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Scan for all the latest sports news, scores and more

ON SOCIAL
Follow the Daytona
Beach News Journal for
the latest news on X at
@dbnewsjournal and
on Instagram at
@dbnewsjournal.

IN THE E-NEWSPAPER
Look for more coverage,
live results from yester-
day’s events and more
in Sports Extra, our
subscriber-exclusive,
eNewspaper section.

State of Florida
recruiting
Scan the QR code with your
smartphone for our weekly
rundown of high school
recruiting news in Florida.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Bethune-Cookman’s
Jakobi Heady makes a
layup during game vs.
Arizona, 2B

D A Y T O N A B E A C H & P O R T O R A N G E

EMERGENCY
ROOMS

D A Y T O N A  B E A C H  &  P O R T O R A N G E
NO WAIT TIMES

EMERGENCY
ROOMS

FREESTANDING

The News-Journal’s high school football, volleyball
and boys and girls swimming teams are unveiled for 2025

ALL-AREA ELITE

DeLand's
Gavin Thomas

DeLand’s
Victoria Stoltzfus

Seabreeze's
Laurel Carson

Mainland's
Dennis King III
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STAY IN THE GAME: Look for more coverage, results and more in Sports Extra, our subscriber-exclusive, eNewspaper section.

Florida
softball’s
Reagan
Walsh

Bethune-
Cookman
football’s
Cam’Ron
Ransom

COLLEGE SPORTS
COVERAGE ONLINE

From the Gators to Bethune-Cookman
to UCF to Stetson and more,

the Daytona Beach News-Journal has you
covered for all your college sports needs.
Snap the QR code with your smartphone for

the latest college sports coverage.
Keep up with Daytona Beach

News-Journal sports columnist
Ken Willis by scanning the

QR code with your smartphone
or by submitting questions to

his mailbag column at
ken.willis@newls-jrnl.com

HEY, WILLIE!

Bethune-Cookman’s Jakobi Heady (0)makes a layupwhile Arizona’s DwayneAristode (2) fails to block him

during the first half Dec. 22 at McKale Memorial Center. No. 1 Arizona won 107-71. ARYANNA FRANK/IMAGN IMAGES

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
12 p.m.
PEACOCK—Creighton at Seton Hall
USA—Richmond at Fordham
1p.m.
ESPN2— Florida Atlantic at Tulane
ESPNU—UAB at South Florida
2 p.m.
NBC—Marquette at UConn
5 p.m.
ESPN2—Bradley atMurray State
8 p.m.
BTN—Washington at Indiana
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
12 p.m.
ACCN—Notre Dame at Duke
BTN— Illinois atMichigan State
CBSSN—GeorgeMason at VCU
SECN—Missouri at Kentucky
1p.m.
ESPN—Stanford at North Carolina
2 p.m.
ACCN—Virginia at Florida State
BTN—Rutgers at Ohio State
CW—California at N.C. State
SECN—South Carolina at Florida
3 p.m.
ESPN—Baylor at Iowa State
ESPN2—Mississippi at Texas
4 p.m.
ACCN—Virginia Tech at Louisville
BTN—Penn State atWisconsin
PEACOCK—Villanova atMarquette
SECN—Tennessee at Auburn
5 p.m.
ESPN— LSU at Vanderbilt
6 p.m.
ACCN—Pittsburgh at Boston College
BTN— Indiana atMaryland
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
8 p.m.
ESPN—NCAADivision III, National
Championship, Stagg Bowl,Wisconsin-
River Falls vs. North Central (Ill.) Col-
lege, Canton, Ohio
HOCKEY
4:30 p.m.
NHLN— IIHFWorld Juniors, Semifinal 1,
Teams TBD, St. Paul, Minn.
8:30 p.m.
NHLN— IIHFWorld Juniors, Semifinal 2,
Teams TBD, St. Paul, Minn.
HORSE RACING
2:30 p.m.
FS1—America’s Day at the Races
NFL FOOTBALL
1p.m.
CBS—Regional coverage, Cleveland at
Cincinnati, Indianapolis at Houston or
Green Bay atMinnesota
FOX—Regional coverage, NewOrleans
at Atlanta, Tennessee at Jacksonville or
Dallas at N.Y. Giants
4:25 p.m.
CBS—Regional coverage, N.Y. Jets at
Buffalo, L.A. Chargers at Denver, Kansas
City at Las Vegas orWashington at
Philadelphia
FOX—Regional coverage, Detroit at
Chicago, Arizona at L.A. Rams orMiami
at New England
8:20 p.m.
NBC—Baltimore at Pittsburgh
SOCCER (MEN’S)
6:30 a.m.
CBSSN—Serie A, Napoli at Lazio
7:30 a.m.
USA—Premier League,Manchester
United at Leeds United
10 a.m.
CBSSN—English Championship,Wrex-
ham at Derby County
USA—PremierLeague, Liverpool at Fulham
12:15 p.m.
FS2—Saudi Pro League, Al-Hilal at
Damac FC
TENNIS
6 a.m.
TENNIS—United Cup, Group Stage;
ATP/WTABrisbane Early Rounds
6:30 p.m.
TENNIS—United Cup; ATP/WTABris-
bane;WTAAuckland; ATPHong Kong

SPORTS ON TV SUNDAY,
JAN. 4 (ALL TIMES EASTERN)
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

TheVolusia-Flaglerareahadanundefeatedteam
in the DeLand Bulldogs, and their off�ense was the
catalyst.
Head coach Rick Darlington’s single-wing of-

fense scored 48.3 points per game, breaking the
school record set in 2023. DeLand had two players
withmore than1,400 rushing yards and20 rushing
touchdowns—each. The Bulldogswere eventually
stopped in the Region 1-7A fi�nals against eventual
state champion Lake Mary, but not before they
scored 135 combined points in the opening two
rounds.
In total, theVolusia-Flagler area hadfi�veplayers

eclipse the 1,100-yard rushing mark, and three ex-
ceed1,400yards.
Here are the nominees for the 2025 All-Area of-

fensive team, including the coach and player of the
year.

