
If you’re dealing with high-interest payments, multiple bills, or a substantial
amount of debt, a debt consolidation loan may be the right solution for you.

I’M ALL EARS

Quick estimate. No obligation. See how much you could save each month.
We’re here to connect you with the best debt consolidation provider to achieve your financial goals.

That’s where LendBunny jumps in.

PAY OFF DEBT FASTER • ONE MONTHLY PAYMENT • LOWER INTEREST RATE • SAVE MONEY

Consolidate
your debt
into one
low monthly
payment
and take
control fast.
I’M READY 386-310-2352

D A Y T O N A B E A C H & P O R T O R A N G E

EMERGENCY
ROOMS

D A Y T O N A  B E A C H  &  P O R T O R A N G E
NO WAIT TIMES

EMERGENCY
ROOMS

FREESTANDING

SUNDAYHUDDLE
TOP TIER The Daytona Beach News-Journal

announces all-area soccer,
basketball teams.TOP TIERR basketball teams.R

Scan for all the latest sports news, scores and more

ON SOCIAL
Follow the Daytona
Beach News Journal for
the latest news on X at
@dbnewsjournal and
on Instagram at
@dbnewsjournal.

IN THE E-NEWSPAPER
Look for more coverage,
live results from yester-
day’s events and more
in Sports Extra, our
subscriber-exclusive,
eNewspaper section.

State of Florida
recruiting
Scan the QR code with your
smartphone for our weekly
rundown of high school
recruiting news in Florida.

NFL DRAFT

Florida products all
over draft. Did we
see this coming?

Page 7B

The Daytona Beach News-Journal | SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 | 1B

PHOTOSBY

NADIAZOMORODIAN/

NEWS-JOURNAL,

PHOTOILLUSTRATIONBY

ALEXISLINDENMAYER/

USATODAYNETWORK

Gabe
Glatt

Iniya
Reddicks

Kade
Manley

Katherine
Ouellette

Hailey
Sammons

TECNAVIA



 [CROPPDFINORIG]

crop = 20 10 20 10





2B | SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026 | THE DAYTONA BEACH NEWS-JOURNAL

Seabreeze’sWrigleyZweifel (9) catches theball in theoutfieldagainstDeltonaduring theFiveStarConferenceTournamentquarterfinals onMarch

30. NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

PAGE TWO

STAY IN THE GAME: Look for more coverage, results and more in Sports Extra, our subscriber-exclusive, eNewspaper section.

Florida
softball’s
Reagan
Walsh

Bethune-
Cookman
football’s
Cam’Ron
Ransom

COLLEGE SPORTS
COVERAGE ONLINE

From the Gators to Bethune-Cookman
to UCF to Stetson and more,

the Daytona Beach News-Journal has you
covered for all your college sports needs.
Snap the QR code with your smartphone for

the latest college sports coverage.
Keep up with Daytona Beach

News-Journal sports columnist
Ken Willis by scanning the

QR code with your smartphone
or by submitting questions to

his mailbag column at
ken.willis@newls-jrnl.com

HEY, WILLIE!

AUTO RACING
3 p.m.
FS1— NASCAR Cup Series, Food City
500, Bristol, Tenn.
BOWLING
1 p.m.
CW— PBA Tour, New York Classic,
Rochester, N.Y.
COLLEGE BASEBALL
12 p.m.
BTN — Indiana at Maryland
SECN — Florida at Georgia
12:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — North Carolina at Clemson
1 p.m.
ACCN — Stanford at Louisville
3 p.m.
ESPNU — Radford at High Point
SECN — Kentucky at Auburn
3:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — Arizona at TCU
COLLEGE LACROSSE (WOMEN’S)
12 p.m.
ESPNU —Michigan at Johns Hopkins
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
12 p.m.
ESPN — Arizona at LSU

2 p.m.
ESPN — Oklahoma at Texas
3 p.m.
BTN — Ohio State at Michigan
4 p.m.
ACCN — Virginia Tech at Virginia
5 p.m.
BTN — Purdue at Indiana
6 p.m.
ACCN — California at N.C. State
SECN — Kentucky at Tennessee
GOLF
12 p.m.
PARAMOUNT+ — DP World Tour/PGA
Tour, 89th Masters, Final Round, Augus-
ta, Ga.
2 p.m.
CBS/PARAMOUNT+ — DP World Tour/
PGA Tour, 89th Masters, Final Round,
Augusta, Ga.
HORSE RACING
1 p.m.
FS1— America’s Day at the Races
2 p.m.
FS2 — America’s Day at the Races
MLB BASEBALL
1:35 p.m.

MLBN — San Francisco at Baltimore
1:40 p.m.
ESPN UNLIMITED — N.Y. Yankees at
Tampa Bay
2:10 p.m.
PEACOCK —Washington at Milwaukee
4:30 p.m.
MLBN — Texas at L.A. Dodgers (JIP)
7:20 p.m.
NBC/PEACOCK — Cleveland at Atlanta
MLR RUGBY
9 p.m.
ESPN2 — Chicago at California
NBA BASKETBALL
6 p.m.
ESPN — Orlando at Boston
8:30 p.m.
ESPN — Denver at San Antonio
NHL HOCKEY
3 p.m.
TNT/TRU TV— Pittsburgh at Washington
6 p.m.
NHLN — Boston at Columbus
9 p.m.
NHLN —Whip-around coverage of Otta-
wa at New Jersey, Vancouver at Ana-
heim and Utah at Calgary

