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When plunder becomes a
way of life for a group of
men living together in
society, they create for

themselves, in the course
of time, a legal system that
authorizes it and a moral
code that glorifies it
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The Book and Author

The Law, first published as a pamphlet in June, 1850, is
already more than a hundred years old. And because its
truths are eternal, it will still be read when another
century has passed. Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850) was a
French economist, statesman, and author. He did most of
his writing during the years just before — and
immediately following — the Revolution of February
1848. This was the period when France was rapidly
turning to complete socialism.

As a Deputy to the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Bastiat was
studying and explaining each socialist fallacy as it
appeared. And he explained how socialism must
inevitably degenerate into communism. But most of his
countrymen chose to ignore his logic. The Law is here
presented again because the same situation exists in
America today as in the France of 1848.

The same socialist-communist ideas and plans that were
then adopted in France are now sweeping America. The
explanations and arguments then advanced against
socialism by Mr. Bastiat are — word for word — equally
valid today. His ideas deserve a serious hearing.




The Law

The law perverted! And the police
powers of the state perverted along with
it! The law, I say, not only turned from
its proper purpose but made to follow
an entirely contrary purpose! The law
become the weapon of every kind of
oreed! Instead of checking crime, the
law itself guilty of the evils it is
supposed to punish!

If this is true, it is a serious fact, and
moral duty requires me to call the
attention of my fellow-citizens to it.

ANNOTATED EDITION



Life Is a Gift from Go

We hold from God t

s. This gift is life —
ife.

'life has entrusted us
and perfecting it. In
us with a collection of
of a variety of natural
se natural resources
rocess is necessary in
ourse.

But life cannot maint
with the responsibi
order that we may acc
marvelous faculties. A
resources. By the ap
we convert them into
order t

viduality, liberty,

g of artful political

n legislation, and are
st because men have
liberty, and property
s in the first place.

Life, faculties, prc
property — this is 1
leaders, these three g
superior to it. Life, 1
made laws. On the co
existed beforehan



What Is Law?

What, then, is law? It

f the individual right

end his person, his
requirements of life,
y dependent upon the
ties but the extension
extension of our

sven by force — his

s that a group of men
orce to protect these
ight — its reason for
S basedion indivit ht. And the common
1 ] 1C ally have any other
acts as a substitute.
against the person,
common force — for
)y the person, liberty,

ps.

Each of us has a nature
liberty, and his property.
and the preservation
preservation of the ot
of our individuali
faculties? If every j
person, his liberty, a
have the right to org
rights constantly. T
existing, its lawfulne
force that protects t O]
purpose or any othe
Thus, since an indi
liberty, or property
the same reason — ca
or



What Is Law?

Such a perversio
premise. Force has bee:
Who will dare to say [t
rights of our brothers
use force to destroy
the same principle al

than the orga

S, contrary to our
own individual rights.

to destroy the equal
parately can lawfully
logically follow that
that is nothing more
idual forces?

n this: The law is the
is the substitution of
on force is to do only
right to do: to protect
ight of each, and to

If this is true, then n
organization of the ns
a common force for 1
what the individual fc

persons, liberties, a



A Just and Enduring

If a nation were fou
prevail among the peo
that such a nation wou
limited, nonoppres:

W

e that order would
>~
1n deed. It seems to me

Under such an adzx
possessed all the
existence. No one wc
that his person was
labor were protected
not have to than
unsuccessful, we
misfortune than woulc
The state would be fe

nderstand that he
yonsibilities of his
pvernment, provided
and the fruits of his
successful, we would
conversely, when

o the state for our
ecause of hail or frost.
gs of safety provided



A Just and Enduring

ention of the state in
s would develop
oor families seeking
ould not see cities
ral districts at the
acements of capital,
ative decisions.

It can be further stated
private affairs, o
themselves in a logic
literary instructio
populated at the e
expense of cities. W
labor, and pop

d precarious by these
ose acts burden the
)ilities.

The sources of our ex
state-created displs
gover



The Complete P

But, unfortunately, la
And when it has exceec
in some inconsequential
than this; it has acted
been used to destroy
the justice that it we
rights which its re
collective force at t
risk, to exploit the pex
plunder into a right
lawful defense i

D its proper functions.
s not done so merely
law has gone further
purpose. The law has
pplied to annihilating
iting and destroying
law has placed the

s who wish, without
hers. It has converted
nd it has converted
lawful defense.

How has this perve hed? And what have

The law has been p

o entirely different
causes: stupid gree

s speak of the first.



A Fatal Tendency

101N aspirations among all
e of his faculties and

| progress would be
ling.

Self-preservation and|se
people. And if everya
the free dispositio
ceas

among people. When
they can, they wish tc se of others. This is no
rash accusation. Nor d uncharitable spirit.
The annals of histor 1 ; : the incessant wars,
mass migrations, reli ions, u | lavery, dishonesty in
commerce, and mo O/?{ Ehis fatal desi &yo s origin in the very
nature of man — in t suppressible instinct
that impels him t ast possible pain.

But there is also ana



Property and Pl

abor; by the ceaseless
S process is the origin

Man can live and satis
application of his fac

wants by seizing and
)rocess is the origin of

But it is also true that
consuming the produc

and since labor is
plunder whenever

e clearly. And under
ty can stop it.

Now since man is né
pain in itself — it
plunder is easier tha
these conditic

When, then, does plu mes more painful and

It is evident, then, ths
collective force to stc
All the measures of t

o use the power of its
r instead of to work.
and punish plunder.



