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“I thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 1:3-6

In the verses above, Paul addresses the congregation of Philippi with a warm greeting, stating His thankfulness
for their partnership in the gospel and his confidence of God’s faithfulness to complete the work which He began in
them. | love this passage because it reminds me that God is the one who does the work, and we are His partners in
the gospel. We are the “jars of clay” which God has seen fit to hide the treasure of the gospel in, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us (2 Corinthians 4:7) . Moreover, God is faithful to complete the work
He begins, which is cause for us to be thankful not only for what He has done, but for what He will do.

We can be thankful for God’s love which has brought us through so much already; and we know that because His
love is faithful, enduring and steadfast that He will be with us no matter what’s to come. 1 Corinthians 13:13 says,
“and now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” Love is what makes the future
worth fighting for. Love that endures, love that is lasting and eternal — that's what gives us hope for what’s to come.
That no matter what God’s plan is for my life or my family’s life, or for the life of St. Andrew Lutheran Church, He has
formed that plan in love. God says in Jeremiah 29:11 that “He knows the plans He has for you, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

You see, the way we think about the future becomes our motivation for today. If you believe that God is actively
working in your life to bring about His divine purpose, then that will motivate you to discover and come alongside of
that purpose. But, if you don’t believe that God has a plan or a purpose for you, then what are you left with? You’re
left trying to figure it out on your own, which leads to a great deal of uncertainty and fear. Fear will stunt our
spiritual growth and paralyze our ability to act on God’s Word. Love, on the other hand, drives away our fears and
gives us courage to face what tomorrow may bring. 1 John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear. The one who fears has not been perfected in love.” Is your future built on a foundation of fear, or love? It
all depends on what you set your mind on.

As we approach the upcoming election, | understand that there is a great deal of uncertainty and even a bit of
anxiety over what’s to come. But one thing will always remain: God who began a good work in you is faithful. The
question is, will you cooperate with His work? No matter the outcome of the election, will we commit to loving our
neighbors like Christ would have us do? Will we commit to partnership in sharing the gospel with them? Will we
commit to being the change we want to see in the world? What’s to come in the next year? Four years? Hundred
years? Only God can rightly say. But, abide in His love and | promise you it will exceed anything that human efforts
alone could conjure up. Of course, that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t plan ahead. It’s important to plan for the
future, and | believe the Holy Spirit does work in partnership with people who consult Him. But in our lives, our
plans should be aimed more at what God will say when we arrive than what man will say when we depart.

Jesus is the key; He is the reason that we can look to the future with gratitude and hope. Because of His sacrifice
for our sins, we no longer have to fear death or judgment. Because of Jesus, we are now free to step into tomorrow
with His peace in our hearts. Jesus says in Revelation 3:20, “Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
My voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” The image here is that
Jesus stands in the liminal space - the threshold between what was and what is to come. And He invites us to open
the door and step into what God has called us toward. We don’t need to fear, because He’s already there. Will you
open the door?

As we celebrate the closing of one more year in the life of the church and look ahead to another, let’s commit to
being thankful for God’s working in our lives. Let’s press on toward the prize, overcome new challenges, reach new
heights of love and service and outreach, let’s not be afraid to dream big. Let’s give thanks for what’s to come,
because God is working all things for the good of those who love Him. If we have Christ, we have all that we need to
succeed because with God anything is possible.

Thankful for what’s to come,

Pastor Ben
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@ Novembey outreach - Weig Cards : ‘

we will use your donations Yo purchase weis 6ift

Gavds which Will Yhen be available for members of our
chuych and community that are in nheed. Your

geneyosity is appreciated!

Nouembeyry Gare Gards
OuY Novembey Gare Cavds will be going +o mayy Lov
ftousenecht and ken Snydey. We have cards available in the
NartheX oY you cah vuse youy own. Please sigh ah encouvvraging
note or thoughtful message and give them Yo the office to
be mailed. Thank you!

