GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD
March 18th, 2026
The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board met on March 18th, 2026, at the Valley City Eagles Club, Valley City, ND.
Managers:  
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Ben Varnson and/or Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Tony Roorda, Stutsman County WRD 

Others Known To Be Present:  	
Mandar Nangare, Barr Engineering
Yaping, Chi- North Dakota
Sean Fredrickson-Ohnstad Twitchell
Dave Azure-U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Matt Lindsay- North Dakota Department of Water
Mike Opat-Houston Engineering
Tracy Stein
Tasha Krueger, Secretary, Upper Sheyenne River Joint WRB
(See Attached)

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Bergstrom called the meeting to order @ 9:03 A.M. 

ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken with eight counties present.
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD-Absent
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD-Absent
Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD-Absent
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Tony Roorda, Stutsman County WRD 

AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was reviewed.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Whitman.  Motion carried.
MINUTES OF GENERAL FEBRUARY 18th, 2026:  Minutes from the General Meeting February 18th, 2026, meeting was emailed out.  Motion to approve the Minutes of General Meeting February 18th, 2026, was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Whitman.  Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  The checkbook balance as of February 18th, 2026, was $117,367.13.   There has been income of $2,436.48; expenses of $6,578.49 and currently the checkbook balance is $113,225.12.  The total funds on hand are $113,225.12.  A Motion to approve the bills was made by Manager Deck. Seconded by Manager Roorda, Upon Roll Call vote, Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
Managers not present: Julie Beckstrand-Benson County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County
BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  The following bills were presented for approval:  U.S. Treasury-941 (1858) $504.90; Ohnstad Twitchell (1859); $864.00; Tasha Krueger (1860) $1,088.65; Valley City Eagles (1861) $149.55. 00; Total Expenses of $ 2,607.10. A Motion to approve the bills was made by Manager Deck.  Seconded by Manager Heib, Upon Roll Call vote, Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion Carried.
Managers not present: Julie Beckstrand-Benson County, Monte Schaffer-Eddy County, Kevin Veitz-Sheridan County
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER PILOT PROJECT UPDATE:
Mandar reported. 
3-Proposed Cattle Fencing Sites
· Benson County-Section 20-151-68
· Eddy County-Section 2-150-67
· Nelson County-Section 31-149-58
The boundaries for the fencing project were reviewed. 
The sites are located on private property, won’t require a contractor/permitting.
The fencing will help with the erosion on the banks for the Sheyenne River. 
NRCS Sites
Barr Engineering will be collecting field data, pictures and soil samples. They are schedule to be on site March 26th and 27th, 2026. The survey work will need to be done before the Devils Lake outlets are turned on.  The construction will be completed by December of 2024. 
ND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY:
Emily Lachenmeier was unable to be present. 
The North Dakota Department of Environment Quality 319 program has been extended until December 31st, 2026. The grant has a remaining $154,000.
The second application grant was submitted for $360,000. The notification of award hasn’t been awarded.  
BALD HILL DAM_SCOT TICKY:
Scott presented. 
The limited snow in the Sheyenne River Basin. The snow received melted off in February.
Lake Ashtabula-Bald hill Dam-
Outflow: 180 cfs.
Inflow between 400-550 cfs.
Steadily increase pool leave towards the bottom of conservation. 
A warm up in the beginning of March. There was an increased inflow as snow began to melt off. The freezing temperatures in mid-March have stabilized, the release of water will continue throughout the rest of the month. 
The warmer than normal temperatures predicted over the next two week, with near normal precipitation forecast.
DWR Devils Lake Outlets
The North Dakota Department of Water Resources operation of Devils Lake Outlets will likely operate. DWR controls the operation. 
If operated, total flow from the East End on May 14th and West End May 2nd Outlets will not exceed 600 cfs 
The Bald hill water control manual is currently being updated. 
The results from the initial assessment will be shared at the public presentation on May 8th and agency presentation on May 10th. 
Open for public comment from May 8 through June 8th.
The Bald hill dam main gates have been leaking and need repairing. The federal government funding 1.1 million to be restored. The lowest bid was 6.5 million. The concrete cracks were repaired until funding is available.  
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE:
Dave Azure was present.
Seasonal staff is being hired for the summer.
North Dakota Corn Growers had a presentation regarding drain tile permits and wetland easements. 
RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY:
Not present.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE –Sean Fredrickson:
Dani was unable to be presented. 
SB 2210: Watershed Boundary 
SB 2210 During the 2025-26 interim, the legislative management shall study the feasibility. The study is ongoing due to loss of members to Joint Boards.
State Water Commission Pre-Commission Meeting
The State Water Commission met on March 19 for its pre-commission meeting. The majority of the meeting was spent discussing funding within the water supply bucket, which provides funding for rural and municipal water supply projects. The municipal portion of that bucket does not have adequate funding for all the projects requesting funding at the April commission meeting. Requests amount to just less than $13 million more than is available. The rural water portion of that bucket also has limited dollars available.

