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From the Dean

Happy new year everyone. 2026 is off and running. Ihave some good news, good news.

v.blueridgeago.org

We, the members and friends of BRAGO, have surpassed our fund raising challenge/goal and
passed $500 the day before Christmas Eve. Thank you to all who were able to give. I realize
December has many extra expenses. We acknowledge and thank our contributors elsewhere in
the newsletter, with many thanks. It is never too late to give the chapter a high-five and contribute
something when you are feeling flush. Your support is crucial to our success, and very much
appreciated when it comes.

There’s more good news. The merger of the Western North Carolina and Blue Ridge chapters has

been officially approved by National Council and we begin the process of dotting the’i’s” and
crossing the “t’s” at the council’s guidance. We begin this new year stronger than ever!

Our next meeting is Saturday, January 24 at the home of
member John Beaver in South Asheville. There is complete
information and invitation elsewhere. I look forward to learning [
about Hauptwerk, catching up with colleagues, and making new ey
friends. I hear there is homemade cheesecake, too. Thanks, John, H H u P -I- UJ E R H
for opening your home and being a loyal BRAGO member for many

years. I encourage our members to invite a friend who might become RS ERA = S

a friend of our work and mission. Go tell it on the mountain that
music is sounding in the mountains!

Tim Shepard, Dean

A big thank you to these members and friends who contributed
to our challenge grant. We exceeded our goal and raised $775!
Donors as of January 7 are:

Thomas Bernard, Denise Bernard, Tim Shepard, Robert Kinter,
Brennan Szafron, Michael Helman, Lesley Bush, Michael Brannon,
David Anderson, Scott Coates, JC Cecconi, Ann Mcalpin, Paul Wolfe,
Sharon Boone, Rhonda Furr, Kathryn Rivers, John Beaver
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF

St. John in the Wilderness

ﬂ FRIENDS OF MUSIC & THE ARTS SERIES.P

CHARLES FROST oroanisr
AND

LUCY OWEN HOYT

FREE

SOPRANO CONCERT
3 DONATIONS
Join us for an afternoon of organ GRATEFULLY

ACCEPTED
TO SUPPORT THE MUSIC
& ARTS SERIES

music featuring African-
American composers and
spirituals.

aeei= SUNDAY,
B JANuARYIS

@ 4:00PM

Q CHURCH
2e% 1895 GREENVILLE HWY,
FLAT ROCK

LEARN MORE
www.stjohnflatrock.org
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Hauptwerk Organ Demonstration

Our next chapter event will be held on Saturday January 24th @ 4 p.m. at the
home of John Beaver in South Asheville. John has graciously offered his home to
demonstrate his “Hauptwerk” model digital organ. Digital organs using computer

monitors are becoming increasingly common. Not only will John offer a
demonstration; he will provide cheesecake along with hot and cold drinks. This
promises to be a lovely way to spend a Saturday afternoon. All are welcome!

1010 Windsor Drive - Asheville, NC 28803
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Blue Ridge AGO Members’ Recital

February 15 - 3:00pm
First United Methodist Church, Hendersonville NC

Casavant\Oi)us 3124 - 3 manuals, 43 ranks

Save the Date!
An extraordinary weekend with Wesley Hall - March 21-22

https://www.wesleyharrisonhall.com

.blidgeago.org |
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MUSICAL TERMS

ALLEREGRETTO: When you're 16 measures into the
piece and suddenly realize you set a too-fast tempo

ANGUS DEI: To play, with a divinely beefy tone

A PATELLA: Accompanied by knee-slapping

APOLOGGIATURA: A composition that you regret
playing

APPROXIMATURA: A series of notes not intended by the
composer, yet played with an "I meant to do that"
attitude

APPROXIMENTO: A musical entrance that is somewhere
in the vicinity of the correct pitch

DILL PICCOLINI: An exceedingly small wind instrument
that plays only sour notes

FERMANTRA: A note held over and over and over and
over and...

FIDDLER CRABS: Grumpy string players

FLUTE FLIES: Those tiny insects that bother musicians
in outdoor gigs

FRUGALHORN: A sensible and inexpensive brass
instrument

GAUL BLATTER: A French horn player

GREGORIAN CHAMP: The title bestowed upon the monk
who can hold a note the longest

PLACEBO DOMINGO: A faux tenor

SPRITZICATO: An indication to string instruments to
produce a bright and bubbly sound

TEMPO TANTRUM: What an elementary school
orchestra is having when it's not following the
conductor

YOUNG

Competition

Sponsored by the
Greater Columbia AGO Chapter _f

Saturday, March 7, 2026
Columbia, S.C.