SOCCER (MEN’S)
9 a.m.
USA — Premier League, Tottenham
Hotspur at Sunderland
11:30 a.m.
USA — Premier League, Manchester City
at Chelsea
7 p.m.
FS2 — CPL, Forge at Vancouver FC
TENNIS
6 a.m.
TENNIS — Monte Carlo Doubles Final
7:30 a.m.
TENNIS — Billie Jean King Cup, Qualifi-
ers, USA vs. Belgium
9 a.m.
TENNIS — Monte Carlo Singles Final
11:30 a.m.
TENNIS — Linz-WTA Singles Final
UFL FOOTBALL
12 p.m.
ABC — Columbus at Dallas
3 p.m.
ABC — Birmingham at St. Louis
VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
3 p.m.
VICE — MLV, Atlanta at Indy

SPORTS ON TV SUNDAY, APRIL 12 (ALL TIMES EASTERN)
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Spruce Creek’s Tanner McClelland (17)
dribbles the ball during the boys Five
Star Conference Tournament.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS SOCCER

T
he 2025-26 boys soccer season is in the books, and it's time to

unveil the All-Area teams. h Just like on the girls side, New

Smyrna Beach was the last team remaining in the postseason

with an appearance in the Class 5A regional semifinals. But

there was variety of the trophy winners this season. h Spruce Creek was

the Five Star Conference champion, and Seabreeze took the District 6-5A

crown.BothwontheirrespectivetitlesoverNewSmyrnaBeach.h Still, the
Barracudaswere thewinningest program in the areawith a16-4-2 record.

hWithout further ado, here are theVolusia-FlaglerAll-Area teams.

FirstTeam

Evan Achterberg, GK, New Smyrna
Beach: Achterberg had 114 saves for the
Barracudas, including six consecutive
clean sheets at one point in the season.
Achterberg and New Smyrna Beach al-
lowedonly17 goals in 22matches.
Declan Botting, D, New Smyrna

Beach:Bottinghadonegoalandsevenas-
sists as awingback for the ‘Cudas.
Gabe Glatt, D, New Smyrna Beach:

Glattwasarguably thebestcenterback in
the Volusia-Flagler area, but he was also
an offensive weapon for the Barracudas.
He scored 11 goals, including four game
winners.
MaksymZherukha,D,SpruceCreek:

Zherukha was Spruce Creek’s captain
and centerback that led the Hawks to
their best season since 2021. He had one
goal and tied for the team lead with five
assists.
Rami Amiri, M, Flagler Palm Coast:

Amiri scored 18 goals for a Flagler Palm
Coast teamthat finished12-8-1.
JonathanCosta,M,Matanzas:Costa

ledMatanzaswith15goalsandalso regis-
teredsevenassists.ThePiratesvotedhim
as their teamMVP.
Luke Harrell, M, Seabreeze: Harrell

led Seabreeze to a district championship
withan impressive15goalsand17assists.
Tanner, McClelland, M, Spruce

Creek: McClelland had eight goals and
three assists for Spruce Creek out of the
midfield. His efforts helped the Hawks
win theFiveStarConference trophy.
NicoSegovia,M,NewSmyrnaBeach:

SegovialedNewSmyrnaBeach’smidfield
with eight goals and13 assists.
EmmanuelBenitez,F,Taylor:Benitez

recorded13goalsandthreeassistsearlyin
the season for a Taylor squad that fin-
ished10-9.
SamerPonce,F,DeLand:Poncehad13

goals and fourassistsplayingeverygame
for theBulldogs.
Erlin Yahir-Avila, F, Atlantic: Yahir-

Avila led Atlantic with 14 goals, including
a six-goal gameagainst Eustis.

SecondTeam

Teagan Paulo, GK, Flagler Palm
Coast: Paulo recorded 100 saves in 20
games.
Holden Brown, D, DeLand: Brown

was a primary defender for a Bulldogs
squadthatallowed28goalsin18matches.
His efforts helped DeLand hold oppo-
nentsundertwogoalseighttimes,includ-
ing four shutouts.
Rance Morgan, D, New Smyrna

Beach:Morganadded toGlatt’s offensive
efforts from the back line, scoring nine
goals for theBarracudas.
SpencerZogg,D,FlaglerPalmCoast:

Zoggmanned theBulldogs’back line for a
squad that allowed fewer than 1.5 goals
per game.
MatthewCiminera,M,Matanzas:Ci-

minera had seven goals and nine assists
forMatanzas this season.
Trent Golden, M, New Smyrna

Beach:Golden had11goals and seven as-
sists to tie Segovia for NSB’s team lead of
29points.
Leo Mazzola, M, DeLand: Mazzola

scored 11 goals and six assists in just 11
games.HejoinedtheteamafterDeLand's
eighth gameof the season.
EliRemsburg,M,Atlantic:Remsburg

wastheSharks’primaryfacilitatorwith10
assists.Healsoscored fourgoalsandwas
apeskydefenderwith 55 steals.
JackRunnoe,M,FlaglerPalmCoast:

Runnoehadsevengoalsandthreeassists
for theBulldogs.
RJCerasi,F,Matanzas:Cerasi tied for

the Pirates' second-leading scorer with
nine goals. He also recorded seven as-

sists.
Daneel Martinez Pulido, F, Univer-

sity: Martinez Pulido scored 11 goals for
University.
Christian Sweeney, F, Spruce Creek:

Sweeney scored 12 goals and had five as-
sists for Spruce Creek, leading it to a 14-
9-3 record.