FirstTeam

SebastianJohnson,QB,Mainland:Johnsonled
the Volusia-Flagler area with 2,872 passing yards
and tied for the area lead with 22 passing touch-
downs.Mainlandwas able to reach the 5A regional
semifi�nalsbehindJohnson’s signal-calling.
ColeWalker,QB,Matanzas:Walker ledthearea

with 222 completions, which he turned into 2,387
yards and22 touchdowns.Walker’s passing output
helpedMatanzastoa7-4recordandaninvitationto
the Florida Invitational Tournament at the end of
theseason.
ToddCutlerJr.,RB,NewSmyrnaBeach:Cutler

was one of the Volusia-Flagler area’s most accom-
plished runningbacks. The sophomore ran for1,416
yardsand12touchdowns,bothofwhichplacedhim
third locally.
Taihj Moore, RB, DeLand:Moore ran for 1,427

yards and an area-best 25 touchdowns on just 134
carries inDeLand’s run-heavy scheme.Moore’s ef-
forts charged theBulldogs to anundefeated regular
seasonand48pointsper game.
Braylyn Simmons, RB, Mainland: Simmons

transferred to Mainland from Flagler Palm Coast
andtransitioned fromwide receiver tobellcowrun-
ningbackfortheBuccaneers.His1,129rushingyards
and 11 rushing touchdowns were the fourth-most
locally.
ChrisButler,WR,Mainland:TheBucshad four

playerswithat least350receivingyards, andButler
ledthemall.Thejuniorreceiverhauledin45catches
for 947 yards and eight touchdowns. His yards and
touchdownsplacedsecond in thearea.
Kadin Flores, WR, Mainland: Flores wasn’t far

behindButler as one of a fewdeep threats theBucs
possessed. His 744 receiving yards was the third-
most locally, and his eight touchdowns were good
for second. Flores ledMainland with an average of
21.3yardsper reception.
CameronOxendine,WR,SpruceCreek:Oxen-

dine caught 57 passes for 1,116 yards and 14 touch-
downs to be the Volusia-Flagler area’s touchdown-
reception leader and only receiver to reach 1,000
yards. His 57 catches were the second-most in the
area.
Jordan Schendorf, WR, Matanzas: Matanzas’

off�ensehadfourplayerswithat least30catchesand
400yards,andSchendorfwasoneofthePirates’pri-
mary options. He led the area with 62 receptions,
whichheturnedinto571yardsandfi�vetouchdowns.
ChevinDavis, OL,Mainland:Davis led aMain-

land off�ensive line that protected the area’s leading
passerandpaved theway fora1,000-yard rusher.
Gerald Logan, OL, DeLand: The Bulldogs’ of-

fense iscomplexbuteffi�cient thanksto itsoff�ensive
line.Logannavigatedpre-snapmotions tohelpDe-
Landbeoneof thebest rushingoff�enses inFlorida.
Gavin Petty, OL, Flagler Palm Coast: Petty set

the edge for a Flagler Palm Coast team that ran for
1,826yardsand16 touchdowns.
Kenneth Roberts, OL, Matanzas: Roberts

stands at 6-foot-2, 275 pounds and frequently
movedhisoppositionoutoftheway.Hewasutilized
asablockeronscreenplaysfrequentlyandhadsev-
eral pancakesdoingso.
TuckerWilson, OL, DeLand: The tackle on the

oppositesideofLogan,Wilsonwasanotherpieceof
thepuzzle thathelpedDeLandbeassuccessfulas it
wason theground.
LadarienBaker,ATH,Matanzas:Baker ledMa-

tanzaswith692yardsandseventouchdownson56
receptions. He also served as a starting cornerback
for thePirates.
Marceles Carey, ATH, DeLand: Carey led the

Bulldogswith1,479rushingyardsononly113carries.
The senior alsopacedDeLandwith693yardson27
receptions. His 2,172 scrimmage yards turned into
28 touchdowns.
PJMiller, ATH, SpruceCreek:Miller passed for

1,602yards,13touchdownsandfi�veinterceptionsas
the Hawks’ starting quarterback. He also spear-
headed the Spruce Creek rushing attack with 571
yardsand four touchdownson110carries.
DeclanBotting,K,NewSmyrnaBeach:Botting

went 9-for-10 on fi�eld-goal attempts and 32-for-33
onextrapoints.

