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STEP 4: THE BIBLE'S OWN STORY



Who wrote the Bible?

▪ As we've said, the Bible is the Word of God; even though it was 
penned by over 40 different human writers, there is one "Divine 
Author" via the inspiration of the Holy Spirit

▪ How can we know this?
▪ By the Bible's own testimony:

▪ Often the direct words of God are recorded in the Old Testament

▪ Exodus 8:1, Isaiah 30:15, etc.

▪ Jesus Himself believed the writings of the OT and quoted from them frequently

▪ Luke 4:16-21, John 14:23-24, Matthew 5:17-18, etc.

▪ The NT writers believed the writings of the OT were from God

▪ 2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 4:3, etc.



Should we trust the Bible for it's own authenticity?

▪ Short answer: Yes

▪ As the inspired Word of God, we can trust that it is true

▪ Long answer: Yes, but it's not merely a matter of "blind faith"

▪ Hebrews 11:1 - "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen."

▪ We have additional evidence outside of the Biblical record for Jesus' existence

▪ Fulfilled prophecy is a strong argument for the veracity of Scripture



Extra-biblical evidence of Jesus Christ

▪ Flavius Josephus, a Jewish historian, mentions Jesus in his writings, 
written around 93-94 A.D.

• "And so he convened the judges of the Sanhedrin, and brought 
before them the brother of Jesus, the one called Christ, whose 
name was James, and certain others, and accusing them of 
having transgressed the law delivered them up to be stoned." -
Josephus, Antiquities

• “At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus. And his 
conduct was good, and [he] was known to be virtuous. And many 
people from among the Jews and the other nations became his 
disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. And 
those who had become his disciples did not abandon his 
discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three 
days after his crucifixion and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was 
perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets have 
recounted wonders.” - Josephus, Testimonium Flavianum



Extra-biblical evidence of Jesus Christ

▪ Tacitus, a Roman senator and historian, also mentions Jesus in his 
writings around 116 A.D.

• "[N]either human effort nor the emperor’s generosity nor the 
placating of the gods ended the scandalous belief that the 
fire had been ordered [by Nero]. Therefore, to put down the 
rumor, Nero substituted as culprits and punished in the most 
unusual ways those hated for their shameful acts … whom 
the crowd called “Chrestians.” The founder of this name, 
Christ [Christus in Latin], had been executed in the reign of 
Tiberius by the procurator Pontius Pilate … Suppressed for a 
time, the deadly superstition erupted again not only in 
Judea, the origin of this evil, but also in the city [Rome], 
where all things horrible and shameful from everywhere 
come together and become popular" - Tacitus, Annals



Fulfilled Prophecy

▪ There are about 2,500 prophecies in the Bible, depending on how you 
count them. Roughly 2,000 have been fulfilled, and 500 are yet to be 
fulfilled. Of the 2,000 or so fulfilled prophecies many of them are 
Messianic – pertaining to Jesus.

▪ The probability that even one prophecy is fulfilled by coincidence is 
around 1 in 10 (conservatively). That means that the probability of all 
of these being fulfilled by coincidence is 1 in 102000 (or 1 in 10 with 
2,000 zeros at the end of it)

▪ It may have been possible for Jesus to "fake" a few prophecies, but it 
would be statistically impossible for one man to arrange and fulfill all 
of the Messianic prophecies.
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HOW WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN?



Writing Materials

▪ The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, usually on materials called 
papyrus or parchment.

▪ These materials have a limited shelf life, but can last for a very long 
time under the right conditions. Fortunately (or more likely 
providentially), the dry, arid climate of the Middle East helped to 
preserve some of the earliest copies of texts to this day.



Papyrus

▪ Papyrus is a plant that grows in the Nile River Valley in Egypt

▪ We get the word "paper" from the word "papyrus"

▪ Strips of the plant were overlapped and pressed together to make a single sheet, 
which could then be fused with other sheets to make one long sheet that was then 
rolled up and called a scroll.

▪ The longest scroll is over 100 feet in length



Parchment

▪ Papyrus was replaced by parchment around 200 BC due to its greater durability.

▪ The Greeks discovered a process by which they could take animal skins – usually 
sheep or goats - and stretch it very thin to make a suitable writing material.