Gongvregational meeting

Date: Novembey 10+h
(Immediately affer service)

Location: Sanctuary
**Theve will be a Yime of fellowship &
lunch after the meeting in the Parish
Hall**

Opera—\-ion OhYigstmasg OGhild
CGOLLECTION DATE: Novembey 13+h

: : Y
ShoeboXxes and |hf0fma+|on avye &)

available. Please contact the office

if you wovuld like +o make a donation

to cover shippingl/processing costs or

ave unable Yo shop but wovuld like to
sponsoy a box.



Touch of tteart
6ift Yags will be available on November
24th and will need o be returned by
December 15+h for collection. Please take

onhne oY moyYe.

Joe & Wwaly gsreakfast
NOVEMBER 13++h @ 8am
¥rench Toast, ttam, Scrambled Eg9gs &
Toast
Please sigh-up so we know how many to
prepare for. Thank yoo)

Ohrigtmas Poingettias
I+’S Yime Yo ordey Poingettriag Yo adorn
ovuY chuych +hig Aduvent Season. each 6

Sl /2" pot will have multiple blooms at the

cost of $a4 each (payment is dve with
youY ovder). order forms are available
in the Narthex beginning November
10th oy by email vpon request.

SAVE THte DATE: DeEebeEMBER 1S
oGhristian education & Parish Life are
planning a Family Tun Day!
Children’s cames
Gookie Avuction
Light Supper
Christmas Gavoling
Gookies & ttot Gocoa ¢ . v

~ watch for more Information!




All Saints Day -

We Wwill be remembering the loved ones
that have gone before us on Sunday,
Novembey 3rd during our movrhing
sevvice. If you have a loved one that
has passed between November 1, 2023 &
Octobey 31, 2024 that you wovuld like Yo

be remembered, please send their hame

along with a2 photo to our email:

office@standrewluvtheranmuncy.org, or
drop it off ¥o the office by
Novembey 1, 2024.

Ohristmas Gookie Plates
The Women of 8+. Andrew will be (éQS &N

putting Yogether cookie & candy [

plates for our shut-ins in ‘
December (Date TRD-see bulletin
for details).

All donations are welcome.

wayrm Accessories Tree
Pavish Life Committee will be collecting hats, gloves,
mittens, scarves & socks on Novembery 24+th, December
13t & 8th, Yo be donated +o the Son Light touse for
distribution. Please help decorate oury warm
accessories Ohyistmas frees!



Anniveyrsaries

Novembery 6, 1982 - Johh & Leslie ttouser
Novembey 1§, 1980 - Johnh & Janet Doughervty

Novembery 13, 1962 - will & Loig Wevrtman
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Birthdays
Nouvembey 06 - Rick Sargingey
NoVembey 06 - John ttouser
Novembey 09 - Johh Dougherty

Novembery 14 - kathy tteilman

‘ Novembey 23 - 6inn\1 oYyuvvey
J Novembeyry 24 - Shirley watson
Novembey 23 - Becky Houser
Novembey 28 - Gindy mcArdle

November 28 - Aliyah Lander



SeyVvice Volunteers

Sund.a\, School Teachers

NoVembey 03-¥aren ¥yum

Novem\oer 10-Dayvlene waldyon \HAPP}’

Nouvuembery 13F-Kay Myers

a
Nouvembery 24-Luanne lebe\f G'":NG

oVembey 28, 2024

6bryeetey

Novembey 03-Linda Moyey

NoUembey 10-Joe & Shayon Gardinale

Nouvembery 13F-Lavyy & Shavon Barnayd

Nouvembeyry 24-Tom & Dee ¥high+t

Alfary Flower Delivery

t’ci\ia\r\{ ttaddon

Nouembey 24, 2024

Novembey 11, 2024



SeyVvice Volunteers

Gommunion Assistant

Novembey 03 - Ka—\-h\{ tfeilman

Lectoy
Novembery 03-Sheila morehart
Novembey 10-Baryyon Z2immers
November 13-Kay myers

Novembey 24-Lavry Bavrnayd

NoUembey 03-Sam ftaddon

NoVembey 10-6ina s+\,e\r

Novembey 13-Lila Styer

Nouvembey 24-Levi Landey

If you cannot serve on your Sunday please try
and get a replacement and let the office know:
S30-546-3591. If you’vre vnhable to, please call

and we will +ake care of it. Thank you!




