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PRON THE PASTORS DESK

"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ
Jesus." - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

As we enter the month of November, our thoughts naturally turn toward Thanksgiving and the many
’ blessings God has placed in our lives. This is a wonderful time of year to reflect and give thanks, not only for

f’ the obvious blessings that are visible, but also for the everyday gifts we sometimes take for granted. The

L Bible reminds us in Psalm 107:1, "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever" What a

' beautiful reminder that our thankfulness should not be limited to one day or one season. God’s love

' endures forever, and so do His blessings. Yes, He “gives and takes away” (Job 1:21) as is His prerogative, but

~ His mercies, which are a special blessing, are also “new every morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23). God’s love

'\ and mercy are renewable resources; they never run out!

iV Even when life brings challenges, we can find reasons to be grateful. We can thank God for His unfailing

.~ love, His daily provision, His faithfulness through difficult times, and the promise that He will never leave us
nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). November also gives us an opportunity to think about the importance of
gratitude in our relationships with one another. A thankful heart is a generous heart. When we recognize how
much God has blessed us, we are encouraged to share those blessings with others. A kind word, a helping
hand, a visit, or a prayer can mean more than we realize.

As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables this month, let us remember those who may be lonely,
hurting, grieving, or facing difficult circumstances. May we be the hands and feet of Jesus, reaching out with
compassion and reminding others that they are loved. Love is one of the only things that by giving it away it
is not depleted; it is multiplied.

Gratitude, like love, is a choice. It's more than a sense of satisfaction when everything goes our way; it’s a
choice to recognize God’s goodness in the midst of the mundane, or even in the midst of difficulty. Most of
us don’t face the threat of immediate physical danger on a daily basis. The greater threat we face is apathy;
indifference; spiritual blindness. When life is routine, we tend to go on autopilot and slide into complacency
or boredom. Choosing gratitude on a normal day means pausing to notice the gifts we easily take for
granted. It is thanking God for a warm cup of coffee, a safe drive to work, a functioning body, or a quiet
evening. Doing so turns even the mundane into holy ground. You realize that a "boring" day is actually a day
packed with God's unseen protection and steady provision.

One of my favorite volume of books is called Every Moment Holy. It’s a collection of daily prayers and
liturgies for, well, every moment. I'd like to share an excerpt from one of those books titled “A Liturgy for
Domestic Days”:

“Meet me, O Lord, in the doing of the small, repetitive tasks, in the cleaning and ordering and maintenance
and stewardship of things - of dishes, of floors, of carpets and toilets and tubs, of scrubbing and sweeping
and dusting and laundering - that by such stewardship | might bring a greater order to my own life, and to
the lives of any | am given to serve, so that in those ordered spaces bright things might flourish: fellowship
and companionship, creativity and conversation, learning and laughter and enjoyment and health...O God,
grant that my heart might be ordered aright, knowing that all good service faithfully rendered is first a
service rendered unto You.” When we choose to be grateful, even in the mundane, we are cultivating a life of
worship.

| am especially thankful for our church family. | thank God for your faithfulness, your prayers, your
willingness to serve, and the love you show one another. It is a blessing to serve alongside you as we
continue to grow together in Christ. My prayer for each of you this November is that you will find a fresh
reason every day to give thanks. May gratitude fill your hearts, peace fill your homes, and God's love guide
your steps. Wishing you and your families a blessed and Happy Thanksgiving.

With love and gratitude,
Pastor Ben



NOVEMBER QUTREACH - JVEIS (RIFT (CARDS

N\ A JE WILL USE YOUR DONATIONS TO PURCHASE JNEIS GIFT CARDS WHICH WILL
" THEN BE AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY THAT ARE
"IN NEED. “THIS IS AN AREA WHERE WE HAVE SEEN AN INCREASE IN NEED THE
PAST FEW YEARS. “YOUR GENEROSITY IS APPRECIATED!

(GARE CARDS = NORMAN MAGARO

QUR NOVEMBER CARE CARDS WILL BE GOING TO NORMAN MAGARO.

HAVE CARDS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX OR YOU CAN USE YOUR OWN.

PLEASE SIGN WITH AN ENCOURAGING NOTE OR THOUGHTFUL MESSAGE AND
GIVE THEM TO THE OFFICE TO BE MAILED. “THANK “YoU!

(CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
DATE: NOVEMBER 8, 2026
“TIME & JQCATION: JMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY

“*PLEASE JOIN US FOR A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP & POTLUCK LUNCH AFTER THE
MEETING IN THE PARISH HALL™"

(CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

JT IS TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS TO ADORN OUR CHURCH THIS ﬂD‘UEHT
SEASON. [5ACH 6 2" POT WILL HAVE MULTIPLE BLOOMS AT THE COST OF
9 EACH. ORDER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX OR BY EMML

PLEASE RETUR@ FORM AND PAYMENT TO'GETHER TQ . 'HE;PFHE \ﬁ e G
A O R

"'\L,_ i ,L.



