GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD
July 9th, 2026
The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board met on July 9th, 2026, at the Lake Region College, Devils Lake, ND.
Managers:  
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
[bookmark: _Hlk196399622]Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Tood Whitman, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Julie Beckstrand, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Dennis Clark, Stutsman County WRD 

Others Known To Be Present:  	
Mandar Nangare, Barr Engineering-Not Present
Tasha Krueger, Secretary, Upper Sheyenne River Joint WRB
(see sign in sheet)

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Bergstrom called the meeting to order @ 5:06 P.M. 

ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken with five counties present.
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD-Not Present 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD-Not Present
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD 
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD-Not Present
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Tony Roorda, Stutsman County WRD 

AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was reviewed.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Whitman. Motion carried.
MINUTES OF GENERAL APRIL 15th, 2026:  Minutes from the General Meeting on April 15th, 2026, was emailed out.  Motion to approve the Minutes of General Minutes from April 15th, 2026, was made by Manager Deck.  Second by Manager Whitman. Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
  The checkbook balance as of April 15th, 2026, was $127,160.02.  There has been income of $45,736.00; expenses of $11,499.35 and currently the checkbook balance is $161,396.67.  The total funds on hand are $161,396.67.  Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Manager Roorda.  Second by Manager Deck.  Upon Roll Call vote, Jerry Heib- Barnes County, Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Kevin Vietz-Sheridan County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Dennis Clark-Stutsman County, Motion carried.
Not Present: Julie Beckstrand-Benson County.
BILLS FOR APPROVAL
The following bills were presented for approval:  
[bookmark: _Hlk201655395]Ohnstad Twitchell (1865) $ 810.00, Insure Forward (1866) $418.00, Ohnstad Twitchell (1867) $ 1,632.00, North Dakota Water Association (1868) $2,000.00, Barr Engineering (1869) $30,696.25, U.S. Treasury 2026-2nd Quarter (1870) $504.90, Tasha Krueger (1871) $2,031.70, Ohnstad Twitchell (1872) $2,397.00, Total $40,489.85; Motion to approve the bills was made by Manager Roorda. Seconded by Manager Deck, Upon Roll Call vote: Monty Schaefer-Eddy County, Todd Whitman-Nelson County, Bill Deck-Pierce County, Tor Bergstrom-Steele County, Tony Roorda-Stutsman County, Motion carried. Not Present: Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD, Julie Beckstrand-Benson County Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD.

BY-LAWS
Attorney Fredricks reviewed the draft Resolution Authorizing Withdrawal from the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement and the draft Joint Water Resource District Agreement. He explained that the proposed resolution would allow the Foster, Griggs, Sheridan, and Wells County Water Resource Districts to withdraw from the existing Joint Board by mutual consent without going through the petition and hearing process outlined in the current agreement. The remaining member districts would then enter into a new Joint Water Resource District Agreement to reconstitute the Upper Sheyenne Joint Water Resource District, establishing its organization, powers, membership, officer responsibilities, budgeting procedures, and governance. He noted that the intent is to provide a coordinated approach to managing water resources within the Upper Sheyenne River Basin while replacing the original Joint Powers Agreement with an updated agreement for the remaining member districts. Attorney Fredricks emphasized that both documents are preliminary drafts prepared for discussion purposes only and have not been approved by the Board. They will continue to be reviewed and revised throughout the year, with the goal of finalizing a new agreement by the end of the year, if approved. Member districts were advised to continue preparing their annual budgets as they have in previous years and to include their Upper Sheyenne Joint Water Resource District commitments, as the draft proposals do not require any immediate action or changes to current budgeting practices.