HonorableMention

DeLand: Braden English, Kelvin Sau-
cedo,ColinTooley
Deltona:AnthonyLizarazo
Father Lopez: Alessandro Coblentz,

SuttonGreathouse
Flagler Palm Coast: Dylan Hardesty,

RiverRodriguez,Garrett Tucker
Mainland:DiegoCruz
Matanzas: Jose Cortes, Jackson

Grace, SergioPosada
NewSmyrnaBeach:ElliottMcCartha
Seabreeze: Owen Applegarth, Chan-

dlerKlepper, SebastianMendoza
Spruce Creek: Leonardo Bianchi,

Asher Sjoblom,ThomasWylie
Taylor:Alejandro Caro, EvanHernan-

dez
University:LiamLaCorte

Coachof theYear

Brandon Cisneros, New Smyrna
Beach:NewSmyrnaBeachwasat the top
of theVolusia-Flaglerareaboyssoccerhi-
erarchy once again. The Barracudas, led
by Cisneros, were the winningest local

team with 16 wins, four
losses and two ties. New
SmyrnaBeachwasthelast
local program remaining
in the postseason with an
appearance in the Class
5A regional semifinals.
The Barracudas also ap-
peared in the Five Star
Conferenceanddistrict fi-

nals. Although they were upset in both
games, NewSmyrnaBeachwas themost
consistent contender in local and post-
season competitions under Cisneros’
leadership.

Playerof theYear

Luke Harrell, Seabreeze: Harrell
stuffed the stat sheet for the Sandcrabs.
The seniormidfielder andBrownUniver-
sity soccer commit led Seabreeze with 15
goals and 17 assists, putting him among
the most productive players in the Volu-
sia-Flagler area. And his efforts didn’t go
unrewarded. One of Harrell’s goals
earned the Sandcrabs the District 6-5A
trophy in a 1-0 upset victory over New
Smyrna Beach, clinching a bid to the re-
gional playoffs.

Flagler Palm Coast's Rami Amiri breaks for the goal to score during a match with DeLand at FPC High School, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025. NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL

The All-Area Boys Soccer Team
Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

New Smyrna Beach’s Rance Morgan (41)
looks to kick the ball against Matanzas
High on Dec. 3, 2025.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

DeLand’s Samer Ponce (17) defends
against Flagler Palm Coast on Jan. 8,
2025. NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL

Cisneros

TECNAVIA
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SOCCER

T
he usual suspects — Flagler Palm Coast, New Smyrna Beach

and Seabreeze — ranked among the premier Volusia-Flagler

girls soccer programsonce again. h But therewas anewaddi-
tion during the 2025-26 campaign: the University Titans. h

Universityearnedthetitleasthewinningestteamintheareawitha16-3-2

record.Afterstrugglingfromthe2019-20seasontotheendofthe2023-24

season, theTitanswon14games lastwinter beforemakinganother jump

duringtheirmost-recentcampaign.h However,Universitywaseliminat-
ed fromthepostseason in thedistrict semifinals, paving theway forNew

Smyrna Beach to be the last local team remaining in the regional semifi-

nals. FPC and Seabreeze also made it to the playoffs. h Without further

ado, here are the theVolusia-Flagler All-Area girls soccer teams.

First Team

Natalie Neal, GK, Flagler Palm
Coast:Neal ledFlaglerPalmCoasttoa14-
3-5 record, including a17-match unbeat-
en streak to start the season. The senior
allowed just over one goal per game and
hadnine clean sheets.
JadeErikson,D,SpruceCreek:Erik-

son led Spruce Creek’s defense, earning
multiple votes from coaches around the
area. The Hawks surrendered just 1.9
goals per outing.
Eva Sites, D, Flagler Palm Coast:

SitesanchoredFlaglerPalmCoast’sback
lineas the team’s centerback.Combined
withNeal’sefforts innet, theBulldogsal-
lowed21goals in 22 games.
PaigeWooley, D, University:Wooley

scored 10 goals and recorded 10 assists.
As one of University’s fullbacks,Wooley
was also taskedwith stopping her oppo-
nents on the other side of the field.
Ava Castro, M, Taylor: Castro was a

force for a Taylor team that finished 9-
9-1.Theseniormidfielderscored23goals
and added another eight assists in 19
games.
Alaina Harden, M, New Smyrna

Beach: Harden championed the ‘Cudas
midfieldandtied fora team-high12goals
and nine assists. She stood alone at the
topofNewSmyrnaBeach’srosterwith33
points.
Valentina Orozco, M, University:

Orozco led University to 16 wins, a Volu-
sia-Flaglerbest,with teamhighs ingoals
(14) and assists (17).
Hailey Sammons, M, Flagler Palm

Coast: Sammonswas responsible for 28
scores this season split between 11 goals
andawhopping17assists.Shecombined
for a team-high 39points.

Olivia Chase, F, Seabreeze: Chase
played in only 13 matches, but it didn’t
stop her from being the Volusia-Flagler
area’s leading goal scorer. The senior
striker netted 26 goals, good for two per
contest.
Lauralee Macleod, F, Flagler Palm

Coast:Macleod led the Bulldogs with 16
goals.
ChloeWaldo,F,SpruceCreek:Waldo

led Spruce Creek’s offensive attack,
which included a four-goal performance
againstOrangewoodChristian.
Katherine Ouellette, Flex, Flagler

Palm Coast: Ouellette scored 14 goals
and had eight assists as the Bulldogs’
second-leading goal scorer.

