GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD
February 18th, 2026
The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board met on February 18th, 2026, at the Garrison Diversion, Carrington, ND.
Managers Present:  
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Josh Ihry, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Anthony Roorda, Stutsman County WRD 
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 

Others Known To Be Present:  	
Mandar Nangare, Barr Engineering
Yaping Chi ,ND Department of Water Resources
Dani Quissell, ND Water
Sean Fredricks, Ohnstad Twitchell
Tasha Krueger, Secretary, Upper Sheyenne River Joint WRB

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Deck called the meeting to order @ 9:00 A.M. 

ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken with eight counties present.
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Ben Varnson, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Vietz, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Anthony Roorda, Stutsman County WRD 

AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was reviewed.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Schaefer.  Motion carried.
MINUTES OF GENERAL DECEMBER 9th, 2025:  Minutes from the General December 9th, 2025, meeting was emailed out.  Motion to approve the Minutes of General December 9th, 2025, was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Schaefer.  Motion carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk190872121]MINUTES OF SPECIAL DECEMBER 16th, 2025:  Minutes from the Special December 16th, 2025, meeting was emailed out.  Motion to approve the Minutes of Special December 16th, 2026, was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Schaefer.  Motion carried.


Election Process
The floor is open for nominations for chairman. Monty Schaffer-Eddy County, nominated Tor Bergstrom County, Seconded by Bill Deck-Pierce County, All Voted yes, Roll Call Vote: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Josh Ihry-Steele County, Anthony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
The floor is open for nominations for vice chairman. Monty Schaffer-Eddy County, nominated Jerry Heib-Barnes County, due to a new board member on the Stutsman County Board, seconded by, Bill Deck-Pierce County. All Voted yes, Roll Call Vote: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Josh Ihry-Steele County, Anthony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
The floor is open for nominations for secretary/treasurer. Monty Schaffer-Eddy County nominated Tasha Krueger-Steele County, Seconded by Bill Deck-Pierce County, All Voted yes, Roll Call Vote: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Josh Ihry-Steele County, Anthony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
Motion was made by Monty Schaffer-Eddy County to approve the State Bank of Lakota as the pledges of security & depositories, Seconded by Bill Deck-Pierce County, All Voted yes, Roll Call Vote: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Josh Ihry-Steele County, Anthony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  The checkbook balance as of February 18th, 2025, was $123,137.46.  There has been income of $16,935.76; expenses of $22,706.09 and currently the checkbook balance is $117, 367.13.  The total funds on hand are $59,015.65.  A Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Heib.  Upon Roll Call vote, Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Ben Varnson-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  The following bills were presented for approval:  Ohnstad Twitchell (1852); $850.00; Tasha Krueger (1853) $1,154.54; Ohnstad Twitchell (1854) $150.00; Tasha Krueger (1855) $ 1,133.45; Garrison Diversion (1856) $30.00; Barr Engineering (1857) $3,230.50; Total Expenses of $6,578.49.  Motion to approve Board Election was made by Manager Schaefer, Seconded by Manager Deck. Upon Roll Call vote, Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County-Not present, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Anthony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
AUDIT: 
The Legislature passed a bill requiring an audit to be conducted at least every 2 years. Discussion was held on joining the Steele County Audit with the approval of the board. The Upper Sheyenne would be responsible for the cost of the audit.

