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STEP 5: BIBLE STUDY HELPS



Why use study aids?

▪ What's the difference between reading the Bible and studying the 
Bible?
▪ You take notes when you study something

▪ Your mind is more focused

▪ You engage with the text

▪ You ask questions of the text: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

▪ Bible study aids are very useful in helping us understand God's word 
deeper and apply it to our lives
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Types of Bible Study Aids

▪ Concordances

▪ Marginal References

▪ Bible Atlases

▪ Footnotes

▪ Page Headings

▪ Chapter Headings

▪ Commentaries
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▪ Dictionaries of Bible Terms

▪ Harmonies of the Gospels

▪ Chronologies

▪ Genealogies

▪ Outlines and Summaries of 
Books

▪ Pictures and Diagrams



Concordances

▪ What is a concordance?

▪ A concordance is a type of reference (something you refer to) for 
certain information; similar to a dictionary, encyclopedia or directory

▪ A Biblical concordance is "an alphabetical list of the words (especially 
the important ones) present in a text, usually with citations of the 
passages in which they are found"

▪ Some study Bibles contain concordances (usually at the front or back 
of the Bible), or a concordance can be an entire book by itself.
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What are the uses of a Concordance?

▪ Finding where certain verses of Scripture are located in the Bible

▪ Looking up verses about specific topics (I.e. "love", "Spirit", etc.)

▪ Some concordances give definitions of words

▪ Some concordances give brief biographies of Bible characters

▪ Some concordances give pronunciation guides for names
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How is a Concordance arranged?

▪ If a Bible has a concordance, it is usually in the back

▪ A word or term contained in a concordance is called an entry

▪ Entries are listed in alphabetical order

▪ Each entry is followed by a list of Bible verses containing that term
▪ The whole verse is not written out, only the line containing the term

▪ This is called the verse line
▪ Most concordances only give the first letter of the term in the verse line

▪ Abbreviated Scripture references come before or after the verse line

▪ If the entry is a verb, sometimes all of the verb forms are listed; if it is 
a noun, the plural form is sometimes included
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Concordance Breakdown
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How do you find a certain verse?

▪ Decide which words in the verse are the key words; those which are 
most important

▪ Look up one of the key words in a concordance. When you find that 
entry, read through the list of verse lines to find the verse you're 
looking for.

▪ Note the Scripture reference to the right or left of the verse and look it 
up in the Bible. If it's not the right verse, try again or look up a 
different key word

▪ Some words appear too often in the Bible for a concordance to give 
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Marginal References

▪ These are references to related verses or passages written in the 
margins of a text

▪ Sometimes called:
▪ Marginal References

▪ Column References

▪ Chain References

▪ Cross References
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How do marginal references help?

▪ Marginal references allow us to cross-reference related subjects. For 
example, if you are studying what the Bible says about love, maybe 
you went to John 3:16 and found a marginal reference that directs 
you to other passages about love.

▪ Often the NT quotes directly from the OT or makes a reference to an 
OT person or event. Marginal references help us to look up those 
stories and see the full context that the NT author is drawing out.
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Bible Dictionaries
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Bible Outlines/ Summaries
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Synopsis/ Harmonies of the Gospels
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