SecondTeam

Payton Drexler, GK, Spruce Creek:
Drexler made 190 saves for the Hawks,
averaging10.6 permatch.
Bella Glatt, D, New Smyrna Beach:

Glattscoredtwogoalsandtackedonfour
assists. She starred as part of a back line
that allowed24 goals in 21matches.
Aubree Hickman, D, New Smyrna

Beach:Hickmanwas part of NSB’s back
linethatmadeanappearanceinaregion-
alsemifinalpossible.Shealsoscoredtwo
goals this season.
Marlee O’Fallon, D, Flagler Palm

Coast: O’Fallon helped anchor the Bull-
dogs’ lockdowndefense.
Abbey Atkinson, M, University: At-

kinson also recorded double-digit goals
and assists to leadUniversity to a16-win
season. She recorded 13 goals and 10 as-
sists.
Elizabeth Barry, M, New Smyrna

Beach:Barryhadninegoalsandnineas-
sists for 27 points.

KenleyHale,M,NewSmyrnaBeach:
Hale was one of three Barracudas to
score double-digit goals this season,
beating opposing goalkeepers10 times.
Valeria Lopez, M, Taylor: Lopez re-

corded 12 goals and eight assists for the
Wildcats.
Madelynn Davis, F, New Smyrna

Beach:Davis was tiedwith Harden for a
team-high12 goals. One of thosewas the
winner in the District 6-5A final against
Seabreeze.
ZaidaDumas,F,DeLand:Dumasnet-

ted 18 goals as a freshman for the Bull-
dogs.
VieraFerguson,F,University:Fergu-

son scored 10 goals and dished out four
assists.
Natalie Hubert, Flex, Pine Ridge:

Hubert did everything for Pine Ridge,
leadingthePantherswith16goalsandsix
assists.

Coachof theYear

Duane Danchuk, University: From
thestartof the2019-20seasonto theend
of the 2023-24 season, the Titans won a
combined 15 games. But Danchuk, a
longtime head coach for the Titans, led
University to its most successful season
since an 18-2 campaign in 2018-19. Dan-
chuk’s squad was the winningest local
team this seasonwith a16-3-2 record.

HonorableMention

DeLand: Julia Yocum
Deltona:Kathleen Farran
Flagler Palm Coast:Makayla Barbel,

Laura Herrera, Isabella Kummernes,
Skyler Strickland
Matanzas: Carsyn O’Linn, Emma

Skinner
New Smyrna Beach: Piper Amato,

MollyAndriola, ZoeKosmas
PineRidge:Katie Pilloud
Seabreeze: Emily Barnes, Ana Bom

Conselho, Hunter Byers, Katie Clark,
Ashlyn Colley, Gabrielle Dioquino, Kaia
McFarland,MadisonOpalewski
Spruce Creek: Bryanna Buckler, Ad-

disonLongstreet
University:Nichol Leon

Player of theYear

Olivia Chase, Seabreeze: Chase was
only able to play 13 games this season,
but that didn’t stop the senior forward
from recording numbers that ranked
atop the Volusia-Flagler standings.
Chaseledall localplayerswith26goals in
only those 13 contests, and she assisted
seven more for an area-high 59 points.
For thosekeeping count, that’s twogoals
and 4.5 points every match. Chase was
the primary offensive option on a Sea-
breeze team that finished 9-8-1.

Seabreeze's Olivia Chase (7) works through New Smyrna Beach's defense, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2025 during the Region 2-5A girls soccer quarterfinals at the Ormond
Beach Sports Complex. DAVID TUCKER\NEWS-JOURNAL

The All-Area Girls Soccer Team

New Smyrna Beach’s Alaina Harden
(10), shown in the Five Star Conference
semifinals against Seabreeze.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Flagler Palm Coast goalie Natalie Neal
(1) makes the save during a game with
DeLand on Friday, Nov. 22, 2024.
NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL

Taylor’s Ava Castro (11) kicks the ball
away from Flagler Palm Coast’s Eva
Sites on Nov. 19, 2025.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

T
he2025-26girlsbasketballseasonsawNewSmyrnaBeachasthe

lastsurvivingVolusia-Flaglerareasquadforasecondconsecutive

year. h Although they didn't endwith a state championship tro-

phy like theydid lastyear, theBarracudasmadetheregional final

beforebeingeliminated.TheydidaddanotherFiveStarConferencetrophy.h
But the talent throughout the area is plentiful beyond the border of New

SmyrnaBeachHighSchool.Hereare theVolusia-FlaglerAll-Area teams.

FirstTeam

Kelsey Assent, Deltona: The sopho-
more scored 13.9 points per game for the
Wolves.
Lexi Brown, Flagler Palm Coast:

Brown averaged a double-double with 11.3
points and11.3 boards to lead the Bulldogs
toan18-6 record.
SerenityCressor,PineRidge:Thesen-

iorcenterscored12.8pointspercontest for
thePanthers.
Santana Dixon, Atlantic: Dixon re-

corded14.3 points anda staggering17.5 re-
boundspergameasasophomore.
Iniya Reddicks, New Smyrna Beach:

Reddicks averaged 18.6 points, seven re-
bounds and a whopping 4.7 steals per
game to lead NSB to an appearance in the
Class5AEliteEight.
Lillian Sanchez, DeLand: Sanchez

scored15pointspergameand led theBull-
dogs in every single statistic besides 3-
point percentage and turnovers. She aver-
aged six rebounds, four assists and three
stealspergameaswell.
NaomieTorres, PineRidge:Torres av-

eraged15pointspergameforthePanthers.
Madeleine Trumble, Seabreeze:

Trumble recorded13.4 points as the Sand-
crabs’ leading scorer. She also grabbed 3.8
reboundsper contest.
Kaneisha Washington, Halifax:

Washington recorded 16.6 points, 8.4 re-
boundsand4.7stealstoleadtheKnightsto
a12-7seasonasasophomore.
Frantashia Williams, Deltona: Wil-

liamsledDeltonawith18.1points,4.4steals
and 2.8 assists per game. She scored 38
against DeLand to lead the sixth-seeded
Wolves to theFiveStarConference final.