▪ The best parchment was made from very young animals and was called vellum.

▪ Sheets of parchment were difficult to make into scrolls, so the Greeks bound them 
together side by side by sewing them. A collection of bound pages is called a 
codex. This is the precursor of what we know today as books.



Pen and Ink

▪ The earliest writing utensils were probably sharp pieces of bone or sticks used to 
scratch into clay or wax. Around the invention of writing materials like papyrus and 
parchment, the need arose for other writing utensils.

▪ Ink was created from soot and oil, and pens were created from sharpened reeds or 
feathers. Feather pens were called quills and were still used up until the 
late 1800s. The U.S. Declaration of Independence, for example, was written on 
parchment and signed with quill pens.



The Work of the Scribes

▪ Scribes were among the best educated men of their time. They were tasked with 
keeping public records, and some in ancient Israel had the important job of copying 
the Law (Torah). This was considered a sacred duty by the scribes and 
consequently, they were widely respected.

▪ Scribes were very skilled, but even the most skilled human will occasionally make 
mistakes.

▪ By the time the printing press was invented, Scripture had been copied and recopied 
by hand for thousands of years.

▪ Some scribes worked in places called scriptoriums, which had dozens of scribes 
sitting at a desk, copying texts all day.



The Work of the Scribes

▪ Around 500 A.D., a group called the Masoretes began copying all of the Old 
Testament manuscripts. They were meticulous in their approach, down to counting 
each letter to make sure their copy matched up exactly.

▪ The Masoretes also added dots and lines to the Hebrew text to signify vowels.

▪ When they encountered mistakes from earlier manuscripts, they corrected those as 
well.

▪ Thanks in large part to the Scribes and Masoretic copyists, we now have hundreds 
of preserved copies of Scripture with which we can compare to one another and 
prove their authenticity

▪ Though the original Scriptures are not preserved, the number of extant copies we 
have actually serve to validate the originals, not invalidate them.

▪ Bitcoin and cryptocurrency example



Dead Sea Scrolls

▪ Another group of scribes, called the Essenes, lived near the Dead Sea in a place 
called Qumran in southern Israel around the time of Jesus. The Essenes were 
a reclusive group dedicated to the preservation of Scripture.

▪ In 68 A.D., the Roman army marched across Israel, killing many Jews and destroying 
much of their culture. When the Essenes heard of this, they sealed their manuscripts 
into large jars of clay and hid them in caves near the Dead Sea.

▪ In 1947, a shepherd stumbled across one of these caves and discovered the Dead 
Sea scrolls, hidden there for 1900 years.

▪ Parts of almost the entire Old Testament were found in the caves, including the 
entire book of Isaiah.

▪ The Dead Sea Scrolls are the earliest copies of Scripture we have, and when 
compared to the Masoretic texts, they contain very few discrepancies.



The Work of Archaeologists

▪ Archaological evidence also validates the Biblical record and informs us about life in 
Biblical times.

▪ All across Israel, places called tells are scattered. Tells look like normal hills, but 
contain ruins of ancient cities.

▪ Nomadic tribes would settle near
a hill and over time the people 
would die off or move on. 
Eventually a new tribe would find
the hill and build their city on top 
of the old one.

▪ Tells also contain many artifacts
such as tools and pottery that
give us clues about the people
who lived there.



HOW DID "THE BOOKS" 
BECOME "THE BOOK"?



Canonization

▪ Canon: from the Greek word κανών, meaning "a rule; i.e. measuring rod"

▪ Κανών originally meant "measuring rod" but eventually came to be used to describe the standards 
and regulations of trades and business.

▪ Biblical Canon: "a list of books thought to be inspired by God"

▪ Canonizing: "the bringing together of such a list"

▪ Scriptural canon contains everything necessary for salvation

▪ Other types of "canon"
▪ Canon law: the rule of norms and practices for Church life such as Church discipline and liturgy



The Old Testament Canon

▪ The Torah, or Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) 
was written around 1400 BC and was (and still is) the most important section of 
Scripture for the Hebrews.

▪ The Torah is considered the Law of Moses, and its sacredness has never been in 
question.

