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Year in Review 
 

 

We kicked off our 2022/23 programs with a Dinner Social on September 13 at 
Grace Lutheran Church, Hendersonville. Chapter members and guests enjoyed a 
catered meal and time to socialize and get acquainted with our now 50-member 
chapter. After dinner we heard and played the Rogers/Zimmer organ in the  
sanctuary. Thanks to Burton Bumgarner and Grace Lutheran for hosting us.   

 
The chapter hosted a Choral Reading Session on October 22 at First United 
Methodist Church in Hendersonville. Several local choir directors led an  
enthusiastic group in singing new music and old favorites. This event was very 
well received; the only complaint was that it was not long enough! Thanks to 
our directors, and Michael Brannon and First UMC for hosting us.  

 
On November 5 at Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian, the chapter hosted  
a Handbell Workshop. Handbell ringers from throughout the area gathered with 
handbell composer, clinician, and chapter member Michael Helman to explore  
a variety of music and techniques during a morning of handbell ringing, music 
making, and fun fellowship. Thank you Michael for an excellent program.  
 

On February 27 we gathered at Fletcher United Methodist Church for a presentation on Clergy and Musicians 
as a Team. Members treated their clergy guests to a catered meal and socializing time, followed by a 
talk by Kyle Ritter and Todd Donatelli. Kyle and Todd worked together as Canon for Music and Dean at the 
Cathedral of All Souls, and had many insights on clergy-musician relationships. They took questions from the 
audience, and a productive conversation ensued. Many thanks to our presenters, and to Blaine Russell and 
Fletcher UMC for hosting us.  

 
On March 25 we held a Young Organists Recital at the Schantz/Cornell organ  
at Christ School in Arden. Dr. Joby Bell from Appalachian State University  
brought several of his students to demonstrate this instrument. They played an  
interesting program of music by Bach, Matthias, Gigout, Howells, and more.  
The chapter was pleased to be able to support the next generation of organists  
through this program. Thank you to James Cassarino for hosting this event.   
 
The Annual Meeting was held on Saturday May 6 at the First Baptist Church in Hendersonville. After pastries, 
fruit, coffee, and fellowship, the chapter accepted unanimously the nominees for next yearôs board. We also 
recognized Past Dean Tim Shepard for his dedicated work for the chapter (before and during a global  
pandemic!) Another part of this program was to build an organ using an OrgelKids kit. This is a handcrafted 
small organ that arrives disassembled. The kit was on loan from Clemson university, and we were assisted by 
Linda Dzuris, the Carilloneur at Clemson. We also enjoyed hearing and playing the 45 rank Casavant 
at the church. Thanks to Vance Yoder and First Baptist for hosting us.  
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Meet Your 2023/24 Blue Ridge AGO Board  
 

Vance Yoder, Dean Vance Yoder, organist at Hendersonville First Baptist, is a 
retired college president with M.M. and Ph.D. degrees in music from Indiana U. and 
Ohio State U., respectively, teaching at both while a graduate student. Earlier he has 
been a college faculty member, dean, and academic V.P., and consultant-evaluator 
on 35 accreditation teams, chairing 18. He has given recitals in Hendersonville and 
Brevard, served as chair of the Henderson Co. Library Board and president of two 
local Rotary clubs. He and his wife, Marilyn, have three married sons and eleven 
grandchildren.  

 
Thomas Bernard, Treasurer and Sub-Dean  
After retirement from practicing Orthopedic Surgery, my wife and I moved from  
Columbus, Georgia to Asheville having always loved Western North Carolina. We  
both play piano and organ and were long time members of the Columbus AGO where  
I served as treasurer for over 12 years. As the Blue Ridge AGO treasurer, I look forward 
to serving our members, and working with the other board officers as we share the  
common goals of growing our chapter, providing excellent musical and educational 
meetings and supporting future young organists. 
 
 
 

JC Cecconi, Secretary, received a BA from Harpur College, SUNY  
Binghamton, and an MBA in Hospital Administration from Baruch College, CUNY 
and the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine. He is a former naval officer, has a private  
pilot license and is retired from a career in hospital and academic administration.  
He has held positions as Organist, and Minister of Music in NY churches, and 
served as the regular organist for several Masonic lodges and Eastern Star chapters. 
He is a past Dean of the Westchester Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 
He resides in Connestee Falls.  

 
Rhonda Furr, Member at Large, retired with her  
husband to North Carolina in 2021 after serving more than 30 years as professor of 
musicology and organ at Houston Baptist University, and 17 years as organist at First 
Presbyterian Church of Houston.  She is a former Dean of the AGO Houston Chapter 
and was the Convention Coordinator for the 2016 AGO National Convention. Rhonda 
received her BSEd and MME at Western Carolina University and her DMA at South-
ern Seminary in Louisville KY. In retirement Rhonda and her husband continue in 
ministry and enjoy spending time with their four children and eleven grandchildren.  
 

 
 

Timothy Wissler, Member at Large, retired from the Cathedral of Christ the 
King in Atlanta, moved to Asheville, joined the Blue Ridge and Asheville AGO  
chapters and is enjoying meeting and working with church musicians in these  
beautiful mountains. Tim received a DMA degree from the University of Michigan 
and served as Dean of the Atlanta Chapter and as a member of the steering  
committees for two national and one regional convention. For the national AGO  
office he was a member and chair of the Quimby Regional Competitions for the 
Young Organist committee. In Atlanta he taught at Mercer University Atlanta and 
Georgia State University. He enjoys cycling, yoga and playing pickleball with his 
wife Anne. 