NatalieWilliams,Mainland:Williams
led Mainland with 13.8 points and 6.3 re-
boundspergame.
AvaWorks,FlaglerPalmCoast:Works

averaged14.3 points over 23 games to lead
theBulldogs inscoring.

SecondTeam

ErinBoyle,PineRidge:Boyleaveraged
10.5 points per game as one of three Pine
Ridgeplayerstoscoreindoublefiguresthis
season.
Brielle Collins, Spruce Creek: Collins

dropped11points per gameas one of three
Hawksscorers toaveragedouble figures.
Za’myia Dixon, Halifax: Dixon aver-

aged 9.4 points and 3.2 steals for a defen-
siveHalifax team.
Ruby Fogel, Matanzas: Fogel recorded

13.4 boards, 5.9 points and 2.3 blocks per
contest forMatanzas.
Emani Mccaskill, Spruce Creek:

Mccaskill was Spruce Creek's second-
leadingscorerat11.3pointspergame.
Anastasia Neal, Mainland: Neal

scored12pergameandaveraged2.3 steals
for theBucs.
Camora Pate, Deltona: Pate averaged

11.6 points and a team-high 7.5 boards for
Deltona.
Jakeyvia Semond, Spruce Creek:

SemondledtheHawkswith12.4pointsper
game.
KatelynnSmith,Matanzas:Smith av-

eraged 11.5 points and 9.1 rebounds per
gamefor thePirates.
ToriSpann,FlaglerPalmCoast:Spann

averaged 11.2 points per game for the Bull-
dogs.
Kaylin Spor, DeLand: Spor averaged 11

points, four rebounds and three steals as
theBulldogs’secondoption.
Skyla Thompson, Father Lopez:

Thompson averaged 11.6 points and 2.1
stealsasa freshmanfor theGreenWave.

HonorableMention

Atlantic: Jayde Harold, Essence John-
son,SaniyaWhitfield
Deltona:ArielAndre
Father Lopez: Scotlyn Gill, Brooklyn

Tumminello,ChloeWilen
FlaglerPalmCoast:StephanieTurner
Halifax: Ashlyn Ivery, Ki’arah McMil-

lian
Mainland:MichiyahGreen,JadaRawls
Matanzas:AuroraPurdy
New Smyrna Beach: Sariah Ammons,

Brooklin Cooper, Riley France, Zoe Hay-
wood, JanessaHorwitz
PineRidge:Ja’naeThreatts
Seabreeze:AmiraFerguson
Taylor:CaydenceHassell

CoachoftheYear

Aisha Patrick, New Smyrna Beach:
Patrick won a state cham-
pionshiplastseasonbefore
being named as our Top
Coach, and she’ll add an-
other Coach of the Year
honor to her collection this
year. Under Patrick’s lead-
ership, the Barracudas
were once again the last
surviving Volusia-Flagler

team with an appearance in the Region
2-5Afinal.It’shardtorepeatasstatecham-
pions, and an appearance in the 5A Elite
Eight is something tobeproudof.

Playerof theYear

Iniya Reddicks, New Smyrna Beach:
Reddicks was the motor behind New
Smyrna Beach’s run to the Region 2-5A fi-
nals. The junior guard averaged 18.6 per
game along with seven rebounds. Scoring
nearly 20 points per game is impressive,
but it’s rivaled by her 4.7 steals per game.
Nomatterwhereheropponentswere,Red-
dicks was there to either score on them or
nab the ball from their hands. She was a
part of last year’s state championship
team, and she still has one year of high
school eligibility remaining.

New Smyrna Beach’s Riley France (2) and Mainland’s Natalie Williams (2) battle for the ball on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025. NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

TheAll-AreaGirls Basketball Team

Flagler Palm Coast's Ava Works (1)
saves the ball during the game against
Matanzas High School, Friday, Jan. 2,
2026. NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Atlantic's Saniya Whitfield defends
during a game against Mainland at
Atlantic High School, Saturday, Jan.
20, 2024. NIGEL COOK/NEWS-JOURNAL

Spruce Creek’s Emani Mccaskill passes
to a teammate during the Region 1-7A
quarterfinals against Lake Mary.
NADIA ZOMORODIAN/NEWS-JOURNAL

Patrick

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

TECNAVIA
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

A
successful boys basketball season for theVolusia-Flagler area

made spots on the 2025-26 All-Area teams hotly contested.

Butthat'swhathappenswhen11squadsfinishtheseason.500

or better. h Atlanticwas thewinningest andwent farther into
the postseason than any other local program. The Sharks appeared in the

Class4Astatechampionshipgame,marking the first timetheyhadplayed

for a state title. h Outside of Atlantic's run, Seabreeze has a claim for the

second-mostnotablestoryline.h TheSandcrabs finished21-8aftera10-15
campaign just a season ago. It ended a nine-year streak of losing seasons,

andtheir21winswerethemostsincetheybeganuploadingresults toMax-

Preps in 2005. h Not included in the 11 teams that had a record of .500 or

betterwas PineRidge,which endedupmaking its first regional final since

2002aftera regular-seasongauntlet.h The listgoeson,andtherewasn'ta
shortageof talent.Here are theVolusia-FlaglerAll-Area teams.

