GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD
December 9th, 2025
The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board met on December 9th, 2025, at the Garrison Diversion, Carrington, ND.
Managers:  
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
[bookmark: _Hlk196399622]Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Tood Whitman & Ben Varnson, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Julie Beckstrand, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Dennis Clark, Stutsman County WRD 

Others Known To Be Present:  	
Mandar Nangare, Barr Engineering
Tasha Krueger, Secretary, Upper Sheyenne River Joint WRB
(see sign in sheet)

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Veitz called the meeting to order @ 2:3 P.M. 

ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken with eight counties present.
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD-Not present
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD-Not present
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD-Not present
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Dennis Clark, Stutsman County WRD 

AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was reviewed.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by Manager Bergstrom.  Second by Manager Deck. Motion carried.
MINUTES OF GENERAL OCTOBER 15th, 2025:  Minutes from the General Meeting on October 15th, 2025 were reviewed. Motion to approve the Minutes of General Minutes from October 15th, 2025, was made by Manager Bergstrom.  Second by Manager Deck. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  The checkbook balance as of December 9th, 2025, was $119,247.77..  
There has been income of $13,403.89; expenses of $9,718.08 and currently the checkbook balance is $123,137.46.  The total funds on hand are $123,137.46.  Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Schaeffer.  Upon Roll Call vote, Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion carried.
Not Present: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County and Todd Whitman-Nelson County 
BILLS FOR APPROVAL:  The following bills were presented for approval:  Barr Engineering (1845) $6,926.00
Ohnstad Twitchell (1846) $ 3,235.00, North Dakota Irrigation Assoc. (1847) $500.00, IWI (1848) $4,928.00,
[bookmark: _Hlk201655395]U.S. Treasury (1849) $504.90, Tasha Krueger (1850) $2,111.69, Barr Engineering (1841) $4,500.50, Total$ 22,706.09; Motion to approve the bills was made by Manager Deck. Seconded by Manager Schaefer, Upon Roll Call vote, Monty Schaefer-Eddy County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion carried. 
Not Present: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County and Todd Whitman-Nelson County
BY-LAWS
Attorney Fredricks drafted by-laws for the board to review. 
Discussion on:
· Budget Processing
· Member ship Fees
· Amendments (Robert Rules of Order)
· Quorum
The Joint Board Agreement will be reviewed.
Drain Assessments
Manager Bergstrom had a question on drain assessments.
Attorney Fredricks explained the situation the City of Grand Forks experienced with cost benefit.
A mythology is being formulated by the Red River Joint to help provide the cost benefit.

IWI-MAP PORTAL
Chuck Fritz presented.
The portal’s current infrastructure was last comprehensively updated in 2011. According to Houston Engineering, Inc, which hosts and maintains the system, essential updated must be completed before 2026 to ensure continued functionality and data security. 
The critical updates include:
· Installation of new server(s) with the latest windows operating system,
· Upgrading to ArcGIS Server version 11.3, and
· Migrating to the latest PostgreSQL database
The total cost of these updates is estimated at $60,000, which includes approximately $50,000 for the required updates and $10,000 for 2026 hosting and maintenance. 

MN Red River Watershed Management Board- $28,082
ND Red River Joint Water Resources District-$19,406
Upper Sheyenne Joint River District- $4,928
Devils Lake Joint District- $7,584

The Devils Lake Joint District approved the cost-share request.
Motion was made by Manager Schaefer to approve the cost-share request of $ 4,928 contingent on approval from all agencies, Seconded by Manager Deck, Upon Roll Call vote, Monty Schaefer-Eddy County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion carried. 
Not Present: Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County and Todd Whitman-Nelson County
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Dani Hanson presented.
Interim Committee Update
The Water Topics Committee met on September 18 for their inaugural meeting of the interim. The bulk of the meeting focused on updates from the Department of Water Resources and some discussion on other state programs that provide funding for a variety of water programs including storm water and wastewater projects. Additionally, the DWR gave a brief overview of research they have done on water management structures in other states.

The next interim Ag and Water Management meeting will likely be in mid-November, and the next Water Topics meeting will likely be December 11.