G"”NG Taee

PARISH [IFE IS COLELCTING DONATIONS FOR THE HATS. MITTENS/GLOVES,

WARMTH OF (JESUS THIS WINTER!

“TOUCH OF HEART \\( .\

QUFT “TAGS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER 2(TH AND WILL NEED TO

e

BE RETURNED HECEMBER 6TH FOR COLLECTION. PLEASE TAKE ONE OR

MORE!

OPERATION (CHRISTMAS (GHILD
SHOEBOXES

SHOEBOXES ARE AVAILABLE. COLLECTION DATE IS NOVEMBER |5™.

' |NFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR GIFT IDEAS AND GUIDELINES.

CHECK USING A PRE~ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (SEE OFFICE FOR

ENVELOPE). HO NOT PUT THE $]O IN THE SHOEBOX.



x MONTHLY BIBLE STUDIES

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A TIME OF FOOD, FELLOWSHIP.
?fj AND INSTRUCTION

“THE MENS SATURDAY
“THE [ADIES SATURDAY

&00AM BIBLE STUDY: NOVEMBER |4™

800AM BIBLE STUDY: NOVEMBER 7™
SEE POR “YOURSELVES

JENN[FER ROTHSC]—[[LD’S HE}WEN (EQUPPING OURSELVES WITH CONFIDENCE IN OUR
PERSONAL STUDY OF SCRIPTURE)

SILENT AUCTION

PLANS ARE IN THE WORKS FOR A SATURDAY LUNCHEON/SILENT AUCTION TO
BENEFIT THE SON [IGHT HOUSE. TO BE HELD IN JANUARY (WIH A SNOW DATE IN
PEBRUARY).

JVE ARE LOOKING FOR DONATIONS: SMALL HOUSEHOLD GOODS, JEWELRY,
DECORATIONS, COLLECTIBLES, CRAFTS ETC. PJEASE KEEP THE AUCTION IN MIND AS
YOU GO THROUGH YOUR PRE~ AND POST-HOLIDAY ITEMS. STAY TUNED FOR
EXCITING DETAILS.

(FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS. CONTACT KATHY HEILMAN
(KIHEILMAN@COMCASTNET OR 570-546-2126

SAVE THE DATE

(CHRISTMAS PAMILY PUN NIGHT: HECEMBER |3. 2026 @ 3PM

MORE DETAILS TO GOME






QUIZ FONE

“TRUE OR FALSE

|. MOSES SENT TWELVE SPIES INTO (GANAAN.

2.BECAUSE KORAH AND HIS MEN WERE REBELLIOUS, THE EARTH SWALLOWED THEM UP.

3.“THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL MOURNED #{ARON’S DEATH FOR FORTY DAYS.

4.°THE PROPHET BALAAM HAD A TALKING DONKEY.

5. PHINEHAS KILLED TWO PEOPLE AT THE SAME TIME WITH A SINGLE SPEAR.

6.AARON WAS ONE HUNDRED YEARS OLD WHEN HE DIED.

/.AAARON DIED ON MOUNT HOR.

8 JVHEN PAUL WAS IN “THESSALONICA, THE PHILIPPIANS SENT HELP TO HIM.

Q.SOLOMON COMPARED A LOVELY WOMEN WHO LACKS DISCRETION TO A JEWEL OF GOLD IN A SWINE'S

SNOUT.

|0.AACCORDING TO PROVERBS, THE BREAD OF DECEIT IS SWEET TO MAN.

||.“THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON WERE COPIED BY THE MEN OF HEZEKIAH. THE KING OF JUDAH.
|2.OPEN REBUKE IS BETTER THAN HIDDEN LOVE.

|3.“THERE ARE SIXTY-SIX BOOKS IN THE BIBLE.

|4. GENESIS HAS FIFTY CHAPTERS.

5. NOAH HAD A VISION OF (JESUS WALKING AMONG SEVEN GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS.

|6.“THE BOOK OF (RENESIS SAYS THAT THE DIVINE VOICE SOUNDS LIKE A WATERFALL.

|7.“THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION WERE LOCATED IN ASIA.

|8. N A VISION, JOHN WAS TOLD TO MEASURE THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM.

|9.ACCORDING TO REVELATION, THE BEAST WILL ASCECND OUT OF THE ABYSS AND SLAY THE TWO

WITNESSES.

20. N HEAVEN. MICHAEL AND HIS ANGELS FOUGHT AGAINST THE DRAGON.



MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL (GATECHISM
PART 6: “THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
HOW THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD SHOULD PRESENT IT SIMPLY TO THOSE UNDER HIS CARE.

J/HAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

ANSWER: |T IS THE TRUE BODY AND BLOOD OF OUR [QRD JESUS (CHRIST UNDER THE BREAD AND WINE. FOR US
CHRISTIANS TO EAT AND DRINK, ESTABLISHED BY (GHRIST.