Surface Permit
Attorney Fredricks reviewed the recent changes to the North Dakota Administrative Code governing surface drain permits, which became effective April 1. He explained that the Department of Water Resources (DWR) will continue to receive, review, and process surface drain permit applications and will issue a Record of Decision (ROD) to the appropriate Water Resource District. However, the local Water Resource District is now responsible for taking the final action on the permit after receiving the ROD. DWR will no longer include a permit form with the ROD packet, requiring Water Resource Districts to issue their own permit documents and provide notice of their decision.
Attorney Fredricks presented several template documents developed to assist Water Resource Districts with the updated process, including sample board meeting minutes, a Surface Drain Permit form, a Notice of Decision to the applicant, a Notice to DWR, and an Affidavit of Service. He explained that the permit packet should also include a copy of DWR's Record of Decision and be provided to the applicant, DWR, and any parties of record to document the Board's final action.
He further explained that, although the revised Administrative Code eliminated the previous eight-point evaluation requirement, Water Resource Districts remain obligated under N.D.C.C. § 61-32-03 to evaluate potential downstream impacts before issuing a permit. Boards should document their review of the project, including the proposed drainage, affected properties, downstream impacts, ownership, and any other relevant findings. If the Board determines the project will result in downstream impacts, it must require the applicant to obtain the appropriate downstream flowage easement as a condition of permit approval.
Attorney Fredricks emphasized the importance of creating a complete administrative record through detailed meeting minutes and permit documentation, as any permit decision may be appealed to District Court by an applicant, downstream landowner, road authority, or other affected party. The proposed templates are intended to provide a consistent permitting process, ensure compliance with state law, and help protect Water Resource Districts by documenting the Board's findings and decision. Member districts were encouraged to review the templates and provide comments or suggested revisions before they are finalized.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Dani Quissell provided a legislative and policy update on behalf of the North Dakota Water Users Association. She encouraged members to participate in the State Water Commission's public comment process regarding the proposed revisions to the State Cost-Share Program. The proposed changes include updates to the cost-share policy, program definitions, and project prioritization guidance. Public comments are being accepted through the Commissioner-hosted Basin Meetings and directly by the Department of Water Resources through July 29, 2026. The North Dakota Water Users Association has prepared talking points to assist Water Resource Districts and local sponsors in providing comments. 
Quissell explained that the proposed policy revisions are intended to establish a more consistent and transparent framework for evaluating and funding water development projects statewide. Proposed changes include revised cost-share percentages and eligibility requirements for various project categories, clarification of policy definitions and eligible project costs, and expanded guidance for prioritizing projects based on factors such as public health and safety, infrastructure protection, regulatory requirements, economic benefits, project readiness, local financial commitment, long-term sustainability, and statewide water management objectives. The revisions are intended to improve consistency in project evaluation while ensuring limited state funding is directed toward projects demonstrating the greatest public benefit. 
[bookmark: _Hlk237419175]Quissell encouraged Water Resource Districts to carefully review the proposed modifications and provide feedback regarding how the proposed cost-share percentages, revised definitions, and prioritization criteria could affect future drainage, flood control, water supply, and other local water development projects. She noted that comments received during the public review period will be considered before the State Water Commission determines whether to adopt the proposed revisions. 
Quissell also reported that the Water Topics Overview Committee received the Legislative Council's watershed management study with no requests for additional legislation at this time. The Water Resource Districts Association continues working with Senator Luick on technical amendments to Senate Bill 2276 relating to joint boards. The Agriculture and Water Management Committee received updates on the irrigation and drainage economic study, continued refinement of the drainage economic analysis tool, potential legislation involving assessment districts, and possible legislative solutions addressing inundated agricultural lands. Both interim committees are expected to meet again in September.
Quissell further reported that the North Dakota Supreme Court ruled the Legislature's proposed constitutional amendment modifying legislative term limits unconstitutional. As a result, the measure will not appear on the November ballot. She concluded by reviewing upcoming conferences, basin meetings, legislative committee meetings, and educational tours sponsored by the North Dakota Water Users Association and partner organizations.
ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Pat Fritgen was present. He reviewed the proposed cost share policy and prioritization guidance. 
UPPER SHEYENNE PILOT PROJECT UPDATE – MANDAR NANGARE:
Mandar Nangare was unable to attend the meeting; however, a written project update was provided. He reported that Nelson County landowner Brandon Galde has formally enrolled in the NRCS pilot project after several months of discussions regarding the project's benefits. His participation represents another site moving forward under the Upper Sheyenne Pilot Project.
Mandar also reported that topographic surveys were completed in late May at three project sites, including the Austin Langley and Allen Howard properties in Eddy County and the Brandon Galde property in Nelson County. Engineering design work is currently underway for these sites. The goal is to have the projects ready for permit applications by September. If permits are issued in a timely manner, construction is anticipated to begin during the spring of 2027.
In addition, Mandar reported that Scott Sand, a Nelson County landowner, was referred to the Joint Board by the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (NDDEQ). Mr. Sand has an existing ring dike on his property that was previously designed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and is experiencing erosion. He is seeking assistance with repairs to the structure. Mandar noted that the proposed work may not align with the objectives of the Upper Sheyenne Pilot Project, which focuses on new demonstration projects rather than repairs to existing infrastructure. He also expressed concern that undertaking repairs to a structure not originally designed by the Joint Board or its consultants could expose the Board to future liability. Sand was invited to attend a future Joint Board meeting, either in person or virtually, to present his project and discuss whether it may be appropriate for consideration under the pilot program.
Scott was present and discussed the ongoing erosion issues he has been experiencing on his property. Recently, a portion of his land eroded, and his dog fell into the eroded bank. Scott stated that the erosion appears to occur when water from the outlets is shut off. He currently has a ring dike; however, it appears to be failing.
He currently has a ring dike but it seems to be failing.
Yaping was present and spoke about the outlet mitigation program. The timeline was unclear. An onsite visit will occur. The cost and extent of damage will vary based on each site. A time will be coordinated for a site inspection.
COUNTY REPORTS 
Barnes – No Report. 
Benson- Not Present.
Eddy – No Report.
Nelson – No Report.
Pierce – No Report.
Sheridan – Not Present.
Steele – No Report.
Stutsman – No Report.
NEXT MEETING – 
Next Regular Meeting-August 19th, 2026, at 10:00 A.M, Garrison Diversion, Carrington, ND




ADJOURNMENT – Motion to Adjourn the meeting at 6:16 P.M. was made by Manager Deck, Seconded by Manager Whitman.  Chair Bergstrom adjourned the meeting.

____________________________
Tor Bergstrom, Chair



____________________________
Tasha Krueger, Secretary
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