SecondTeam

Colt Davis, QB, Father Lopez: Davis threw for
1,179yards,11touchdownsandeight interceptionsto
leadFatherLopeztoitsfi�rstplayoff�berthsince2022.
Gardner Nordman, QB, DeLand: Nordman’s

numberwasn’tcalledasoftenasmostquarterbacks
because of his run-heavy off�ense, but hemade the
most of his opportunities. The junior completed 70
ofhis107attemptsfor1,369yardsand11touchdowns
to just three interceptions.
Wiley Conner, RB, Matanzas: Despite the Pi-

rates’frequentpassattempts,Connereclipsed1,000
yardsontheground.His213carriesledthearea,and
he ran for1,108yardsandnine touchdowns.
Nikko Dozier, RB, Taylor: Dozier rumbled for

753yardsandseven touchdowns.
JavonteKennedy, RB,Atlantic:Kennedy accu-

mulated 868 yards and four touchdowns on just 85
carries.
Andrew Bass, WR, Matanzas: Bass caught 48

passes,goodforfourthinthearea,for483yardsand
two touchdowns.
NolanCaliendo,WR, Flagler PalmCoast:Cali-

endosecured43catchesfor515yardsandsixtouch-
downsas theBulldogs’No.1option.
ChristianCooper,WR,Mainland:Cooper is the

third of a trio of Mainland receivers to earn an All-
Areaspot.Hefi�nishedwith34catchesfor485yards
and four total touchdowns.
Thomas Larywon, WR, Matanzas: Larywon

caught34passesfor428yardsandsixtouchdowns.
ZachFarrell,OL,FlaglerPalmCoast:Farrellwas

alynchpinforaFlaglerPalmCoastteamthatlikedto
runinheavyformationsoften,rackingupmorethan
1,800yardson theground.
Tre Gaines, OL, Taylor: At 320 pounds, Gaines

was aproblem for opponentswhenhe gotmomen-
tumgoing.Andlikeafewothermembersonthislist,
his greatest skill was run blocking, where he often
pulled or was set in the backfi�eld. The Wildcats
rushed formore than1,600yards.
Jeremiah Hall, OL, Spruce Creek: Hall found

successinrunblockingandpassprotection.Hewas
able to pancake opponents either way, with the
Hawks picking up 1,800 yards through the air and
nearly2,000on theground.
AmarionLane,OL,Mainland:Laneblockedthe

blindside edge for Sebastian Johnson, the area’s
leadingpasser.
Braden Olsen, OL, Spruce Creek: Olsen was a

part of a Spruce Creek off�ensive line that held up
against Avon, a back-to-back state champion in
Ohio,alongwiththetop local teams.Hestandsat6-
foot-4and276pounds.
La’DariusSimmons,ATH,FlaglerPalmCoast:

Simmonswas theBulldogs’ leading passerwith 551
yards.Healsotoppedtheteamleaderboardwith741

rushing yards andfi�nished secondwith six rushing
touchdowns.
Logan Smith, ATH, Seabreeze: Smith led Sea-

breezewith 528 yards andnine touchdowns on the
ground.
DeandreWeston,ATH,PineRidge:Weston led

PineRidgewith545rushingyardsandeightrushing
touchdowns. He was also the Panthers’ quarter-
back, passing for 463 yards, two touchdowns and
fi�ve interceptions.
DavidAponte, KMainland:Apontemade10 of

his12 fi�eld-goal attempts andfi�nished 22-for-29 on
extrapoints.

Coachof theYear

Rick Darlington, DeLand: One year ago, the
Bulldogswrappedupa5-6seasonwithayoungros-
ter. Fast forward to the end of 2025, DeLand went
10-0 in the regular season,made theRegion1-7Afi�-
nals averaging 48.3 points per game and were
rankedtheNo.1teaminFloridalateinthecampaign.
The Bulldogs’ defense gave up 19 points per game,
nearlycutting2024’saverageof35.9pointsallowed
pergame inhalf.

HonorableMention

DeLand:RyanJoseph
Deltona:AadenBaldwin,AJBaldwin
FatherLopez:RylanDeMarsh
Flagler Palm Coast: Ehimen Ajede, Darwin

Harris
Halifax:MarcusBrownJr.
NewSmyrnaBeach:VanceMurray, JacePayne
PineRidge:ColeDarling
Seabreeze:JeremiasGeorge,MatthewWells
SpruceCreek:Trell Edwards,KeenanNephew
Taylor:JamesThomas
University: Christian Maheu, Magnum Rojas,

CassidyMaldonado

OffensivePlayerof theYear

MarcelesCarey,DeLand:Ashorterlistwouldbe
what Carey didn’t accomplish in 2025. The senior
hadfi�vegamesof at least 200 total yards, including
two in playoff� contests against Creekside and
Boone.His 2,172 scrimmage yards and 28 off�ensive
touchdowns ledeveryplayer in thearea, andhedid
it in thehighest classifi�cationof Floridahigh school
football. There were multiple occasions where
Careywas rested for entire halves becauseDeLand
was already leading by several possessions, other-
wisehecould’veaddedtohis totals.Andalthoughit
didn’t count towardhisnominationas the2025Of-
fensive Player of the Year, it’s worth noting he also
led theVolusia-Flagerareawithsix interceptions.

Chris Boyle and Chris Vinel contributed to this
story.

DeLand’s Marceles Carey makes his way down the fi�eld against Lake Mary in the Region 1-7A fi�nals Nov. 28 at Spec Martin Stadium.
PHOTOS BY NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Meet The News-Journal’s 2025
All-Area Football Off�ense Team

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Mainland’s Sebastian Johnson looks for an
open player down the fi�eld during the game
against Mosley on Nov. 21 at Daytona Stadium.
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

As the saying goes, “defense wins champion-
ships.”And although theVolusia-Flagler area didn’t
winastatetitle, therewasn’tashortageofdefensive
prowess.
Mainlandalloweda little over15points per game

en route to an appearance in the Region1-5Afinals.
Spruce Creek had two Division I commits and a
three-star prospect on its defensive line. Even De-
Land,whichsurrenderednearly36pointspergame
a season ago, cut down to approximately 19 per
game.
Therewasnotable talent acrossVolusia andFla-

glercounties.HerearethenomineesfortheAll-Area
defensive football team.

