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SUNDAY MORNINGS

Worship Service @ 9:15 am

Sunday School @ 10:30 am

For All Ages

of every month

and special Sundays = W

throughout the year! d
Coffee Time Before & After

Services!




FROM THE PASTOR S DESK

“Do not judge, or you will be judged. For with the same judgment you pronounce, you will be
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” - Matthew 7:1-2

You've probably heard about the controversial sermon delivered on January 2ist at the Washington
National Cathedral by Bishop Mariann Budde. Many government officials were in attendance, including
President Trump, and Bishop Budde used the opportunity to issue a plea for social justice, particularly for the
LGBTQ+ community and undocumented individuals. Trump took offense and called for Budde's apology, and
her sermon has since gone viral.

While | am optimistic whenever the Christian sphere gains notice in the public eye, | am equally
hesitant. | am also extremely cautious when it comes to critiquing other preachers because of exactly what
Jesus says in Matthew 7:1-2 - that with the judgment | use, | too will be judged. This verse, however, is often
misunderstood. Jesus is not saying that we should never judge anyone or anything (that would be impossible;
we use our God-given judgment to navigate the world every single day). What He is saying is that we should
exercise extreme caution and discernment in the use of our judgment, lest we be guilty of leaving the
proverbial plank in our own eye whilst attempting to remove the speck from our brother's.

That being said, | will throw out my two cents for the sake of reflection. My first observation while
listening to Reverend Budde's sermon was that | did not disagree with the overall message of unity - we are
called to be peacemakers, that is true. The main issue, in my opinion, is that she failed to rightly divide the
Word of God. "Rightly dividing the Word of Truth” (2 Timothy 2:15) means to handle God's Word reverently,
to teach it correctly and without bias. It is impossible to rightly divide the Word of Truth when the Word of
Truth is never spoken. There was zero Scripture given in Reverend Budde's message, apart from two or three
passing references to the Sermon on the Mount (which, ironically, is also where the above Scripture is taken
from). Even then, the passing references were used in such a manner that displayed a clear bias. For
example, she addressed “"honoring the dignity of every human being,” (particularly LGBTQ+ and
undocumented individuals) but she failed to address the dignity of unborn human lives. This seems a very
convenient omission, especially given her broad appeal to the dignity of human life.

She also gave three foundations of unity: honoring human dignity, honesty and humility. She cautions
everyone to practice humility, or else run the risk of labeling ourselves "the good people” and everyone else
“the bad people." This again is something that | would agree with at face value. However, by revealing her
clear political bias, Reverend Budde flirted with violating her own principle and labeling anyone who disagrees
with her political views as "dangerous” or divisive (i.e. a bad person).

In regards to honesty, she said, “There is a lot working against the truth now, but when we know what is
true, it's incumbent upon us to speak the truth; even when - especially when - it costs us." | agree here as
well, and the unfortunate truth is that Rev. Budde had a prime opportunity to share the Truth of the gospel of
Jesus Christ with a large number of people in places of power and she opted to deliver a message other than
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

My intention here is not to condemn or divide, but to draw our attention back to Christ - the only
perfect Judge. If we desire to see true, lasting unity, then there is only one foundation we can turn to. As
virtuous as honor, honesty and humility are, they are as fallible as any other human effort. It is only the
gospel of Jesus Christ which has the power to save, transform and unite broken, sinful people.

I share these thoughts with you at the risk of opening myself up for judgment, but if | be judged for
proclaiming the gospel, then | gladly accept it. “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power
of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). May the overwhelming love and grace
of the gospel be the lens by which we live and move and have our being.

Your partner in the Gospel,

Pastor Ben



Monthly Bible Studies

If you've been thinking about starting the new year
ith a Bible study, consider joining a new men's or

omen's basic, once-a-month study with your friends
Fat St. Andrew. The women will be meeting February
Ist from 8-9am, continuing with “Matchless” The men

will meet February 11th from 8-9am, for a study on

®The Titus Ten.




We would like to thank Phil & Lindsey Noske for
joining us and blessing us with their talents, as
they shared special music with us in January!



Birthdays
February 04 - Julie Roller
February 09 - Kelly Merrifield
February 10 - Joy Barto
February 13 - Nancy Heivly
February 13 - Lukas Merrifield
February 15 - Michele Styer

February 17 - Grace Hogan

February 20 - Leslie Houser
February 25 - Spenser Gardner
February 27 - Gina Styer

Anniversaries
February 18, 1995 - Jim & Karen Krum
February 27, 1999 - Jack & Cindy McArdle



Greeters

February 02 - Need Greeter
February 09 - Luanne Libbey
February 16 - Larry & Sharon Barnard

February 23 - Troy & Ellen Detweiler

Communion Assistant

Dick Gruver

Altar Flower Delivery
Becky Hibschman

Sunday School Teachers
February 02 - Kay Myers
February 09 - Darlene Waldron

February 16 - No Sunday School
*Join us for Soup, Sandwiches & Sweets

February 23 - Luanne Libbey

Lectors
February 02 - Sheila Morehart
February 09 - Amy Brinser
February 16 - Michele Styer
February 23 - Larry Barnard

Acolytes
February 02 - Levi Lander

February 09 - Teagan Brinser

February 16 - Sam Haddon

February 23 - Gina Styer

If you cannot serve o'hw'your Sunday,

please try and get a replacement

and let the office know. If you're
unable to get a replacement, please
contact the office and we will take
care of it. Thank you!
570-546-3591

office@standrewlutheranchurch.org