▪ The Law was rediscovered by Hilkiah (2 Kings 22:8), the people were taught to obey the Law (2 
Chronicles 17:9), the measure of a good king was judged according to his adherence to the Law (2 
Kings 23:25), the Babylonian captivity was a direct result of Israel's disobedience to the Law (Daniel 
9:11)

▪ In fact, most of the Old Testament was considered sacred from the time it was 
written.

▪ The Torah sets up the expectation for other Divine writings. For example, God promised to raise up 
prophets after Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15). So naturally, almost all of the prophets were considered 
authoritative



The Old Testament Canon

▪ Only two books of the Old Testament do not explicitly mention God: Esther and 
Song of Solomon. Naturally, their canonicity has been disputed over this fact.

▪ However, closer historical and textual criticism reveals that God, albeit in an implied manner, is at 
work "behind the scenes" in these texts.

▪ The book of Malachi was written around 400 BC and was considered to be the close 
of the Old Testament Canon

▪ Around 90 AD, the Council of Jamnia was held and the 39 books of the Hebrew Old 
Testament were codified in the same arrangement that they exist today; beginning 
with Genesis and ending with Malachi.

▪ Some inter-testamental writings were included under a separate section called the 
Apocrypha, which means "hidden away." They do not hold the same authority as 
canonized Scripture.



The New Testament Canon

▪ In some ways, the NT canon is easier to examine because more information is 
known about each source.

▪ NT authors frequently wrote an entire book, signed their name and stated their 
credentials. (Romans 1:1 - "Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an Apostle, 
and set apart for the gospel of God.")

▪ When the Gospels and Epistles were written, they were circulated around the 
churches to be read by many. To facilitate this, scribes made many copies.

▪ The original copies have since been lost or destroyed, but the extant copies we have 
allow us to compare and verify each source.



The New Testament Canon

▪ The oldest known NT manuscript is the Codex Vaticanus, which we looked at in step 
3 when we examined the ending of Mark.

▪ Another important early manuscript is the Codex Sinaiticus, which was discovered in 
a monastery on Mount Sinai.

Codex Vaticanus Codex Sinaiticus



The New Testament Canon

▪ The Great Persecution

"It was the nineteenth year of Diocletian's reign [AD 
303] and the month Dystrus, called March by the 
Romans, and the festival of the Saviour's Passion was 
approaching, when an imperial decree was published 
everywhere, ordering the churches to be razed to the 
ground and the Scriptures destroyed by fire, and giving 
notice that those in places of honour would lose their 
places, and domestic staff, if they continued to profess 
Christianity, would be deprived of their liberty. Such was 
the first edict against us. Soon afterwards other decrees 
arrived in rapid succession, ordering that the presidents 
of the churches in every place should all be first 
committed to prison and then coerced by every possible 
means into offering sacrifice." - Eusebius, History of the 
Church

Eusebius of Caesarea

Emperor Diocletian



The New Testament Canon

▪ The "Great Persecution" gave rise to the need for the canonization of which New 
Testament writings would be preserved and considered Divinely Inspired

▪ In 397, the Council of Carthage codified the list as follows:

▪ "It was also determined that besides the Canonical Scriptures nothing be read in the 
Church under the title of divine Scriptures. The Canonical Scriptures are 
these: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua the son of 
Nun, Judges, Ruth, four books of Kings, two books of Paraleipomena, Job, the Psalter, 
five books of Solomon, the books of the twelve 
prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, Daniel, Tobit, Judith, Esther, two books of Esdras, 
two Books of the Maccabees. Of the New Testament: four books of the Gospels, one 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, thirteen Epistles of the Apostle Paul, one epistle of the 
same [writer] to the Hebrews, two Epistles of the Apostle Peter, three of John, one 
of James, one of Jude, one book of the Apocalypse of John. So let the church over the 
sea be consulted to confirm this canon. Let it also be allowed that the Passions of 
Martyrs be read when their festivals are kept." - Codex Canonum Ecclesiae Africanae
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▪ The "Great Persecution" gave rise to the need for the canonization of which New 
Testament writings would be preserved and considered Divinely Inspired

▪ In 397, the Council of Carthage codified the list as follows:

▪ "It was also determined that besides the Canonical Scriptures nothing be read in the 
Church under the title of divine Scriptures. The Canonical Scriptures are 
these: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua the son of 
Nun, Judges, Ruth, four books of Kings, two books of Paraleipomena, Job, the Psalter, 
five books of Solomon, the books of the twelve 
prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, Daniel, Tobit, Judith, Esther, two books of Esdras, 
two Books of the Maccabees. Of the New Testament: four books of the Gospels, one 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, thirteen Epistles of the Apostle Paul, one epistle of the 
same [writer] to the Hebrews, two Epistles of the Apostle Peter, three of John, one 
of James, one of Jude, one book of the Apocalypse of John. So let the church over the 
sea be consulted to confirm this canon. Let it also be allowed that the Passions of 
Martyrs be read when their festivals are kept." - Codex Canonum Ecclesiae Africanae

▪ Catholic and Orthodox churches use this canon; Protestants prefer the canon of the OT 
from the Council of Jamnia and add the NT canon from the Council of Carthage



HOW DID THE BIBLE GET 
INTO OTHER LANGUAGES?



Hellenism

▪ Hellenism: The spread of Greek culture, religion and language over groups of people 
conquered by the Greeks and Romans.

▪ Thanks to conquerors such as Alexander the Great in the 4th century BC, Greek 
culture was widespread in the Biblical world. The Ptolemaic Dynasty in Egypt and 
the Seleucid Empire in western Asia (both of which were Hellenized states) had 
conquered and occupied Judea and Palestine by the second century BC.

▪ As a result of this occupation, Greek culture had already infiltrated Jewish culture for 
200 years by the time Jesus came to earth.

▪ Jews in the diaspora (those who had moved away from Israel) learned to speak 
Greek, and some even forgot how to read Hebrew. This led to the desire for the 
Hebrew Scriptures to be translated to Greek.



The Septuagint

▪ Septuagint (LXX): the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament

▪ Ptolemy II Philadelphus (285-247 BC), the Pharaoh of Egypt and head of the 
Ptolemaic Empire at the time, gathered 70 scholars with the task of creating a 
complete Greek translation of the Old Testament. The name "Septuagint" comes 
from the word for "seventy," after these scholars.

▪ A result of translating from Hebrew to Greek was that the Greek translation was much 
longer because there are no vowels in Hebrew. Some of the longer books now 
required two scrolls, which explains how we got I and II Kings, I and II Samuel, and I 
and II Chronicles.

▪ The Septuagint was widely used by Greek-speaking Jews and probably was the book 
used by the New Testament authors.



The Latin Vulgate

▪ Many years passed and with the Romans now conquering and occupying much of the 
Mediterranean world, Latin was the preferred language of the people.

• In 382 AD, Pope Damasus commissioned Jerome of Stridon to 
revise the Gospels from the Vetus Latina, which was the Latin 
translation of the Gospels and several other books of the Bible. 
Jerome took it upon himself to not only revise the 
Gospel translations, but to translate the rest of the Bible into Latin 
as well. Jerome's translations took 15 years and were directly 
translated from Greek and Hebrew sources rather than the Vetus 
Latina.

• After Jerome's death, the Latin Vulgate, as it was called, became 
the official Latin Bible of the Church. It was used for centuries.



The Dark Ages

▪ From roughly 500 AD to 1500 AD, Europe was under a state of constant conflict. As 
a result, education became a luxury that very few people could afford. This period 
of nearly 1,000 years became known as the Dark Ages.

▪ Despite the suppression of literacy during this time, groups of people called Monks 
dedicated themselves to the preservation of Scripture and serving God. Some lived 
in seclusion in monasteries where all they did was copy Scripture. They even began 
illustrating these copies of Scripture with beautiful designs and images. These 
"bright spots" in the middle of the dark ages were called "illuminated 
manuscripts."



Early English Paraphrases

▪ It would still be a long time before the Bible would be fully translated into English. 
However, some monks began to paraphrase the stories of the Bible into their 
common language, English.

▪ In the 600s, a monk named Caedmon made one of the first English paraphrases out 
of embarrassment. He was not as talented as the other monks in his monastery 
and could not read Latin. The story goes that one night he was so embarrassed 
that he couldn't sing that he ran to the stables to hide. While there, the Lord spoke 
to Caedmon and told him to sing Him a song about the beginning of things. 
Caedmon sang for the Lord and the next morning shared it with the other monks. 
They were amazed and began translating Bible stories from Latin to English for 
Caedmon, who immediately would paraphrase it, sometimes accompanied by music. 
This was a wonderful way that the Word of God could be enjoyed by the people in a 
way that was easy for them to understand.



