St. Andrew Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Ben Lander

201 S. Main Street
Muncy, PAT/756
570-546-3591
ofﬂce@smndrew\mhemnmuno/.org

Sunday Mornings

Worship @ 915 am
Coffee Time Before and After Services

Sunday School @ 10:30 am.
For all Ages

Communion: First Sunday of the Month
&
Spec’\a\ Sundays Jrhroughou’r the \ear
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“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” - Luke 18:14

| don’t typically listen to the radio when I’m in the car, or if | do it’s the local Christian station (WGRC).
However, this week our van needed some repairs so we got a rental car while it was in the shop. As | was
driving this rental van, a song | hadn’t heard before came on the radio (which was not tuned to the Christian
station). The song was called, Need a Favor by Jelly Roll. | was about to turn the station, when the lyrics of

the song caught me off guard. It said:
(D,

I only talk to God when | need a favor ‘" /1 ) 7, ﬁ A
And Il only pray when | ain’t got a prayer o |
So, who the h***am |, who the h***am | \ \ -

to expect a Savior, oh . N A
IfIonly talk to God when | need a favor? : “}
But God, I need a favor >

Without condoning the language used, | thought the message was interesting. My first thought was “this
secular song is more honest than some modern worship songs.” That is not intended as a formal critique or
rebuke of modern worship music, just an observation. It reminds me of the parable Jesus told in Luke
chapter 18 about the Pharisee and the Publican. Both men stood on the street corner praying to God, but
the Pharisee’s prayer was loaded with self-righteousness while the tax collector’s prayer was simple, honest
and contrite. He simply prayed, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” And who did God listen to? The tax
collector. Jesus said, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.”

Our prayers don’t need to be flowery or long-winded, they just need to be honest. A professor of mine
once recalled how on his commute to work in the mornings he would ask God for a good parking spot. On
the surface, this may seem like an inconsequential prayer, and maybe it is, but in his words, “if it’s important
enough for you to care about, it's important enough to talk to God about.” God desires our presence, not
our pretense. He wants to hear from us regularly, even in the mundane - especially in the mundane,
because it is those moments where authentic relationships are built.

Not only does God desire to hear from us, but He desires to speak to us as well. However, if our hearts
and ears are only open when we “need a favor,” then we will miss out on so much that God has to share with
us. My challenge to you (and myself) is to practice godly mindfulness - to increase our awareness of God’s
constant presence, from the mundane moments to the extraordinary ones. Take time to pray, but also take
time to listen. See how His goodness and mercy run through your life like a flowing stream of living water,
because “the Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him” (Lamentations 3:25).

Persisting in prayer with you and for you,
Pastor Ben
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Ronald MDonald May Care Cards

House Outtreach Our care cards this month will go
We are in need of your to Stan Lacatsas. We have cards
servicell On May 23rd available in the Narthex or you

2024, we will be providing can bring your own. Please sign
the residents of the them with an encouraging note
Ronald McDonald House or thoughtful message and give
in Danville with a delicious them to the office and we will
dinner. We are in need of mail them out for youl

food donations and
delivery. Please contact
Andrea Welch to sign-up!

| O\d \mmanue\ Annual Service
June 2nd at 230 pm

The public is invited to attend the Annual Old Immanuel Memorial Service,

as well as, a tour of the historic church. Light refreshments will be served

on the church lawn after the service. Pastor Ben Lander will be preaching
and Mre. Joy Barto will accompany the service on the church’s antique

pump organ.

Pleage note that the church does not have running water or electricity. For

more information, or to follow Old Immanuel more clogely, “Like” us on
Facebook!
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RADA Cuﬂer\/

The Women of St. Andrew are still selling RADA
Cutlery: Stainless Steel, Variety of Knives, Carving &
Granny Forks, Choppers,

Vegetable Peelers, Spatulas & Tomato Slicers
(tomato season is just around the corner).
Contact a member of the Women of St. Andrew or
Shirley Watson if interested. Thank youl
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MOTheY’S DQY Attention all guys, young and not so young!
Men' S Cho\r Come out and sings for our ladies on May 12th!
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A rehearsal will be held at 9am before service.

A
\

— ;
=g

_@
PR 5N

N
N

Let’s fill the choir loft!
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Vacation Bible School
| June 10th-14th from 6:30-8:00 PM

| St. Andrew Lutheran
Church invites you to:

VBS 2021

RECISTIER S _

Spring Grounds
Clean-Up

Calling all workers! Spring
Clean-Up and mulching will
take place on Saturday,
May 04, 2024 at 9 am. Please

bring tools (shovels,

wheelbarrows, rakes) to help!

Thank youl
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Lectors

MAY 05 - SHEILA MOREHART

Communion

Assistant
May 05 - Walt Gross

MAY 12 - ELLEN, EMILIE & RACHEL DETVVEILER
MAY 19 - ERIK HOUSER

MAY 26 - LARRY BARNARD
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May Ann'\versar\es

MAY 03,204 - ERIK & CHELSIE HOUSER
MAY 22,1998 - JOHN & CAM MYERS

MAY 24,1969 - TOM & DEE KNIGHT

MAY 24,1990 - STEVE & HIUARY HADDON

Ma\/ 12, 2024

May B‘\r*'hdays
MAY 02 - KEN SNYDER
MAY 06 - RYAN MOORE
MAY 08 - JM HOUSER

MAY 10 - JM STAHL

MAY 19 - DEE KNIGHT

7 MAY 20 - JULIAN MARREL
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May 27/, 2024
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MEMORIAL DAY
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