FirstTeam

RicknomarCampos,DL,Deltona:Camposhad
six sackswhichwas the fourth-most in thearea.He
also had 12 tackles for loss and 19 quarterback
hurries.
ChadwickeCannon,DL,SpruceCreek:Cannon

anchored Spruce Creek’s defensive line with 80
tackles, 20 tackles for loss and seven sacks. The
Dukesigneealsocaused four fumbles.
Joe Johnson, DL, DeLand: Johnson finished

third in the Volusia-Flagler area with seven sacks
and led DeLand with 13 tackles for loss. He also
forceda fumble.
JeremiahSmokes,DL,DeLand:Smokesrecord-

ed101⁄2tacklesforlossandfoursacksonaDeLandde-
fense that allowed fewer than 20 points per game.
Smokes forcedandrecovereda fumble.
Freddie Wilson, DL, Spruce Creek: Wilson, a

GeorgiaStatesignee,recorded66tackles,eighttack-
les for lossand twosacks.
Ladamion Bletcher, LB, DeLand: Bletcher led

DeLandwith86 tackles, seventh in thearea, and91⁄2
tackles for loss. He had three passes defended, 21⁄2
sacks, two forced fumblesandan interception.
Dafino Devega, LB, University: Devega led the

Volusia-Flagler areawith 128 tackles. He also had a
forced fumble.
DennisKingIII,LB,Mainland:King’s117tackles

puthimsecondinthearea.TheSouthFloridasignee
had 78 solo tackles, five tackles for loss, two inter-
ceptions, two fumble recoveries, a forced fumble
andasack.
Mason Moore, LB, Spruce Creek: Moore led

SpruceCreekwith106tackles,includingfiveforloss.
Hehad twosacksandan interceptionaswell.
Tamaj Woodard, LB, Mainland:Woodard fin-

ishedwith108tackles,72solo tackles,91⁄2 tackles for
lossanda team-high31⁄2 sacks.
MarcusDay,DB,Mainland:Daystartedthesea-

son with three interceptions in a kickoff classic
against Kissimmee Osceola, but those don’t count
towardhis season total.He recordedfivepassesde-
fended and two interceptions to go with his 49

tackles.
Jaden Dormevil, DB, Matanzas: Dormevil

pacedMatanzaswithfour interceptions,fivepasses
defendedandtwodefensivetouchdowns.Heracked
up46 tacklesand21⁄2 tackles for loss.
NalinRogers, DB,DeLand:Rogers had awhop-

ping 17 passes defended. He also posted two inter-
ceptions, a forced fumbleanda fumble recovery.
Jhavin Westbrook, DB, Mainland:Westbrook

had the best statistical season of anyMainland de-
fensive back. The senior led the Bucswith three in-
terceptionsandtiedtheteamleadwithsevenpasses
defended.Healsohad52 tackles.
An’tarioWright,DB,DeLand:Wrightwasajack

of all trades for DeLand. The junior was second on
the Bulldogs with 80 tackles, including 81⁄2 for loss.
He recorded six passes defended and recovered a
team-high three fumbles.
MalcolmMcArthur,ATH,Mainland:McArthur

led aMainland defense that allowed15.2 points per
game with 11 tackles for loss and three forced fum-
bles.Thesophomoredefensiveendfinishedsecond
on theBucswith threesacks.
BrisonSullivan,ATH,NewSmyrnaBeach:Sul-

livan finished fifth in the Volusia-Flagler area with
101 tackles as a defensive end. Sullivan, who also
plays on the Barracudas offensive line, was one of
fiveNewSmyrnaBeachplayers to tally threesacks.
GioPadrino, P,Deltona:Padrino averaged aVo-

lusia-Flagler area best 43.2 yards per punt.His sea-
son long was an 80-yard punt with 4.8 seconds of
hang time.

SecondTeam

JordanBanks,DL,DeLand:Banks compiled69
tackles,five tackles for lossand threesacks.
TJBostick,DL,Mainland:Bostickhad10tackles

forloss,whichrankedsecondontheteam.Headded
twosacks.
Corey Evans, DL, Pine Ridge: Evans led Pine

Ridge with 12 tackles for loss and 51⁄2 sacks. He also
blockedapunt.
AnthonyPollock,DL,Atlantic:Justafreshman,

Pollockblitzedfor10sackstoleadalllocalplayers.He
alsomade71tackles, including19 for loss.
KadenWoodie, DL, SpruceCreek:A three-star

prospectaccording to247Sports,Woodie registered
51tackles,sixsacksandsixtacklesforlossduringhis
junior campaign.
Troy Bergmann, LB, Spruce Creek: Bergmann

had64 tackles, including four for loss.
JackFerguson,LB,Matanzas:FergusonledMa-

tanzaswith101⁄2 tacklesfor lossand41⁄2sacks.The ju-
nioralsocontributed61tacklesandan interception.
TristanMiller,LB,Seabreeze:Millerledasturdy

Seabreezeunitwith67 tackles.
LaneRoberts,LB,DeLand:Robertscollected69

tackles, a sack, a forced fumble and a fumble
recovery.
KamronWalker, LB,Deltona:Walker ledDelto-

nawith69tacklesandtiedfortheteamleadwithtwo
interceptions. He also caused and recovered a

fumble.
DanielBlake,DB,SpruceCreek:Blakewasthird

onSpruceCreekwith73tacklesandhadfourpasses
defended.
KamerenGiddens,DB, SpruceCreek:Giddens

grabbed five interceptions for Spruce Creek, which
was thesecond-most in thearea.
Kenneth Robinson, DB, Flagler Palm Coast:

Robinson led Flagler Palm Coast with four passes
defendedand three interceptions.
Kiarin Sullivan, DB,Mainland:Sullivan turned

in66tacklesandfourpassesdefended.Healsohada
fumble recovery.
TresWalton, DB, New Smyrna Beach:Walton

led New Smyrna Beach with four passes defended
and tied for the team leadwith three interceptions.
Hemade41tackles.
Maverick Grimm, ATH, Father Lopez: Grimm

led Father Lopezwith 13 tackles for loss, and his 48
tackles and four sacks were the second-highest to-
talson theGreenWave.
DwayneWebb,ATH,FlaglerPalmCoast:Webb

easilyledFlaglerPalmCoastwith73tacklesandhad
two interceptionsanda fumble recovery toboot.
Alex Procek, P Matanzas: Procek punted 17

times with a 36.1-yard average. The senior ham-
mered a long of 51yards and downed four boots in-
side the 20-yard line. He also converted five of his
sevenfield-goal attempts.

HonorableMention

Atlantic: JamesDemski, Jeremiah Felton, Josh-
uaMansfield,CarlosSmith III
Deltona:TyreseGrigsby
FatherLopez:EvanBlackburn,NickReyes
FlaglerPalmCoast:ZaidenGreene
Halifax:Tre’MariDenis
Matanzas:CooperMay, JavontePatton
Mainland:Theo Bryant, ShawnHolmes, Denzel

Shropshire
NewSmyrnaBeach: IsaacFanelli
PineRidge:KadenBoddie,MichaelEvans
Seabreeze: Simeon Daffin, Cash Kurz, Owen

O’Rourke,ZachVoltaire
SpruceCreek:DavernCole

DefensivePlayerof theYear

Dennis King III, Mainland:Mainland arguably
hadthebestdefenseintheVolusia-Flaglerarea,and
King was the quarterback. His 117 tackles were the
second-most locally, and 78 of them were on his
own. King’s versatility allowed him to stop the run
and drop back into coverage if need be. The South
Floridacommitsteppedupinthepostseason,asone
of his two interceptions in 2025 helped ice Main-
land’s36-31victoryoverMosleyintheregionalsemi-
finals. The award came down to King and Spruce
Creek’s Chadwicke Cannon, and King’s versatility
was thedifference.

Chris Boyle and Chris Vinel contributed to this
story.

Deltona’s Kamron Walker (8) and Trevor Davis (1) sack Seabreeze’s Jayce Gainer (12) during the Oct. 10 game against Seabreeze at Deltona.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Meet TheNews-Journal’s 2025
All-Area Football Defense Team

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK
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HHIIGGHH SSCCHHOOOOLL VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL

DeLand won its sixth consecutive district ti-
tle and made the furthest postseason run in the
Volusia-Flagler area in 2025.
The Bulldogs advanced to the Region 1-7A

semifinals but had to play Winter Park, the No.
1 team in Florida. DeLand’s season came to an
end there, but it was still a successful cam-
paign for one of the area’s perennial powers.
Outside of the Bulldogs, First Baptist Chris-

tian and Taylor were the other local schools
that made the playoffs. Both were No. 8 seeds,
while DeLand was a No. 4 seed.
Here’s a list of the best players from across

the area.

First Team

Emma Atkinson, University: Atkinson led
University with 536 assists and was third on
the team with 171 digs.
Carley Bandell, Seabreeze: Bandell led the

Volusia-Flagler area with a whopping 175
blocks. She was second on the Sandcrabs with
137 kills and 34 aces.
Ava Castro, Taylor: Castro led the Volusia-

Flager area with 241 kills. She also had 267 digs.
Emely Cardenas, Taylor: Cardenas led the

Wildcats with 490 assists and 63 aces. She also
finished second on the team with 270 digs.
Faith-Anne Dailey, Flagler Palm Coast:

Dailey led the Volusia-Flagler area with 622 as-
sists, which accounted for 93.5% of the Bull-
dogs’ season total. She also led FPC with 53
aces.
Taylor Fonseca, DeLand: Fonseca led De-

Land, who went farther than any other Volusia-
Flagler team in the postseason, with 390 digs
and 468 serve receptions.
Mollie Hale, New Smyrna Beach: Hale

paced the Barracudas with 238 kills. She also
had 206 digs.
Bailey Jones, New Smyrna Beach: Jones

finished second on New Smyrna Beach with
248 digs, 207 kills and 34 aces.
Emerson Lalashuis, DeLand: Lalashuis as-

sembled quite the freshman season. She
topped the Bulldogs with 225 kills.
Logan Milan, Spruce Creek: Milan led

Spruce Creek with 474 digs, 536 serve recep-
tions and 55 aces.
Haley Sobin, Flagler Palm Coast: Sobin led

Flagler Palm Coast with 231 kills and was sec-
ond on the team with 211 digs.
Victoria Stoltzfus, DeLand: Stoltzfus was

DeLand’s primary ball handler with 481 assists.
She also led the team with 42 aces and turned

in 206 digs.

