GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE
UPPER SHEYENNE RIVER JOINT WATER RESOURCE BOARD
December 9th, 2025
“These are DRAFT minutes, subject to amendment before final approval by the Steele County Water Resource District.”
 The Upper Sheyenne River Joint Water Resource Board met on December 9th, 2025, at the Bismarck Hotel and Convention Center, Bismarck, ND.
Managers:  
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD 
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD
[bookmark: _Hlk196399622]Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Tood Whitman & Ben Varnson, Nelson County WRD 
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Julie Beckstrand, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Dennis Clark, Stutsman County WRD 

Others Known To Be Present:  	
Mandar Nangare, Barr Engineering
Tasha Krueger, Secretary, Upper Sheyenne River Joint WRB
(see sign in sheet)

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Veitz called the meeting to order @ 2:33 P.M. 

ROLL CALL:  Roll call was taken with eight counties present.
Jerry Hieb, Barnes County WRD-Not present
Julie Beckstrand, Benson County WRD-Not present
Monty Schaefer, Eddy County WRD
Todd Whitman, Nelson County WRD-Not present
Bill Deck, Pierce County WRD
Kevin Veitz, Sheridan County WRD
Tor Bergstrom, Steele County WRD
Dennis Clark, Stutsman County WRD-Not present

There were not enough members for a quorum.
AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was reviewed.  
Attorney Fredricks drafted by-laws for the board to review. 


IWI-MAP PORTAL
Chuck Fritz was not presented. He sent an updated. 

Task 1: Rebuild Server Architecture - Servers are setup, working on configuring DNS and security.  When completed, install the most recent ArcGIS Enterprise and other required software.  Estimate 25% complete.

Task 2: Re-write the Web Application - Work has started on some of the user interface display and updating the geoprocessing service logic.  Estimated 25% complete.

Task 3: Migrate Existing Data, Test and Deploy - not started.

From what I've been told, there should be no disruption in service during these updates.


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Dani Hanson was not presented.
Sean Fridrickson gave an update.
Drain Assessments
Attorney Fredricks explained the situation the City of Grand Forks experienced with cost benefit.
A mythology is being formulated by the Red River Joint to help provide the cost benefit.

Interim Committee Update
The interim Water Topics Committee met on Tuesday, December 9, at 8:30 a.m. at the Capitol in Bismarck. The Water Resource Districts Association presented on the legislature’s study of water management on a watershed basis. It was a productive discussion on the merits of the current water resource district system and the new tools provided by the legislature in the 2025 session via SB 2276. There are improves that need to be address in the districts.

UPPER SHEYENNE PILOT PROJECT UPDATE
Mandar reported. 
There is progress on the three NRCS Sites. 
Site 1 & 2
1.) Eddy County-Allan Howard
2.) Eddy County-Allan Howard
New Site-No name.
-Eddy County- Austin Langley
NRCS will be completed soil samples and a slope study stabilization study. 
NRCS is the sponsor & have been in contact with the landowners. Due to the Government shut down, no updates are available. 
The previous DEQ 319-project funds haven’t been spent. The next funding cycle will open September 1- October 31st, 2025. A new application will be submitted. 
The Pilot Project Extension was approved for 2 years.
US FISH & WILDLIFE
Dave Azure wasn’t presented. 
ND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Yaping Chi presented. 
The 4-year Water Development Plan needs to be submitted to the Department of Water Resources.
The State Water Commission will be on December 16th, 2025.
The Devils Lake outlets were shit off in August. In October, high sulfate was detected after operation.
RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY
Duane Dekray not present. 
RED RIVER BASIN COMMISSION
Brian Priester present.
The NRCS tour that was schedule for October 8th, 2025 was cancelled due to the government shutdown. The tour is planned to be re-scheduled in 2026.
COUNTY REPORTS 
Barnes – Not Present.
Benson- Not Present.
Eddy – Resignation of Water Board member. Currently seeking a new member.
Nelson – Not Present.
Pierce – Drainage Permits & clean out.
Sheridan – Hydrology study was very useful with the heavy rains, damaged drains and culverts.
Steele – Nothing New.
Stutsman – Not Present.
NEXT MEETING – 
Next Regular Meeting-January 21st, 2026, at 9:00 A.M, Carrington, North Dakota, ND.
ADJOURNMENT – Motion to Adjourn was made by Manager Veitz at 3:36 P.M. Seconded by Manager Clark.  Chair Veitz adjourned the meeting.

____________________________
Kevin Vietz, Chair



____________________________
Tasha Krueger, Secretary
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