House Bill 3018-Inidated Lands
House Concurrent Resolution No. 3018 (2025) (appendix) directs the Legislative Management to study water and wetlands regulations and the taxation of inundated lands in the state. The study must include a review of the different methods to assess and document boundaries for wetlands; an examination of the regulation of water, wetlands, and inundated lands laws of other states; an inventory of federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and policies relating to the jurisdiction of water and wetlands; an analysis of the environmental protection and public health jurisdictional framework, including an identification of potential conflicts, overlaps, and gaps in authority; and recommendations for improving the clarity, consistency, and efficiency of the jurisdictional framework in water management. The study also must explore viable legal options to fill and drain nuisance areas, examine the impacts of seasonal wet areas on agricultural productivity and soil health, and identify the value of these areas to resident wildlife. Testimony provided in support of House Concurrent Resolution No. 3018 indicated the need to study the tax treatment of inundated agricultural land in the state and the state's authority to regulate wetlands, especially wetlands that are part of federal conservation programs. Testimony indicated the study may help bring clarity to the inconsistent tax treatment of inundated land and provide a more efficient regulatory framework for water management. No testimony in opposition to the study was received.

That the Legislative Management shall consider studying water and wetlands regulations and the taxation of inundated lands in the state; and the study must include a review of the different methods to assess and document boundaries for wetlands; an examination of the regulation of water, wetlands, and inundated lands laws of other states; an inventory of all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and policies relating to the jurisdiction of water and wetlands; an analysis of the environmental protection and public health jurisdictional framework, including an identification of potential conflicts, overlaps, and gaps in authority; and recommendations for improving the clarity, consistency, and efficiency of the jurisdictional framework in water management; and that the study also must explore viable legal options to fill and drain nuisance areas, examine the impacts of seasonal wet areas on agriculture productivity and soil health, and identify the value of these areas to resident wildlife; and that the Legislative Management report its findings and recommendations, together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the Seventieth Legislative Assembly. 

 Senate Bill 2210-Wetlands Regulations and Tax Treatment of Inundated Agriculture Lands Study
Senate Bill No. 2210 (2025) (appendix) directs the Legislative Management to study the feasibility and desirability of assigning management authority for the waters of the state to the area located within the naturally occurring watershed, rather than assigning management authority based on political subdivision boundaries. The study must review the approaches used for managing water in surrounding states; the powers, duties, and organizational structure of watershed boards; dispute resolution procedures afforded to individuals residing within the boundaries of a watershed district; the mechanism to initiate, implement, and improve works projects within a watershed district; and the role of the Department of Water Resources (DWR) in mapping and establishing watershed boundaries. Testimony in support of the study was received from elected officials, executive branch representatives, and agricultural and water organizations. Testimony indicated water should not be managed solely according to political subdivision boundaries because water traverses beyond political boundaries. Testimony indicated managing water on a watershed basis likely would improve coordination among stakeholders in the watershed, increase efficiency regarding decision making within the watershed, and promote long-term sustainability of water resources of the state. Testimony indicated Minnesota partially manages water on a watershed basis, and the study would afford lawmakers and stakeholders the venue to weigh the pros and cons associated with watershed management jurisdiction, assessments, and governing body structures. Testimony indicated DWR conducted a study to understand watershed management further, which resulted in a recommendation to track watershed management across similar states and support cross-political boundary water management. No written opposition testimony was presented to the standing committees considering the study.

That the Legislative Management shall consider studying water and wetlands regulations and the taxation of inundated lands in the state; and, that the study must include a review of the different methods to assess and document boundaries for wetlands; an examination of the regulation of water, wetlands, and inundated lands laws of other states; an inventory of all federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and policies relating to the jurisdiction of water and wetlands; an analysis of the environmental protection and public health jurisdictional framework, including an identification of potential conflicts, overlaps, and gaps in authority; and recommendations for improving the clarity, consistency, and efficiency of the jurisdictional framework in water management; and, that the study also must explore viable legal options to fill and drain nuisance areas, examine the impacts of seasonal wet areas on agriculture productivity and soil health, and identify the value of these areas to resident wildlife; and that the Legislative Management report its findings and recommendations, together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the Seventieth Legislative Assembly.

State Water Commission Meeting
The State Water Commission met on October 10 and approved $75 million in cost share for projects, the largest going to the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. The Commission also received an update from Deloitte, the firm conducting the legislatively directed studies of the Water Commission’s cost share policy and finance of governance of major water supply systems. Deloitte has started work on these studies and is doing stakeholder interviews now.