Second Team

Isabella Bosinski, Father Lopez: Bosinski
led the Green Wave with 210 kills and 61 aces.
She also recorded 227 digs.
Jaelyn Campusano, Taylor: Campusano re-

corded 202 kills to help Taylor to an 18-10 rec-
ord.
Annabelle Gentry, Spruce Creek: Gentry

led the Hawks with 190 kills and was second
with 242 digs.
Joslean Gonzalez Garcia, University: Gon-

zalez Garcia led University with 202 kills and
was second on the Titans with 192 digs.
Jackie Leon, Warner Christian: Leon led

the Volusia-Flagler area with 82 aces.
Teagan Lux, New Smyrna Beach: Lux led

the Barracudas with 328 assists and 44 aces.
Sofia Mackin, New Smyrna Beach: Mackin

was first among New Smyrna Beach players
with 342 digs.
Sarah McManama, Trinity Christian:

McManama led Trinity Christian with 266 digs,
160 kills and 35 blocks.
Haven Price, Seabreeze: Price finished sec-

ond in the area, and coincidentally second on
Seabreeze, with 133 blocks. She also had 112
kills.
Alyssa Reedy, University: Reedy had 196

kills and 155 digs for the Titans.
Kenadie Suarez, Deltona: Suarez recorded

431 digs and 43 aces.
Anna Vandell, DeLand: Vandell finished

second on DeLand in kills (175) and blocks (42).

Coach of the Year

Rhea Simon, DeLand: Simon is the Volusia-
Flagler area’s volleyball Coach of the Year for
the second consecutive season. The Bulldogs
finished 18-10, a slight step back from their 25-3
season in 2024, despite a young roster and a
harder schedule. DeLand went further into the
postseason than any other local program be-
fore losing in the Region 1-7A semifinals to
Winter Park, the 7A state champs and Max-
Preps’ No. 1 team in Florida.

Honorable Mention

DeLand: Eden Knapp, Leni Young, Kohen
Kazmierczak
Deltona: Giana Sanz
Father Lopez: Mia Bruno Lodwig
Flagler Palm Coast: Marina Carlisi, Kaitlyn

Ebding
Matanzas: Sanigh Arneaud, Haley Stewart
New Smyrna Beach: Emma Jandrew
Seabreeze: Alexandria Dingman, Isabella

Tedesco, Baylee Brown, Olivia Chase, Brianna
Dicks
Spruce Creek: Tamera Williams, Sadie Van-

Brocklin, Rachel Smith, Evelyn Webb
Taylor: Taylor Lane, Autumn Sampson
Trinity Christian: Charlee Phillips
University: Keira Dickens

Player of the Year

Victoria Stoltzfus, DeLand: Stoltzfus was
the primary catalyst for the Region 1-7A semi-
finalists. Stoltzfus led DeLand with 481 assists
en route to the Bulldogs’ sixth consecutive Dis-
trict 2-7A title and ensuing postseason run.
Stoltzfus, a senior, was one of DeLand’s most
experienced players on an offense that lost
three Division I-caliber starters to graduation
last season. Stoltzfus eclipsed the 1,500-assist
mark this season and closed her career with
1,598 assists.

New Smyrna Beach’s Mollie Hale (4) spikes the ball over the net during the District 6-5A semifinals against Atlantic hosted by New Smyrna Beach High School on
Oct. 14. NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Meet the Volusia-Flagler
All-Area Volleyball Team

The best of 2025 along with honorable mentions, coach of the year and player of the year

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Seabreeze’s Carley Bandell sets the ball during the
Five Star Conference volleyball tournament match
against Pine Ridge on Sept. 15 at Seabreeze High
School.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 20 10 20 10





6B | SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026 | THE DAYTONA BEACH NEWS-JOURNAL

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SWIMMING

DeLand and Seabreeze’s girls swim teams
both made it to states.
The Sandcrabs placed 13th at the 3A meet,

while the Bulldogs finished 21st in the 4A
event. Those were also the only schools to
have individual swimmers place inside the
top 10 in their respective events.
DeLand’s Alexis O’Keefe finished eighth in

the 50-yard and 100-yard freestyles. Laurel
Carson and Noelle Dragstedt finished seventh
for Seabreeze in their respective events —
Carson in the 50-yard freestyle and Dragstedt
in the 100-yard butterfly.
There were plenty of nominations to go

around, so here is the Volusia-Flagler All-
Area girls swim team.

First Team

Jovi Anderson, Spruce Creek: Anderson
finished third with a 1:11.74 in the 100-yard
breaststroke at the District 2-4A meet.
Gisele Bianco, Atlantic: Bianco finished

third at the District 5-2A meet with a 2:07.61-
second 200-yard freestyle. She added a sec-
ond-place finish in the 500-yard freestyle.
Laurel Carson, Seabreeze: Carson fin-

ished seventh at the 3A state meet with a
24.54-second time in the 50-yard freestyle.
She finished fifth in Region 1-3A in the same
event with a 25.02.
Noelle Dragstedt, Seabreeze: Dragstedt

placed seventh in the state at the 3A level
with a 59.15-second time in the 100-yard but-
terfly. She placed third at the Region 1-3A
meet in the same event.
Emma Gilbert, Flagler Palm Coast: Gil-

bert won the 100-yard breaststroke at the
Five Star Conference meet. She finished
fourth in the same event at the District 2-4A
meet.
Piper Jemison, DeLand: Jemison finished

sixth in the 100-yard butterfly at the Region
1-4A meet with a 58.6-second swim. She
nabbed a fourth-place finish in the 100-yard
backstroke at the same meet with a 58.05-
second swim.
Keegan Malone, Spruce Creek: Malone

placed seventh at the Region 1-4A meet with

a 59.3-second 100-yard backstroke.
Matilda Noble, Flagler Palm Coast: Noble

finished fourth in the 100-yard butterfly at
the District 2-4A meet after swimming a
1:03.15.
Alexis O’Keefe, DeLand: O’Keefe placed

second in the 100-yard freestyle with a time
of 51.54 seconds and third in the 50-yard
freestyle with a 23.87-second swim at the Re-
gion 1-4A meet. She placed eighth in both
events at the 4A state meet.
Annabelle Power, New Smyrna Beach:

Power finished one spot behind Kohany at the
District 3-3A meet in the 200-yard IM with a
2:26.42 time.
Lily Rollins, Father Lopez: Rollins fin-

ished fourth in the 200-yard individual med-
ley at the District 3-1A meet with a time of
2:43.91.
Addie Smurdon, Seabreeze: Smurdon

won the District 3-3A 100-yard freestyle title
over Carson with a 53.69-second swim. She
also finished fifth in the 500-yard freestyle.

