
   American Guild of Organists 
 

   Blue Ridge Chapter 
 

       

          www.blueridgeago.org 

 

From the Dean 
 

Happy Advent friends and colleagues.  Indeed, thereôs a song in the air! 

For some of you, it sounds like ñflight of a bumblebeeò, as you dream  

intently of ñsilent night.ò For others in your congregations, itôs the  

anticipation of beautiful organ and choral music. Our members this  

year seem to be singing and playing like angels as never before. Thank 

you colleagues for the beautiful music you are making.  
 

Many of us delighted to gather in Brevard last month to sing / read 

through many staples of choral anthems, and some new organ releases, 

generously provided by Lois Fyfe music company.  Many thanks to  

Brennan Szafron (brilliant in his maiden voyage!) who led us in singing, 

and provided insightful and fun anecdotes along the way.  Likewise, a 

BIG thank you to Michael Helman for his masterful sight reading skills at the piano, and for hosting 

the meeting at Brevard Davidson River Presbyterian Church and demonstrating the organ. We  

always enjoy hearing another instrument in the area.  
 

I am feeling really good about our BRAGO chapter and I sense that many of you are too.  Yes, that  

IS a fund raising campaign opener. The AGO National office has laid down a challenge to all  

chapters.  If a chapter raises $500, they will match it.  $500 + $500 for programming, 

to bring in the best.  I believe we can do that easily.  If every member contributes just $10, we would 

be successful.  We have set up a link on our home page to receive donations online.  I am confident 

that it is easy and secure. We have already received several donations. Click here to visit our  

website:  www.blueridgeago.org. Can you contribute $10, $20, $50, $100?  Could we knock this 

out into the cosmos by Christmas? Hark! The herald angels sing!  The Executive Committee would 

be very VERY grateful. A Merry Christmas to one and all.  
 

One more thing. I just received a phone call from National Office letting me know that I had won the 

election for Southeast Regional Ambassador with around 250 votes.  I am so very grateful for that 

support and your votes from our (upgraded merged unified bigger) Blue Ridge AGO members.   
 

Wishing you a very joyful holiday season, 
 

Tim Shepard, BRAGO Dean, Southeast Regional Ambassador elect 

http://www.blueridgeago.org
http://www.blueridgeago.org
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Holy Cross Advent Recital Series 

 
Wednesdays at 12 noon Ŀ free will offering 

 

 Dec. 3
rd
: Benjamin Barker, hammer dulcimer 

  
 Dec. 10

th
: Tate C. Addis, organ playing excerpts  

      from "La Nativite du Seigneur" by Olivier Messiaen 
  
 Dec. 17

th
: "Holy Harmony" vocal ensemble  
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