Church Control and Politics

▪ During this time, the Roman Catholic Church became very powerful and influential 
throughout Europe. With high rates of illiteracy, owning a Bible became something 
that only church leaders and wealthy people could do.

▪ This led to a sort of "ecclesial aristocracy" where wealthy people sought positions of 
authority in the Church, and in some instances even bought or bribed their way in.

▪ "The State, though trying to regiment everything, was not able to prevent or suppress the 
competition of the Church. A man could in fact escape from the authority of the State if he 
embraced the Church. If he liked power he would soon discover that there was more power to be 
found in the Church than in the State.” - Arnaldo Momigliano

▪ Eventually, the Bible was branded "too sacred for the common man" and the Church 
leaders did everything in their power to make the laity dependent upon them. For 
example, the Bible was only read in Latin and the people had to depend on Church 
leaders to translate and interpret it for them.



John Wycliffe

▪ In the 1300s, an English theologian, scholar and priest by the name of John Wycliffe 
saw the corruption of the Church and began to speak out against it.

▪ In the 1370s, Wycliffe wrote three works: On Divine Dominion, which challenged the 
legitimacy of the Papacy, On Civil Dominion, which challenged the Church's political 
authority, and On the Truth of Sacred Scripture, which argued for the authority of 
Scripture above the Church's authority. These works paved the way for the 
beginnings of the Protestant Reformation.

▪ In his third work, Wycliffe called for the translation of the Bible into English so that 
"Christian men [could] study the Gospel in that tongue which they know best." And 
that is exactly what Wycliffe did. His English translation, called the Wycliffe Bible, 
was circulated throughout Europe.

▪ Church leaders hated Wycliffe for challenging their authority, so they made it illegal 
for any of Wycliffe's publications to be owned or copied, under penalty of 
death.



The Printing Press

▪ Until now, all copying of texts and manuscripts had to be done by hand through a 
very slow and expensive process. Even the most skilled scribes took four to five 
months to copy a single 200-page text.

▪ Johann Gutenberg, a man from Strassburg, Germany, observed the painstaking 
copying process and knew there had to be a better way. He began to make metal 
letters from a mold, which could then be arranged to any configuration he needed, 
dipped in ink and stamped to a page. This invention was called "movable type."

▪ In 1450, Guttenberg began printing copies of the world's first book, which was an 
edition of the Latin Vulgate Bible called the Gutenberg Bible.

▪ After 5 years, Gutenberg had produced 200 copies – 35 of which were printed 
on vellum and 165 of which were printed on paper. He invested over $500 on this 
project, which at that time was his entire life's savings.



Martin Luther

▪ About 100 years after Wycliffe came Martin Luther. Luther was a German priest, 
scholar and monk who saw much of the same corruption in the Church as Wycliffe. 
He came to reject several teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, particularly the 
practice of indulgences, whereby someone could effectively buy their way out of 
purgatory. Another major error Luther saw in the Church was the doctrine of 
justification.

▪ On October 31, 1517, Luther wrote 95 theses and nailed them to the church door in 
Wittenberg. These were seen by Luther as a scholarly objection, not intending to 
cause a schism in the Church.

▪ Luther was called to a hearing at the Diet of Worms, a counsel held in the hopes he 
would recant his position, but he refused. As a result, he was excommunicated.

▪ Luther went into hiding at Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, where he translated the 
Bible into German.

▪ Luther made use of the new printing press to disseminate his translation of the 
Bible to all people, fanning the flames of the Protestant Reformation



William Tyndale

▪ Inspired by Martin Luther's German translations of the Bible, an English scholar 
named William Tyndale decided to translate and print the Bible in English.

▪ As he was studying a copy of the Greek New Testament, Tyndale was convicted that 
it was the Word of God. He went to the leaders of the Church, who dismissed him by 
saying, "We had better be without God's laws than the Pope's." In reaction, Tyndale 
said, "If God will spare me, I will one day make the boy that drives the plow in 
England to know more of Scripture than the Pope himself."

