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Benefits of Membership in the USRJWRD to Member Counties.

/Counties, ND which as a portion of its land area is in the Upper Sheyenne basin, gains many benefits from its membership in the Upper Sheyenne Joint Water Resource District Board. These benefits can be broken into three main areas; access to funds and technical assistance to projects that benefit the county, exposure to water resource information in a timely and useful matter, and a loud voice to advocate on behalf of county water interest.
Project Funding and Technical Assistance

As the Upper Sheyenne Board has become increasingly active over the last eight years, it has become involved in numerous projects that have been benefited the basin.

Sheyenne Dam Restoration-The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Board assisted the Eddy County Water Resource District in the restoration and enhancement of Sheyenne Dam. Though the efforts of the Joint Board, cost-share was provided by six groups, including the Upper Sheyenne River Joint Board, State Water Commission, Southeast Cass Watershed District, North Dakota Game and Fish, Sheyenne Sand and Gravel, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Without these partners, restoring Sheyenne Dam would have been beyond he means of Eddy County. Further, the dam would likely have been washed out in the last two years.


Bald Hill Creek Crossing Inventory-The Upper Sheyenne Board convinced the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to conduct a survey of crossing of the majority of the Bald hill Creek at no cost to the basin counties. This survey provided survey data on all of the man-made crossings on that reach of the creek; culvert sizes, conditions, elevations, and pictures. This provided a useful water management tool for the two counties that share the creek.

Sheyenne River Water Quality Analysis-Starting with sampling in 2009 and continuing through 2010, the North Dakota Department of Health and county Soil Conservation Districts cooperated in a sampling and analysis of the entire main stem of the Upper Sheyenne River. Each of the sampled counties provided cost-shared to this project, which has as its goal developing a baseline of water quality in the river, from which to determine how land management and environmental factors affect the river, and providing an avenue for directing future funds towards beneficial projects. 

Future Dam Restorations: The Upper Sheyenne Board has secured guarantees of funding for several other dam restoration projects in the basin. These funds will allow counties that otherwise would not be able to afford it, to tackle projects important to them. Past 20 years including Sheyenne Dam, Warwick Dam, Bouret Dam and funds, for Ueland Dam funding not completed.
Water Resource Information:

Often, county water boards are busy dealing with local issues and problems. As a result they do not always have the time to follow regional and national water issues that my affect them. The Upper Sheyenne Joint Board has an interest and expertise in these far-ranging issues, relevant to them. Notable issues in recent years that the Upper Sheyenne Joint Board has been involved in include amendments to the wetland definitions, funding for flood control and water supply projects in the state, and Devils Lake water management.
The State Water Commission believes and supports the efforts of the Board to provide basin water management that they have agreed to provide assistance for meetings and member counties.

Basin Water Advocacy

Without an Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board, it would prove exceedingly difficult and substantially more expensive for member counties to accomplish many of the things that they have over the last eight years. In coming years, the Board will continue its strong advocacy of basin goals and its support of basin projects. Every dollar spent by a member county, as a multiplicative effect when combined with the other member counties. 

Many of the counties in the Upper Sheyenne River basin have small populations, whose voice can be overwhelmed by the more populous counties. The Upper Sheyenne River Joint board has been at the forefront of advocating for basin counties in the issues that matter to them. Whether it is providing cost-share for important projects at the state level, wetland laws at the federal level, or meeting with concerned citizens, the Upper Sheyenne River Board has proven effective at promoting the wishes of the basin counties by demonstrating the adage that “The squeaky wheel gets the grease.”

· Upper Sheyenne River

-Erosion assessment Project 2017-2020

· Funding Partnerships with Regional Joint Boards, Cities, Federal State and NGO

· RCPP/Retention Authority Funding

· USFW Service Fish Passages Agreements

· Pilot Projects along Sheyenne River Main Stem under ND State Legislative “Pilot Project” Funding
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