Second Team

Paige Beaty, DeLand: Beaty finished fifth
in the District 2-4A 200-yard individual med-
ley with a time of 2:30.61.
Molly Brock, New Smyrna Beach: Brock

finished eighth at the District 3-3A meet with
a 25.64-second 50-yard freestyle.
Summer Craig, Spruce Creek: Craig fin-

ished eighth in the 50-yard freestyle and
ninth in the 100-yard freestyle at the District
2-4A meet. She was also part of a Hawk relay
team that took second at the Five Star meet.
Katelyn Denigan, DeLand: Denigan was a

member of the Bulldogs’ 200-yard medley re-
lay that placed second at the District 2-4A
meet.
Stella Guymon, Flagler Palm Coast: Guy-

mon finished fifth at the District 2-4A meet
with a 57.03-second swim in the 100-yard
freestyle.
Eppie Kohany, Seabreeze: Kohany swam a

2:23.21 at the District 3-3A meet to finish
eighth in the 200-yard individual medley.
Mattie Lindemann, DeLand: Lindemann

placed eighth at the District 2-4A meet in the
200-yard individual medley with a time of
2:35.7.
Bella Logan, Spruce Creek: Logan swam a

2:03.89 to finish seventh at the District 2-4A
meet in the 200-yard freestyle.
Samantha Mott, DeLand: Mott earned a

10th-place finish in the 200-yard freestyle at
the District 2-4A meet.
Julianne Suekell, DeLand: Suekell earned

a top-10 finish in the 200-yard individual
medley at the District 2-4A meet.
Riley Weitzel, Atlantic: Weitzel finished

sixth in the District 5-2A 100-yard breast-
stroke with a time of 1:21.32.
Barbora Zdanska, Atlantic: Zdanska

swam a 1:20.21 to finish seventh at the Dis-
trict 5-2A meet in the 100-yard butterfly.

Coach of the Year

Kati Kaye, DeLand: Kaye is both the boys
and girls swim coach of the year. The Bull-
dogs won the Record Breaker meet but lost to
Spruce Creek by half a point at the Five Star
meet. But DeLand beat Spruce Creek at the
Region 1-4A meet and finished 21st as a team
at the 4A state meet.

Honorable Mention

DeLand: Samantha Mullins, Jaidyn Lott
Father Lopez: Vanda Va’helyi, Harper

Hack
Flagler Palm Coast: Jade Hreib
Matanzas: Aurora Purdy, Carmella Cucci-

nello
New Smyrna Beach: Samantha O’Brien,

Paige Conlan
Seabreeze: Maren Beck
Spruce Creek: Phoenix Malloch, Lily Carl-

ton, Sofia Leschitz, Riley Gurucharri, Sage
Medders, Mia Miller, Mariah Calderon, Alana
Harris
University:Malina Palumbo, Janelle Olson

Girls Swimmer of the Year

Alexis O’Keefe, DeLand: O’Keefe was the
fastest freestyler in the Volusia-Flagler area.
She won everything in the 50- and 100-yard
freestyles, from the Record Breaker meet in
September to the Five Star meet in October.
She placed eighth in both events at the state
level, and her 23.87-second swim in the 50-
yard freestyle at the Region 1-4A meet was
the fastest by a local swimmer.

DeLand’s Samantha Mott competes in the girls 500-yard freestyle event at the 2024 Five Star swim meet at the YMCA pool in Port Orange. NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL

Meet the Volusia-Flagler
All-Area Girls Swim Team
The best of 2025 along with honorable mentions, coach of the year, girls swimmer of the year

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK
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Seabreeze’s boys swim team was the only
club from the Volusia-Flagler area to make it to
the state meet, doing so at the 3A level.
The Sandcrabs also had two finishers in the

top six of their respective events, brothers Kai
and Reef McMeeking. Reef earned a spot on the
podiumwith a third-place finish in the 200-yard
individual medley.
But DeLand swept every local competition,

beating Seabreeze, Spruce Creek, Flagler Palm
Coast and a handful of other local squads at the
Record Breaker and Five Star meets.
Here are the nominees for this year’s Volusia-

Flagler All-Area team, complete with honorable
mentions, coach of the year and boys swimmer
of the year.