FirstTeam

Baron Brownlee, Father Lopez: The
6-foot-4 freshman swingmanwas one of
two players in the Volusia-Flagler area to
average more than 20 points per game
witha20.2aggregateinhisinauguralhigh
school campaign.Healso averaged8.1re-
boundsand2.9 steals per game.
CrisDeLaPena,Atlantic:DeLaPena

was theengine that ledAtlantic to its first
statechampionshipgameinprogramhis-
tory.Theseniorpoint guardaveraged14.8
pointspergameanddropped29intheRe-
gion 2-4A final to send the Sharks to a
state semifinal.
WilmerDeLaRosa,PineRidge:DeLa

Rosawasasolidscoringoptionandaforce
on the boards for Pine Ridge. The senior
basically averaged a double-double with
16.6pointsand9.9reboundspergameand
shot 69%fromthe field.
JDFieser,NewSmyrnaBeach:Fieser

was New Smyrna Beach’s first option
when leading scorer Tyler McKnight
missed nine games with an injury down
thebackstretchoftheseason.Fieser,a ju-
nior forward, averaged 16 points and 6.7
reboundsper game.
Beegie Gordon, Mainland: Gordon

was one of three Buccaneers to average
morethan10pointspergameandplayeda
large role in their ranking as one of the
best teams in the FHSAA. The 6-foot-3
guard scored 13.5 per game and shot 41%
from3.
Jacquez Ivey, Spruce Creek: Ivey did

it all for Spruce Creek. The 6-foot-5 point
guard averaged 16 points, seven re-
bounds, four assists and 2.1 steals per
game.
Emmanuel Martin, Atlantic: Stand-

ing at 6-foot-8, Martin was a force in the
paintallseasonfortheClass4Astaterun-
ner-up.Stillonlya junior,heaveraged12.6
points and10.7 reboundsper game.

KadeManley,Mainland:Manleywas
Mainland’s primary scorer in a season
where the Bucs finished 22-4 and as the
No. 18 squad in Florida. The junior guard
ledMainlandwith 15.8 points and 3.5 as-
sistspergame,shot47%from3andmade
46ofhis 50 free throwattempts.
Jayden McCoy, Matanzas: Despite

thePirates finishing8-13,McCoywasone
of themostprolific scorers in theVolusia-
Flagler areawith18.7 points per game.He
also averaged8.9boards and2.3 steals.
TylerMcKnight,NewSmyrnaBeach:

McKnight missed more than a month
with an injury in late January and early
Februarybefore returning for the regional
playoffs. Still, he helped the ‘Cudas to a
22-6 recordwith17.2points per game.
Jeremiah Outler, Seabreeze: Outler

was the leading scorer, rebounder and
pickpocketonaSeabreeze teamthatwon
the most games (21) since it started
uploading its results to MaxPreps during
the2005-06 season.The junior guardav-
eraged 16.8 points, 7.3 rebounds and 2.9
steals per game.
HenryRobinsonJr.,PineRidge:Rob-

inson dropped 53 in the first game of his
junior season, paving the way for a 27.6-
pointaverage.The6-foot-8guardandNo.
44 overall recruit in 247Sports’ 2027
recruiting class led Pine Ridge to its first
EliteEight appearance since2002.

SecondTeam

AJ Brown, Seabreeze:Outler was the
Sandcrabs’ leading scorer, but Brown
wasn’t far behind. The junior point guard
averaged13.6points and2.4 stealsduring
Seabreeze’s historic season.
Xavier Cerrud, New Smyrna Beach:

Cerrud was the primary ballhandler for
the Barracudas. As a jack of all trades, he
averaged 7.9 points, 6.5 assists and a
whopping3.3 steals per game.

Curtis Giles, Matanzas: Giles record-
ed 15.7 points and 5.5 rebounds per game
for thePirates.
Anthony Hampton, Flagler Palm

Coast:Hamptonwas FPC’s second-lead-
ing scorerwith14points per game.
Owen McLaughlin, New Smyrna

Beach:McLaughlinwasthe finalpartofa
trio of tallNewSmyrnaBeach scorers.He
averaged 13.5 points and 7.5 boards per
contest.
NatePerry, FlaglerPalmCoast:Perry

ledFlaglerPalmCoastwith15.4pointsper
game and grabbed an average of 4.9 re-
bounds to help lead the Bulldogs to a17-11
record.
Canyon Powers, Mainland: Powers

scored 11.2 points per game and averaged
5.4 rebounds as the Bucs’ leading re-
bounder. Powers was also a pesky de-
fenderwith twosteals per game.
Henry Singleton, Halifax: Singleton

averaged 11.2 points and eight rebounds
per game to help lead Halifax to a 20-7
season.
Tyler Smith, Atlantic: Smith was At-

lantic’s primary defender tasked with
shutting down the opposition’smost-tal-
entedscorer.Mostnotably,heheldBishop
Kenny’s Drew Jackson to seven non-free
throw points in the 4A state semifinals.
Smith was also the Sharks’ best 3-point
shooterwith a42%mark this season.
Adonis Thompson, Calvary Chris-

tian: Thompson was Calvary Christian’s
offense and a top scorer in the area. The
sophomore guard averaged18.7 per game
to lead theLions to a12-11season.
Logan Whitehurst, Spruce Creek:

Whitehurst averaged 11points and six re-
bounds for theHawks.
MekhiYan,Atlantic:Yanaveraged9.9

pointspergame,but thataverage jumped
with performances of 15, 16 and 12 points
in the regional final, state semifinal and
state championship. Yan also had the
anomalistic stat of averagingmore offen-
sive rebounds (3.4) thandefensive (2.1).