BUDGET:
A formal budget process needs to be conducted. 
BY-LAWS:
Benson County and Sheridan County decided to dissolved their membership with the Upper Sheyenne River Joint Board. There was discussion on dissolving the current by-law agree and creating new by-laws.
Mandar discussed how this dissolvement will affect the current projects moving forward. 
Manager Ihry is Manager Bergströms alternate for the meeting today. Ihry serves on the Red River Joint Board. He suggested outreach to every county to educate the County Commission and Water Managers on the benefits of being part of the board.
The legislature was discussing a proposed bill to create a watershed district vs water board district. 
At this time, several counties were part of joint boards which is a similar model to the watershed district. 
SB 2210: Watershed Boundary Study Support 
Legislative management study to look at water management authority from political boundaries to watershed boundaries.  Study how watershed boards might be structured, how disputed are resolved, and how projects are planned and implemented. 
SB 2372: Watershed District Operations
Proposed creating a new chapter in state law to establish watershed districts cover all land in the state based on major watershed basin. 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – DANI HANSON:
Dani Quisselll was presented for an update.
The manager training from the December Conference is available the Water Resource website.
There will be semi regular trainings for the Water Board Secretary/Treasurers.
Agriculture and Water Management Committee 
A meeting will be held on March 31st, 2026 to discuss taxation on inundated lands, and formular for conducting an economic analysis for assessment drain projects 

Water Topics 
A meeting will be held on March 26th, 2026 to discuss duties assigned to the committee, storm project policies, and funding sources. 


Water Development Planning 
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) and State Water Commission (SWC) are beginning their water development planning process for the 2027-2029 biennium. Project sponsors with new projects that may request SWC cost-share in the future should submit those projects as part of this planning process. In addition, unfunded projects submitted to the 2025 or previous Water Development Plans must re-submit updated information to be included in the 2027 Plan. Please note: projects that are identified in the state’s Water Development Plan are considered for funding ahead of those that are not.

UPPER SHEYENNE PILOT PROJECT UPDATE – MANDAR NANGARE:
Mandar reported. 
Site #10-Nelson County-Construction hasn’t started yet. MNL had equipment breakdown due to deep frost depth. Construction is planned for late March. It should be completed in 2-2.5 week. All the easements and permits have been approved. The pumps won’t be turned on until the end of April/May. The construction should be completed by the time the pumps are turned on.
The completion date is scheduled to be completed by November, 2025. 
The Joint Board can be will plan a site tour for Site #5 & Site #10 in June, 2025.
NRCS-RCPP Program
Mandar updated. 
The proposed sites in Eddy County. 
-Austin Langley in Sec N 19-150-64 This site is NOT identified in the Barr's proposal
-Howard Allen in Sec 2-150-65.  This site is identified as site #1 in Barr's proposal.
- David and Michael Allmaras in S 3-149-64.  This site is identified as site #2 in Barr's proposal.
Barr Engineering will be out on site taking some pictures and make observations. They will be contacting the landowners for permission to trespass on their land. 
The following sites are potential fencing sites.
The #5 site in Benson County.
	Benson County

	West Antelope Township

	Sec. 20

	T151N, R 68W



The #6 site in Eddy County.
	Eddy County

	Grandfield Township

	Sec. 2

	T150N, R 67W




The #11 site in Nelson County.
	Nelson County

	Lee Township

	Sec. 31

	T149N, R 58W



US FISH & WILDLIFE
Dave Azure presented. A Hydrology Study is being conducted at Lamb Lake in Nelson County.
ND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY:
Emily was unable to be present. 
319 Grant-Roughly $154,000 was extended to December, 2026.
New 319 Grant was accepted. The eligible candidate will be awarded $360,000.00. The approval is expected to be in March, 2026.
COUNTY REPORTS 
Barnes – Lots of drain tile projects. 
Benson – Not Present. 
Eddy – New Board Member, Brady Richter 
Nelson – Snagging and Clearing Project.
Pierce – Signed off.
Sheridan – Red River Valley Supply going thru McClusky canal-water pumping and treatment plant will be storing 2-5 million gallons of water in storage tanks. Emergency Action Plan to be considered.
Steele – No Update.
Stutsman – 4 out of 5 new members on the board. Feasibility phase study. 
NEXT MEETING – 
Next Regular Meeting-March 18th, 2026, at 9:00 am, Valley City Eagles Event Center, Valley City, ND
ADJOURNMENT – A Motion to Adjourn was made by Manager Whitman at 10:30 A.M.  Chair Veitz adjourned the meeting.

____________________________
Kevin Vietz, Chair



____________________________
Tasha Krueger, Secretary
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