicants should email questions and/or resume to mu-
sicdirector@brevardfumc.org   

 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Asheville 
First Church of Christ, Scientist in downtown Asheville - 64 North French Broad, 
needs an organist to begin in October. The services are held from 10:30- 11:30 on 
Sunday mornings. The job includes: 7 min. prelude, 3 hymns, accompany a soloist, 2 
min. collection and 5 min. postlude. Compensation negotiable based on experience. 
Would even consider two organists, each taking 2 or 3 Sundays a month.  
 

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Brevard  
St Philip’s Episcopal Church in Brevard, North Carolina 0is seeking an  
Organist and Collaborator to nurture music ministry. St. Philip’s is the  
only Episcopal Church in our county and is composed of a wonderful  
mix of retirees and families who bring a great diversity in musical tastes  
and sensibilities. The Organist will be adept at employing music in liturgy.  
This person will work in tandem with the Director of Music Ministry.  
Important to the position is a well-versed background in the literature of  
choral music and the ability and willingness to accompany and rehearse 
church music of various styles from the Anglican tradition and beyond.  
We seek a creative and professional musician with inclusive tastes and  
a passion for encouraging active participation in the liturgical life of the  
congregation. 
  
Job Summary: As a partner in ministry, the Organist will promote the Vision and Mission of St Philip’s  
Episcopal Church and strive to embody Christian values and be a friendly, welcoming presence to all who 
come in contact with St. Philip’s Church. The Organist is charged with assisting the Director of Music  
Ministry in the planning and implementation of music in worship programming at St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church. This collaboration will facilitate active participation of the congregation in the liturgical life of  
the church and to encompass the wide tradition of sacred music. Reports to the Director of Music Ministry  
15-18 hrs /week Salary: $30,000 annually. If interested, please contact Brittnee Siemon, Director of Music 
Ministry, at music@stphilipsbrevardnc.org. 
 

 

www.blueridgeago.org 

Substitutes Available 
The Blue Ridge AGO maintains a list of chapter members and friends who 

are available to substitute in the western North Carolina area. Please  
contact  newsletter editor David Anderson for more information:  

cantordavid@stmarkslutheran.net 
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New York, NY 10115 
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About Us 
Our mission is to enrich lives through organ and choral music. To achieve 

this, we encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music; 

inspire, educate, and offer certification for organists and choral conductors; 

provide networking, fellowship, and mutual support; nurture future  

generations of organists; promote the organ in its historic and evolving  

roles; and engage wider audiences with organ and choral music.  

Area Organs 
First United Methodist Church, Waynesville NC 
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Come hear this organ at our September 12 event!  