HonorableMention

Atlantic:DavidLaboy,CalebWiggins
DeLand: Tauren Nicholson, Daniel

Rodriguez,DaeshonMcCloud
Deltona: Tim McCarthy, Marcus

Spells, Cam'RonWashington
FatherLopez:WestenBrownlee
FlaglerPalmCoast: JasiahSanders
Halifax: Louis Consenzi, Calloway

McCaster,NehemiahWigley
Mainland: Reece Casto, Davon Jones,

KadinPierce-Flores
Matanzas: JamelGuerrero
NewSmyrnaBeach: JaxsonHarris
Pine Ridge: Jyles Newman, Josiah

Samuels
Seabreeze:ChristianSimmons
Taylor: Jace Harcus, Christian Nich-

ols, JamesThomas
Trinity Christian: Quentin Berry, Eli

Hudzik
University:KyleCarrico,PhillipFrank-

lin, CruseRichard
Warner Christian: Robert Flores, Ju-

dahRodriguez

Coachof theYear

TravisNorfolk,Atlantic:Norfolkwon
this award after the 2024-25 season, and
he’lldosoagainafteroutdoinganalready-

high standard in 2025-26.
The Sharks were the last
remaining team from the
Volusia-Flagler area for
the second year in a row,
and this time, their run
endedwithanappearance
in theClass4Achampion-
ship game. In Norfolk’s
third year at the helm, At-

lantic advanced farther into the postsea-
son than any other Atlantic squad in
school history, besting the 2006-07
Sharks team that made it to the state
semifinals. Atlantic also led the area in
wins (23) for the secondconsecutive sea-
son.

Playerof theYear

Henry Robinson Jr., Pine Ridge:
Whatcan’tHenryRobinsonJr.do?Theju-
nior Pine Ridge Panther was borderline
unstoppable during the 2025-26 season,
ashewasheldunder20pointsonly twice
en route to an average of 27.6 points per
game. In comparison, Robinson had nine
games with at least 30 points and two
with at least 40. Standing at 6-foot-8,
Robinson had the ability to elevate over
relatively every defender he faced, which
is exemplified by his 60% shooting from
thefieldand42%markfrom3-point land.
Robinson was also a problem on the de-
fensive end, averaging 8.3 boards and 3
blockspergame.Hiseffortswerereward-
edwith Pine Ridge’s first appearance in a
regional final since2002.

Pine Ridge forward Henry Robinson Jr. (5) prepares to begin the third quarter against Providence during a Reps on Reps Battlegrounds high school boys basketball
game on Dec. 19, 2025. CLAYTON FREEMAN/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

TheAll-AreaBoysBasketball Team

Cris De La Pena cuts down the net
after Atlantic's win over Eastside in the
Region 2-4A final on Saturday, Feb. 28,
2026. ZACH ALLEN

Norfolk

Zach Allen
Daytona Beach News-Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK
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With the 2026 NFL Draft approach-
ing and several players from Florida
high schools expected to go in the first
round, it's a good time to look backs and
see which recruiting evaluations we got
right and which ones we got wrong.

Francis Mauigoa was a consensus
five-star recruit in high school. Carnell
Tate and Rueben Bain Jr. both were five
stars recruits.

Fernando Mendoza? Not even close
to being considered a futureNo.1overall
pick.

According to 247Sports, there were
133 quarterbacks better than Mendoza
in the 2022 class, and 249 better
recruits in Florida.

USA Today Florida Network recruit-
ing reporter Jon Santucci gave his recol-
lection on the top draft prospects from
Florida high schools and what he
thought their ceiling would be at the
next level.

Indiana QB Fernando Mendoza

High school: Columbus (2022 class)
USA TODAY Florida Network top

100 rank: N/A
What Santucci thought Mendoza's

ceiling was: Player who could compete
for playing time at the FBS level.

I sawMendozamultiple times in high
school and thought he had potential,
but there was no way I ever would have
predicted the kind of meteoric rise he's
had over the past two years. Mendoza
had good size, a good enough arm and
enough athleticism to be an FBS quar-
terback. What was most impressive
abouthimwasn't thephysical, itwas the
mental. Mendoza was mature beyond
his years and very smart. I came away
impressed every time I spoke to him or
listened to other speak about him.Men-
doza committed to Cal days before the
February signing window, which I
thoughtwas aperfect fit considering his
ability and intellect.

Ohio State WR Carnell Tate

High school: IMG (2023 class)
USA TODAY Florida Network top

100 rank: No. 10
What Santucci thought Tate's ceil-

ing was: Player who could be a second-
or third-round draft pick.

Tate was really impressive at IMG. I
still remember seeing him at the As-
cenders spring scrimmage before his
senior year going up against an abso-
lutely loaded secondary and still finding
away to separate andmake good catch-
es. The one knock against Tate in my
mind was that I ended up seeing one of

his few bad games. Tate dropped a cou-
ple big passes in the second half against
Miami Central in that 2022 opener that
almost certainly have changed the
game. That game was an outlier not the
norm and I saw him in person at least
two other times, but I let those drops
impact my evaluation a little too much.