Open to grades 8-12

First Prize $3,000
Second Prize $2,000
Third Prize $1,500
Hymn Playing Award $1000
For rules and application see

Young Organist Competition 2026
at www.columbiaago.org

Newly discovered organ works by JS Bach

ARCHIV LEIPZIC

As of 17 November, the index of Bach’s works (BWV) is richer by two
numbers: Leipzig Bach Archive director Peter Wollny has succeeded
in identifying two previously anonymous organ works as composed by
Johann Sebastian Bach. In a livestreamed official ceremony in the
presence of the Minister of State for Culture, Wolfram Weimer, and

the Mayor of Leipzig, Burkhard Jung, the city of Leipzig and together with the worldwide Bach community

celebrates the first performance of these works for 320 years in St Thomas’ Church in Leipzig.

Leipzig-based Bach researcher and Bach Archive director Peter Wollny has been familiar with the two works
that have just been identified as Bach’s, the Ciacona in D minor, BWV 1178, and the Ciacona in G minor,
BWV 1179, for more than 30 years. He found them in the Royal Library of Belgium. During the course of his
research career, the musicologist collected numerous clues which now, with the final piece of the puzzle — the
naming of the scribe — form a complete picture. This identification took place in the context of work on the
BACH Research Portal, a research project by the Saxon Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Leipzig, in
which for the first time all the available archive resources about the entire Bach family of musicians are being
opened up and made publicly available in digital form.

The two anonymus works Ciacona in D minor und Ciacona in G minor are held in Bibliothéque royale de Bel-
gique de Bruxelles / Koninklijke Bibliotheek van Belgi€¢ (Konigliche Bibliothek Belgiens), Bruxelles/Brussels,
shelf mark: Ms 11 3911 Mus (Fétis 2013). The sheet music is available from Breitkopf & Hartel. The
livestream of the official ceremony, including a performance of the works by Dutch organist Ton Koopman in
St Thomas’ Church, Leipzig, can be accessed on-demand YouTube-Kanal des Bach-Archivs.



https://www.kbr.be/en/about-kbr/
https://www.kbr.be/en/about-kbr/
https://www.youtube.com/bacharchivleipzig
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This monthly feature from the Blue Ridge AGO explores ways that our organization
provides resources for your real-world challenges. Get ready to get practical with:

SOS - Someone Offers Solutlons’

with Dr. Rhonda Furr

This year you were hit with an unexpected tax bill because of extra income related
to your part-time (or sub) organist job. You want to establish some new habits
that will make it better going forward. Where do you turn for help?

Check out this AGO HQ Webinar:

Tax Tips for Part-Time and Substitute Organists

As tax time approaches, Kenna Payne and Jeffrey Verkuilen, both organists AND CPAs,
offer helpful tips for both part-time and substitute church organists.

https://youtu.be/sxDOdLPByL0?si=uolpSgZEPfFm3o0a9 v

Is your membership current? In addition to the excellent programming you’ve

come to expect from the Blue Ridge chapter, your membership includes a subscription to
The American Organist, the glossiest magazine east and west of the Rio Grande.
Please visit www.agohq.org to check on the status of your membership, or contact chapter
registrar Tom Bernard: Tbernardjr1949 (at) gmail.com

NA'[lONA CONVENTO | e |||

k\



https://youtu.be/sxDOdLPByL0?si=uolpSgZEPfFm3oa9
https://youtu.be/sxDOdLPByL0?si=uolpSgZEPfFm3oa9
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Open Positions

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Fairview NC
Lutheran (ELCA) congregation in Fairview, N.C. seeking pianist to support Sunday morning worship.

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in Fairview is searching for a pianist (or pianist/guitarist) to play for our
services Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Worship is casual and cozy with an average attendance of 20 people.
Worship music consists of a mix of contemporary and traditional music, generall this is a prelude, three
hymns/songs, a psalm refrain and postlude as well as some liturgical service music. We welcome all types
of people to Abiding Savior and are an LGBTQ+ affirming church. The accompanist will work with the
interim pastor to choose songs and play on Sunday mornings, as well as Christmas Eve and Wednesday
evening services during Lent.

Qualifications

— Skilled piano player

— Guitar playing would be a definite plus but is not required

— Experience with church music - both traditional and contemporary — is preferred
— Small church experience or desire to work in a small community preferred

— Flexibility, sight-reading and willingness to collaborate are desired

For more information or to apply for this position, please email president@abidingsaviorlutheranchurch.org

First Presbyterian Church, Greeneville, Tennessee (Presbyterian Church, USA)

First Presbyterian — Greeneville is endeavoring to hire an organist for the two traditional services each week.
Salary: $ 17,000 per year, 10 hours per week, contractual part-time employee, under the supervision of the
Director of Music. Responsibilities for this part-time position include providing accompaniment for our choir
and congregation as well as voluntaries during services. Music is one of the hallmarks of our congregation
and we support efforts to continually grow this ministry. Music is a tool for leading people to Christ, for
strengthening our faith, for helping persons experience true worship, and for glorifying God.