Award Nominations
The 62nd Annual Joint North Dakota Water Convention & Irrigation Workshop is December 9-11 at the Bismarck Hotel & Conference Center in Bismarck. This year we will be joined by the Upper Missouri Water Association. As always, Water Wheel, Commodore and Hall of Fame awards will be presented at the awards banquet on the evening of December 11.

Please consider and nominate individuals who deserve recognition for their demonstrated commitment to protect, develop and manage North Dakota’s water resources. The deadline for award nominations for water leaders is Friday, October 17.

Please complete a nomination form for the Irrigation Excellence, Water Wheel, Commodore, and/or Hall of Fame awards and describe that person’s background and commitment to water. Prior award winners are listed on the Water Users Association website.

UPPER SHEYENNE PILOT PROJECT UPDATE
Mandar reported. 
There is progress on the three NRCS Sites. 
Site 1 & 2
1.) Eddy County-Allan Howard
2.) Eddy County-Allan Howard
New Site-No name.
-Eddy County- Austin Langley
NRCS will be completed soil samples and a slope study stabilization study. 
NRCS is the sponsor & have been in contact with the landowners. Due to the Government shut down, no updates are available. 
The previous DEQ 319-project funds haven’t been spent. The next funding cycle will open September 1- October 31st, 2025. A new application will be submitted. 
The Pilot Project Extension was approved for 2 years.
US FISH & WILDLIFE
Dave Azure wasn’t presented. 
ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Yaping Chi was unable to be presented. 
Abigail Franklund spoke. 
Devils Lake Outlets operation updates:
· The Devils Lake West End Outlet discharge remained at approximately 200 cubic feet per second (cfs) throughout August, except for a brief reduction to 125 cfs from the 15th to 18th due to weed clogging at the intake. It was then shut off on the 19th and 20th for weed removal in the canal and resumed at 200 cfs on the 21st.
· The East End Outlet operation has been adjusted from 150 cfs to temporarily shutoff throughout August due to power company maintenance and water quality concerns downstream. 
· The West End Outlet was shut off on the 31st and the East End Outlet was shut off on the 29th to comply with downstream water quality constraints.
· The average discharge rate and total discharge volume for the West and East End Outlets in August.
 
			Average Discharge Rate (cfs) 				Total Discharge Volume (acre-feet) 

	West End Outlet 			143 							8,782 

	East End Outlet 			92 							5,673 

	Combined Total Discharge Volume (acre-ft) 						14,455



 
The following updated was read from Yaping Chi.
RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY
Duane Dekray not present. 
RED RIVER BASIN COMMISSION
Brian Priester not present.
The NRCS tour that was schedule for October 8th, 2025 was cancelled due to the government shutdown. 
COUNTY REPORTS 
Barnes – Not Present.
Benson- Not Present.
Eddy – Drain Cleaning. Cost-Sharing thru the water board. Drain Tile Issue: Landowner upset over tile pumps outing into a blue line on his land.
Nelson – Not Present.
Pierce – Drainage Cleanout. Drone to spot spray.
Sheridan – Hydrology study was very useful with the heavy rains, damaged drains and culverts.
Steele – Red River Joint looking for retention sites. Drain Tile Issues with landowners. If violated, complaint can be filed with a $1,000 per day fine and infraction.  Township permits for ROW.
Stutsman – Feasibility Study completed. Public meeting with Kidder County for Crystal Springs project. 
Oarsman Award: Steven Krentz- U.S. Fish and Wildlife was nominated for the Oarsman Award. 
Motion was made by Manager Deck to award Steven Krentz- U.S. Fish and Wildlife the Oarsman Award, Seconded by Manager Clark, Motion carried.
NEXT MEETING – 
Next Regular Meeting-October 15th, 2025, at 2:30 P.M, Bismarck Hotel, Bismarck, ND.
ADJOURNMENT – Motion to Adjourn was made by Manager Veitz at 11:15 A.M. Seconded by Manager Clark.  Chair Veitz adjourned the meeting.

____________________________
Kevin Vietz, Chair



____________________________
Tasha Krueger, Secretary
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