JAVHERE IS THIS WRITTEN?
ANSWER: “THE HOLY EVANGELISTS MATTHEW (26:26-29). MARK (14:22-25). JUKE (22:14-23). AND ST. PAIL (]

CORINTHIANS [|:23-26) WRITE IN THIS WAY: “QUR JQRD JESUS (CHRIST ON THE NIGHT HE WAS BETRAYED. TOOK BREAD.
HE GAVE THANKS. BROKE IT. GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID: “TAKE THIS, EAT! “THIS IS MY BODY. WHICH IS GIVEN
FOR YOU. §)O THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME! [N THE SAME WAY AFTER SUPPER. HE TOOK THE CUP. HE GAVE THANKS,
GAVE IT TO THEM. AND SAID: “TAKE THIS AND DRINK FROM IT. ALL OF YOU! “THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY
BLOOD. WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR YOU FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. HO THIS, AS OFTEN AS YOU DRINK IT. IN
REMEMBRANCE OF ME!""

JVHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF SUCH EATING AND DRINKING?

ANSWER: “THIS IS SHOWN TO US IN THESE WORDS: “‘GIVEN AND POURED OUT FOR YOU FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS,”
MEANING THAT IN THE SACRAMENT FORGIVENESS OFSINS. LIFE AND SALVATION ARE GIVEN TO US THROUGH SUCH
WORDS. FOR, WHEREVER THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS, THERE IS ALSO LIFE AND SALVATION.

HOW CAN BODILY EATING AND DRINKING DO SUCH GREAT THINGS?
ANSWER: CERTAINLY, EATING AND DRINKING DO NOT DO IT, BUT RATHER THE WORDS THAT STAND THERE: “GIVEN AND

POURED OUT FOR YOU FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.” “THESE WRODS. JOINED TOGETHER WITH THE BODILY EATING
AND DRINKING. ARE THE CHEIF PART OF THE SACRAMENT. \\/HOEVER BELIEVES THESE VERY WORDS HAS WHAT THEY SAY.
JUST AS THEY SOUND: THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

JVHO, THEN, RECEIVES THIS SACRAMENT WORTHILY?

ANSWER: PASTING AND BODILY PREPARING ONESELF ARE TRULY A FINE OUTWARD DISCIPLINE. $UT SOMEONE IS RIGHTLY
AND TRULY PREPARED, WHO BELIEVES IN THESE WORDS: “GIVEN AND POURED OUT FOR YOU FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF
SINS.” BUT IF SOMEONE DOES NOT BELIEVE OR DOUBTS THESE WORDS. THEY ARE UNWORTHY AND UNPREPARED. F°OR

THE WORD “FOR YOU" DEMANDS NOTHING BUT BELIEVEING HEARTS.



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER 6 - RICK SARGINGER

.{vm

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 6 - JOHN HOUSER s ——
NOVEMBER 9 - JOHN OUGHERTY NOVEMBER 22. 2026
NOVEMBER |4 - KATHY HEILMAN
NOVEMBER 23 - (INNY (GRUVER
NOVEMBER 24 ~ SHIRLEY JJATSON HﬂPPf(}

NOVEMBER 27 - BECKY HOUSER T‘me

NOVEMBER 28 - GINDY MCARDLE
NOVEMBER 28 - AALIYAH JANDER ‘\

NOVEMBER #{NNIVERSARIES
NOVEMBER 06. 1982 - JOHN & [ ESLIE HOUSER

NOVEMBER [5. |980 = JOHN & PASTOR JANET HOUGHERTY

QUIZ FONE HANSWERS

|. TRUE (NUMBERS 131-16) II. “TRUE (PROVERBS 251)
2. “TRUE (NUMBERS 16:28-33) 2. “TRUE (PROVERBS 275)
3. FALSE (NUMBERS 20:27-29) 3. “TRUE

4. “TRUE (NUMBERS 22:2]-33) |4. “TRUE

5. “TRUE (NUMBERS 257-8) |5. PALSE (REVELATION [2)

6. PALSE (NUMBERS 33.39)
7. “TRUE (NUMBERS 33.39)
8. “TRUE (PHILIPPIANS 416)
Q. “TRUE (PROVERBS ]]:22)

10. “TRUE (PROVERBS 20117)

6. PALSE (REVELATION [15)
|7. TRUE (REVELATION |4)

8. “TRUE (REVELATION |[]-2)
9. “TRUE (REVELATION |[7)
20. TRUE (REVELATTION 27)

JETERANS DAY
NOVEMBER {};. 2026

“#\ DAY HEMMED IN PRAYER SELDOM UNRAVELS. PRAYER IS AN ATTITUDE OF DEPENDENCE ON (GOD ~ NOT
ONE'S SELF. HE PROMISED TO BE WITH US ALWAYS! ““THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE JQRD HAS MADE -
REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT"” (MATTHEW 28.20)
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