Qualifications Include: A high level of musical talent, proficiency, education, and experience playing the
organ in liturgical services is required. Proficiency playing the piano is required. A Bachelor’s degree in
organ, piano, or sacred music is preferred. Five years’ experience as an organist in a liturgical, mainline
protestant church is preferred.

Applications should be sent to the attention of the Organist Search Committee at fpcscty@gmail.com.
The church telephone number is (423) 638-4533. For more information on our church community,
or to stream a live service, please visit us at www.firstpresgreeneville.org.

A candidate qualified as an organist, and also as a choir director, may apply for a part-time (20 hours/week)

combined position: Director of Music. Please contact fpcscty@gmail.com for the description of the choir-
related and administrative duties for the combined position.

*

Www.blueljgeago.org
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First United Methodist Church, Waynesville, NC
Waynesville First United Methodist Church is seeking
a passionate and skilled musician to lead our Chancel
Choir. We are looking for a leader who can balance
musical excellence with a heart for ministry,
encouraging volunteers while maintaining high
standards. The position is part-time and includes
directing the Chancel Choir on Sunday mornings
throughout the year and leading Wednesday evening
rehearsals September through May. Select, prepare,
and direct the chancel choir, collaborate with the Pastor g
and/or Worship Committee, recruit, encourage, and
support volunteer choir members of varying skill
levels, work closely with the church organist, prepare/
direct special services such as Christmas Eve and Holy Week, oversee the management of the music library
and annual music budget. Qualifications: A degree in Music, experience conducting an adult choir within a
church setting, strong conducting skills, excellent communication and interpersonal skills, a commitment to
Christian faith and to the mission, vision, and values of our church. Approximately 20 hours per week which
are flexible based on the liturgical seasons; $20,000-25,000.

For more details and how to apply: https://tinyurl.com/mry2uf46

First United Methodist Church, Brevard, NC

First United Methodist Church of Brevard seeks a full-time Organist and Director of Music to lead and enrich
our vibrant and diverse music ministry. Our congregation averages around 200 multi-generational worshippers
each Sunday, united by our mission: “We are Christ’s people, drawn together in love, moving out to serve.”
The Organist/Director of Music provides leadership for all musical activities of the church. The Director over-
sees and collaborates with choirs, instrumental ensembles, handbell groups, and the praise band, fostering an
inclusive and spiritually enriching worship environment. The ideal candidate will uphold and support the be-
liefs and worship practices of the United Methodist Church. Brevard FUMC has a long-standing reputation for
musical excellence within both the church and the community. Our sanctuary houses a three-manual Schantz
pipe organ (28 ranks), enhanced with a Festival Trumpet rank and updated electrical system, supported by an
endowed foundation. A two-manual tracker organ graces our chapel, and other instruments include a harpsi-
chord, handbells, Orff instruments, and more. Our praise band leads the contemporary worship service each
Sunday. Learn more about our music ministry at brevardfumc.org.

Required Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in Church or Sacred Music (or equivalent); strong organ and key-
board proficiency; substantial experience directing choral ensembles; demonstrated leadership and supervisory
skills; ability to build relationships and collaborate with musicians of all ages. Preferred: Graduate degree in
Organ, Church, or Sacred Music; experience directing handbell and/or instrumental ensembles; familiarity
with contemporary worship and praise music. Salary: $50,000-$70,000, commensurate with experience and
skills; health insurance; retirement plan; paid vacation and sick leave

To apply, please submit: a cover letter including a brief personal statement of faith; a résumé highlighting
relevant experience.

Email materials or request a detailed job description at admin@brevardfumc.org


https://tinyurl.com/mry2uf46
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About Us

Our mission is to enrich lives through organ and choral music. To achieve
this, we encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music
inspire, educate, and offer certification for organists and choral conductors;
provide networking, fellowship, and mutual support; nurture future
generations of organists; promote the organ in its historic and evolving
roles; and engage wider audiences with organ and choral music.
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Area Organs
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First United Methodist Church, Waynesville NC
Casavant Freres Opus 3774, 1998 - 50 ranks, 3 manuals

SURREPTITIOUSLY SWITCHING ON THE AIR-
COMPRESSOR OF THE GIANT ELECTRIC PIPE-
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