Staff presented a proposal to prioritize projects that are in the water development plan. Those in the plan were then ranked using both the State Water Commission’s prioritization and then the prioritization criteria used by the Department of Environmental Quality for drinking water projects. Commissioners had lengthy discussion about the appropriate approach to this situation as well as how this may impact requests for funding in the future.

No decisions were made at the pre-commission meeting with regards to prioritization or funding so expect the conversation to continue at the April Water Commission meeting (April 8). Prior to the April meeting, the Water Commission will also sit with the interim Water Topics Committee to receive Deloitte’s study of the commission’s cost share policy.



Federal Funding for Water Supply Projects
The Bureau of Reclamation is providing $108 million in funding for the Eastern North Dakota Alternative Water Supply Project (ENDAWS), a critical component in the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, and the McClusky Canal, an irrigation canal managed by the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District that could be used for the water supply project. More information from Sen. John Hoeven’s office can be found here.

Water Development Planning Process Kicks Off
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) and State Water Commission (SWC) are beginning their water development planning process for the 2027-2029 biennium. Project sponsors with new projects that may request SWC cost-share in the future should submit those projects as part of this planning process. In addition, unfunded projects submitted to the 2025 or previous Water Development Plans must re-submit updated information to be included in the 2027 Plan. Please note: projects that are identified in the state’s Water Development Plan are considered for funding ahead of those that are not. Project information will be collected electronically through the DWR website at www.dwr.nd.gov under the heading “2027 Water Development Plan.” To ensure that your projects are included in this planning process, please submit your projects before April 30, 2026.

As passed by the 69th Legislative Assembly in 2025, NDCC 54-35-02.7 now requires projects seeking $10 million or more from the SWC to report to the interim Legislative Water Topics Overview Committee before May 31, 2026. Therefore, projects identified during the inventory process that meet this criterion will be forwarded on to the Water Topics Committee.

Upcoming Events
The Water Resource Districts Association is hosting its next WRD Secretary Training on March 23 at 10 a.m. The training will cover subsurface drainage permits and will be offered virtually. Please email staff@ndwater.net to receive the link.  

The next interim Water Topics Committee meeting will be held on March 26 at 9 a.m. in the Pioneer Room at the Capitol in Bismarck.

The next interim Agriculture and Water Management Committee meeting will be held on March 31 at 10 a.m. in the Roughrider Room at the Capitol in Bismarck.

The ND Water Users Association and the ND Water Resource Districts Association summer water conference will be held July 15-16 in Watford City.

The 22nd annual Top O’ the Day Tee-off will be held on August 10 at the Cross Roads Golf Course in Carrington. This golf scramble, held in memory of water giants Russ Dushinske and Warren Jamison, will benefit the Dushinske & Jamison Water Resources Scholarship. For more information, contact Stacey at the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District office at 701-652-3194.


ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES:
Yaping present. 
The current Devils Lake level is 1,448.89 which is 0.0-0.1 foot lower than last year. The peak is 1,449.6. 
In 2025, the peak lake level from March to September was 1,449.70. The lake experienced a small rise 0.3-0.4 foot followed by a steady summer decline.
Devils Lake is planning an operation meeting in April at the Lake Region College. 
The gates were shut due to high sulfate levels Cooperstown. 
The water development plan is due by April 30th, 2026.
The Lower Basin Commissioners are meeting July 8th, 2026. 
Motion was made by Manager Deck to change our regular scheduled meeting on June 17th, 2026 to July 8th, 2026 in Devils Lake following the Lower Basin Commission meeting, Seconded by Manager Heib, motion carried.
By-Laws:
Discussion on by-laws and how to address counties who are dropping out.
This will be discussed in further detail at the April 15th, 2026 meeting.
COUNTY REPORTS: 
Barnes – Lots of drain tile projects. 
Benson- Not Present.
Eddy – Not Present. 
Nelson – Snagging and Clearing Project with Ramsey/Nelson County.
Pierce – Drain cleaning issues with Sheridan County. CD-banking question.
Sheridan – Not Present.
Steele – Drain re-assessment. Drainage Complaint. 
Stutsman – Feasibility Study on Crystal Springs.
NEXT MEETING – 
Next Regular Meeting-April 15th, 2026, at 9:00 am, Garrison Diversion, Carrington, ND
ADJOURNMENT – A Motion to Adjourn was made by Manager Deck at 11:40 A.M. Seconded by Manager Roorda, Motion Carried. Chair Veitz adjourned the meeting.

____________________________
Tor Bergstrom, Chair



____________________________
Tasha Krueger, Secretary
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