Miami OL Francis Mauigoa

High school: IMG (2023 class)
USA TODAY Florida Network top

100 rank: No. 2
What Santucci thought Mauigoa's

ceilingwas: Player who could be a first-
round draft pick.

Mauigoa falls into a rare category of a
player who didn't really have any red
flags in high school. He had a great
frame at 6-foot-5, 330 pounds, moved
really well and was a player I felt confi-
dent could walk out of high school and
immediately compete for playing time
at a Power 4 program. That's exactly
what he did. I saw him live in multiple
games against good competition and he
wasmostly exceptional. The only player
I ever saw really give Mauigoa trouble?
Rueben Bain Jr., whose three sacks
against IMG in the 2022 season opener
helped Miami Central shock IMG.

Miami EDGE Rueben Bain Jr.

High school: Miami Central (2023
class)

USA TODAY Florida Network top
100 rank: No. 23

What Santucci thought Bain's ceil-
ingwas: Player who could be an early to
mid-round draft pick.

It's been three years and this evalua-
tion still really bothersme. I sawBain so
many times in high school against le-
gitimate competition like Mauigoa and
he was always dominant. His ability to
win with his hands and bend was un-
matched. So why wasn't Bain much
higher on the list? For the same reason
NFL teams are trying to decide if they
want to be the first team since at least
1999 to draft an edge rusherwhose arms
measured at shorter than 31 inches. I
had concerns about Bain's measurables
and if that meant that he would have to
bump inside in college. I still thought he
could be impactful but obviously bend
isn't a major issue for a defensive line-
man. I was wrong. Bain was a monster
in college, just like he was in high
school. Will the NFL be any different?

Miami EDGE AkheemMesidor

High school: Clearwater Academy

International (2020 class)
USA TODAY Florida Network top

100 rank: N/A
What Santucci thought Mesidor's

ceiling was: Player who could start at a
Power 4 program.

I didn't see Mesidor in person during
his one year at CAI, but his filmwas im-
pressive.He linedupprimarily at defen-
sive tackle and had several skills that
would translate to success at the next
level. He was athletic, had the ability to
move really well, used his hands well to
shedblocks andmadeplays in theback-
field. I also liked his penchant for mak-
ing violent hits and showing his ability
to convert speed to power.

Toledo S Emmanuel
McNeil-Warren

High school: Lakewood (2021 class)
USA TODAY Florida Network top

100 rank: N/A
What Santucci thought McNeil-

Warren's ceilingwas: Playerwho could
compete for playing time at the Power 4
level.

I didn't get a chance to see McNeil-
Warren in person in high school, but his
talent was clear on film. He was a tall
cornerback, sticky in man-to-man cov-
erage and had the ability to come down-
hill and hit like a safety. A couple of his
interceptions were simply because he
could read the play and understood
where the ball was going and where he
needed to be. They weren't great
throws, but hemade the right decisions.
While some teams like long corner-
backs, his length, instincts and hitting
ability made it easier to project him as a
safety.

Oklahoma EDGE R Mason Thomas

Highschool:CardinalGibbons (2022
class)

USA TODAY Florida Network top
100 rank: No. 29

What Santucci thought Thomas'
ceilingwas: Player who could be amid-
round draft pick.

When you're around elite players in
practice, they do things differently.
They're doing the exact same drills as
everyone else, but it's better. The way
they move, the sound when they hit a
bag, the speed at which they do things.
That's what it was like watching Thom-
as the spring before his senior year. His
status as anational recruit hadn't exact-
ly taken off yet, but he was special. He
had a monster senior year, and his abil-
ity to come off the edge and make plays
in the backfieldwas a constant. His first
step and speed made him a problem for
offensive lineman and he's heading into
the draft as a the top speed rusher in a
deep group of edge rushers.

Miami Columbus quarterback Fernando Mendoza (15) is pursued by Venice High defenders on Dec. 4, 2021. MIKE LANG/USA TODAY NETWORK

Florida products all over draft
Did we see this coming?

IMG Academy’s Carnell Tate celebrates a punt return for a touchdown against
American Heritage in Plantation on Aug. 20, 2021. Tate’s touchdown was called
back because of a penalty, but the Ascenders won 35-15. JON SANTUCCI

Jon Santucci Treasure Coast Newspapers | USA TODAY NETWORK

Miami Central’s Rueben Bain waits on
the sideline before the Class 5A state
championship game against Merritt
Island in December 2021 at DRV PNK
Stadium in Fort Lauderdale. JIM
RASSOL/PALM BEACH POST

NFL DRAFT
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Halifax Health’s Freestanding Emergency Rooms
provide quick access to board-certified physicians
and advanced diagnostic care, close to home. If more
specialized treatment is required, patients are smoothly
transferred to the area’s only Level II Trauma Center,
where UF Health specialists are prepared to deliver
expert, lifesaving care.

With the latest technology and a dedicated emergency
care team, our new emergency rooms offer 24/7 care
without the wait, featuring:

› Board-certified physicians
› Full-service lab
› Pediatric/family waiting area
› On-site X-ray/CT imaging
› Dedicated triage for faster service

EMERGENCY
CARE

NOWAIT

Convenient locations in
DAYTONA BEACH
& PORT ORANGE

Daytona Beach
577 Williamson Blvd.

Port Orange
6225 S. Williamson Blvd.

halifaxhealth.org

 & PORT ORANGE
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