▪ Working in secret in Germany, Tyndale translated the New Testament 
into English and had it printed. Just as it was nearing completion, a priest found out 
and alerted the bishop, who sent officers to arrest Tyndale.

▪ Escaping the officers, Tyndale fled to another town and finished the job there. 3,000 
English copies of the NT were made and Tyndale went to work smuggling them into 
England.

▪ In 1535, Tyndale was arrested and in 1536 he was tried and burned at the stake.



Miles Coverdale

▪ A contemporary of William Tyndale, Miles Coverdale used Tyndale's translation of 
the New Testament (as well as Tyndale's translation of the Pentateuch and Jonah) as 
source material for his own translation of the whole Bible into English. Coverdale's 
version, the Coverdale Bible, was the first whole Bible printed in English and was 
completed in 1535, the same year Tyndale went to prison.

▪ Because Coverdale was not proficient in Hebrew or Greek, he relied on "five soundry 
interpreters" in Latin, English and German in addition to Tyndale's work.

▪ Coverdale's Bible was a diglot (dual-language) Bible that contained a side-by-side 
comparison of the Latin Vulgate and his English translation.

▪ Up until its revision in 1979, Miles Coverdale's translation of the Psalter was used in 
the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer.



The Legal Battle of the Bible

▪ After William Tyndale's imprisonment, John Rogers took up his work of translating 
the Bible, and was eventually arrested and burned at the stake also.

▪ King Henry VII made a decree that it was illegal for anyone to own or even 
read something with Tyndale's name on it.

▪ Gradually, public perception changed and King Henry VIII liked the Coverdale Bible 
so much that he ordered one large Bible should be placed in every church across 
England. Coverdale's second Bible, also known as the "Great Bible", was so called 
that because it was printed on 11"x16.5" pages.

▪ King Edward VI had a short reign as king, but during that time he tried to make the 
Bible as accessible to people as possible.

▪ Queen Mary, also known as "Bloody Mary", was a strict Catholic and tried to silence 
anything that went against the Roman Catholic Church. She executed hundreds of 
people for speaking out against the Catholicism.



The Geneva Bible

▪ Miles Coverdale eventually escaped to Geneva, Switzerland, where he worked on the 
completion of another Bible. Upon its completion in 1560, the Geneva Bible was 
the first complete English translation to be broken down into chapters and verses.

▪ The Geneva Bible increased in popularity across England and Scotland, and was the 
primary Bible used by the pilgrims and first American colonists.



The King James Bible

▪ In January 1604, King James I held a Church summit at Hampton Court near 
London. One order of business was to discuss the need for an updated translation 
of the Bible.

▪ King James chose 47 of the best Bible scholars and divided them into 6 panels, 
each tasked with the translation of a certain part of the Bible (3 for the OT, 2 for the 
NT and 1 for the Apocrypha).

▪ The scholars used other translations such as the Tyndale Bible, Geneva Bible, 
the Coverdale Bible, Great Bible, and the Bishop's Bible, in addition to some Hebrew 
and Greek manuscripts. After each panel finished translating, they would meet 
together and read each translation, word by word. If anyone had any changes to 
make, they would work it out together. The first draft of the King James Bible was 
printed in 1611.

▪ The KJV was revised again in 1739, and that is the version we still use today.



Newer Versions

▪ Between 1611 and 1881, there were many different translations made by individuals 
or small groups.

▪ In 1885, the Revised Version of the Bible was published. This version translated 
primarily from original Greek and Hebrew manuscripts, and not from earlier 
translations. It was released in America in 1901 as the American Standard Version.

▪ In 1952, the Revised Standard Version was published. The major update was 
that the text was easier to read and understand than the KJV or ASV. Also, it 
arranged the text into paragraphs.

▪ The Living Bible and The Message are examples of a paraphrases, not translations. 
The writers do not translate from the original Hebrew or Greek, but rather borrow 
from other English translations and paraphrase the wording into modern speech, 
using common terms and expressions.



A quick Comparison



Which Version is "Right"?

The one you will read!



Continuing the Call

▪ "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
- Acts 1:8

▪ "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
- Matthew 28:19-20

▪ Many organizations such as the American Bible Society and the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators still work diligently today to fulfill the Great Commission by making the 
Bible accessible to people of every nation and language.