First Team

Matthew Alvarez, Father Lopez: Alvarez
placed second with a 49.53-second 100-yard
freestyle at the District 3-1A meet. He finished
seventh at the Region 1-1A meet with a 48.85-
second 100-yard freestyle and also got seventh
in the 100-yard breaststroke.
Timothy Dobyns, DeLand: Dobyns finished

third in the District 2-4A meet with a time of
1:51.02 in the 200-yard freestyle.
Gavin Hardy, Atlantic: Hardy won the 500-

yard freestyle and placed second in the 200-
yard freestyle at the District 5-2A meet. He also
won the 500-yard freestyle at the Five Star Con-
ference meet.
Ricky Kaneaster, Spruce Creek: Kaneaster

swam a 5:03.33 to place 11th in the 500-yard
freestyle at the Region 1-4A meet. He placed
second at the District 2-4A meet in the same
event.
Keaton Lasicki, Matanzas: Lasicki finished

fourth at the District 3-3A meet with a 1:02.99 in
the 100-yard breaststroke.
Johnathan Lusk, Seabreeze: Lusk finished

seventh in the 500-yard freestyle at the District
3-3A meet with a 5:01.97.
Kai McMeeking, Seabreeze: McMeeking

finished sixth in the 100-yard breaststroke at the
3A state meet.
Reef McMeeking, Seabreeze: McMeeking

placed third in Florida in the 200-yard individ-
ual medley with a 1:49.59. He finished second at
the Region 1-3A meet in the same event, just
with a slightly slower time of 1:51.25.
Jake Naumovitz, DeLand: Naumovitz won

the Five Star 50-yard freestyle before placing
seventh in the same event at the District 2-4A
meet. Naumovitz also placed seventh in the 100-
yard freestyle.

Leo Peters, Matanzas: Peters finished sixth
in the District 3-3A meet with a 22.85-second
50-yard freestyle. He also finished fifth in the
100-yard butterfly.
Alexander Rudik, Flagler Palm Coast: Ru-

dik swam a 2:06.81 to finish second in the 200-
yard individual medley at the District 2-4A
meet.
Gavin Thomas, DeLand: Thomas finished

seventh in the Region 1-4A meet with a 21.92-
second 50-yard freestyle. He finished third at
the District 2-4A meet in the 100-yard back-
stroke.

Second Team

Elijah Alvarez, Father Lopez: Alvarez swam
a 2:18.88 to place third at the District 3-1A meet
in the 200-yard individual medley. Alvarez also
finished fifth in the 100-yard butterfly.
Noah Arazashvili, Spruce Creek: Arazash-

vili swam a 55.86-second 100-yard butterfly to
finish fourth at the District 2-4A meet.
Devin Davidson, DeLand: Davidson earned

a top-10 finish in the boys 200-yard individual
medley at the District 2-4A meet.
Chase DeCarli, Spruce Creek: DeCarli swam

a 50-second 100-yard freestyle to finish fourth
at the District 2-4A meet. The freshman also
finished third in the 100-yard breaststroke.
Obadiah Dexheimer, DeLand: Dexheimer

swam a 2:09.84 in the 200-yard individual med-
ley to finish fifth at the District 2-4A meet.
Paul Dobyns, DeLand: Dobyns was a mem-

ber of DeLand’s second-place boys 200-yard in-
dividual medley relay at the District 2-4A meet.

He finished sixth in the 100-yard butterfly at the
same meet.
Dawson Gramling, DeLand: Gramling fin-

ished fifth in the District 2-4A 200-yard free-
style with a time of 1:54.04. He also finished
sixth in the 100-yard freestyle at the same meet.
Grayson Haynes, Spruce Creek: Haynes

swam a 1:58.02 to finish seventh in the District
2-4A 200-yard freestyle.
Owen O’Neil, DeLand: O’Neil finished eighth

at the District 2-4A meet in the 50-yard free-
style.
Alan Schultz, Father Lopez: Schultz earned

top-10 finishes at the District 3-1A meet in the
50- and 100-yard freestyle.
Tyler Smith, Seabreeze: Smith earned

top-10 finishes in the 50-yard freestyle and the
100-yard freestyle at the District 3-3A meet.
Rocco Wilson, Spruce Creek: Wilson swam

a 22.72 in the 50-yard freestyle to place sixth at
the District 2-4A meet.

Coach of the Year

Kati Kaye, DeLand: You name it, DeLand’s
boys swim team won it. The Bulldogs won the
Record Breaker meet in September, the Five Star
meet and were the highest local finishers at the
Region 1-4A meet.

Honorable Mention

DeLand: Stephen Lin, Cayden Sloan, Riley
Williams, Michael Tramuta, Declan Pickren
Father Lopez: Jordan Stonaker, William

Schultz, Andre Lafleur, Ian Lafleur
Flagler Palm Coast:Noah Roznos, Esias Roz-

nos
Matanzas: Alexander Demers, Reece Der-

ringe, Oliver Morris, Nelson Rojas
New Smyrna Beach: Worldley Frye, Korbin

Wyss
Seabreeze: Arthur Simpson, Carter Eby, Bro-

dy Smurdon
Spruce Creek: James Nelson, Lucas Jaku-

bec, Matheus Day, Landon Kramer, Silas Carlton
University: Caiden Thompson, Vincent Bos-

co, Kevin Pari

Boys Swimmer of the Year

Reef McMeeking, Seabreeze: McMeeking’s
third-place finish in the 200-yard individual
medley at the 3A state meet was the highest
state finish by any Volusia-Flagler swimmer in
any classification. In the same event, he was a
runner-up at the Region 1-3A meet and won it
during the Five Star meet. McMeeking was also
the Five Star champion in the 100-yard back-
stroke.

Seabreeze senior Kai McMeeking competes during the Class 3A state championship swim meet Nov. 15 at FAST in Ocala. CHRIS WATKINS/GAINESVILLE SUN
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Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Spruce Creek’s Noah Arazashvili competes in the
boys 100-yard butterfly during the 2024 Record
Breaker Invitational swim meet at the YMCA
pool in Port Orange. NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL
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