Property and Pl

But, generally, the law:
law cannot operate 'w:
force, this force

support of a dominating
D make the laws.

ts in the heart of man
pxplains the almost
nderstand how law,

e weapon of injustice.
aoislator to destroy in
ersonal independence
perty by plunder. This
aw, and in proportion

This fact, combined
to satisfy his wants
universal perversio
instead of checking i1
It is easy to understa
varying degrees amo
by slavery, their libert
is done for the benefit



Victims of Lawfu

ey are victims. Thus,
hose who make the
or — by peaceful or
prding to their degree
)se one of two entirely
itical power: Either
wish to share in it.

Men naturally rebel ¢
when plunder is org
law, all the plunde
revolutionary means
of enlightenment, thes
different purposes
they may wish to s



Victims of Lawful

Is among the mass
the power to make
der upon the many, a
he making of law is
the making of law

e their conflicting

Woe to the nation 1
victims of lawful plg
laws! Until that happens
common practice wl
limited to a few perx
becomes universa

interests by universa &) t the injustices found
in society, they mak justice e yon as the plundered
classes gain politica they es h of reprisals against
other classes. They bolish legal pl his objective would
demand more enliglk t than't POS stead, they emulate

their evil predecesso tici in thi plunder, even though

o
A

appears, for everyone
ss, and some for their

It is as if it were nece
to suffer a cruel retri



The Results of Leg

It is impossible to in | r change and a greater
evil than this: the convi e la g;o trument of plunder.
ould require volumes
with pointing out the

What are the conseque
to describe them all.

In the first place, it ance the distinction

a certain degree. The
espectable. When law
e cruel alternative of
r the law. These two
icult for a person to

No society can exist
safest way to make la
and morality contrad
either losing his mo
evils are of equal co



The Results of Leg

uch the case that, in
he same thing. There
ything lawful is also
ny persons have
akes them so. Thus,
any consciences, it is
Slavery, restrictions,
ho profit from them
) them.

The nature of law is
the minds of the peop
is in all of us a stron
legitimate. This
erroneously held tha
in order to make plun
only necessary for th
and monopoly find de
but als



The Fate of Non-C

If you suggest a dou o':-

> institutions, it is boldly
said that “You ar :

utopian, a theorist, a
subversive; you would hich society rests.” If
you lecture upon moa C 3 , there will be found
official organizations ng the gover: this vein of thought:
“That science no lo the point of view of
free trade (of liberty, as been the case until
now, but also, in the ally taught from the
viewpoint of the fac industry (facts and
laws which are cont 1 to justice). That, in
government-endowed sor rigorously refrain
from endangering in due to the laws now



The Fate of Non-C

ery or monopoly,

t must not even be
amaging the respect
al economy must be
pposition that it must
law.

Thus, if there exist
oppression or rolk
mentioned. For how
which it inspires? St
taught from the point
be a

is that it gives an
nflicts, and to politics

Another effect of t
exaggerated importar

5. But, by way of
s lately occupied the

age.

I could prove th
illustration, I shall 1
mi



Who Shall Judge?

The followers of Rou
far advanced, but w
will not agree with
its strictest sense —
to examine or doubt.

o consider themselves
s behind the times —

rage — using the word in
logmas which it is a crime
be made to universal

s fallacy. For example,
e the right of suffrage
most extended system
ons out of four are

he fourth. This fourth
reason for excluding

In the first place the
there are 36 million
universal, there shou
permits only 9 mi
excluded. And more t
person advances th

re for those who are

o is capable? Are
ave committed certain
d incapable?.

Universal suffrage
capable. But there
minors, females, insa
major crime



The Reason Why

ive which causes the
of incapacity. The

e this right for himself
> system and the most
They differ only in
fference of principle,
ans of our present-day
ht of suffrage arrives
0 prevent women and
se they are presumed
exclusion? Because it
s of his vote; because
community; because
d some safeguards
existence depend.

A closer examination
right of suffrage to/ b
motive is that the ele¢to
alone, but for everybc
restricted elective s
respect to what cons
but merely a differenc
Greek and Roman sc
with one's birth, it wc
children from voting.
to be incapable. And
is not the voter alon
each vote touches an
the people in the co
concerning the act




The Answer Is tc

I know what might be/said
But this is not the plae
merely to observe he
well as most othe
overthrows nations,
always been wha
protecting all persons
more than the orga
defense; if law were tl
and plunder —is it l

1t the objections might be.
y f this nature. I wish
niversal suffrage (as
ates, excites, and
yrtance if the law had
ere restricted to

s; if law were nothing
idual's right to self
sher of all oppression
en argue much about



The Answer Is tc

t of the right to vote

e? Is it likely that the

> coming of their right

ote would jealously

its proper functions,
not clear that, under

nvenience those who

Under these circums
would endanger that
excluded classes woul
to vote? Is it likely t
defend their privileg
everyone's interest in
these circumstances,



The Fatal Idea of

2 right of each, and to But
‘Z e has been introduced:
, protection, or
erson and gives it to
to a few — whether
edians. Under these
to grasp the law, and

persons, liberties, and p
on the other hand, indagin
Under the pretense
encouragement, the
another; the law tak
farmers, manufactur
circumstances, then c

rht to vote — and will
ven beggars and

an incontestable title
s all.

The excluded classes
overthrow societ
vagabonds will then p
to va



The Fatal Idea of

'y

"We cannot buy wine, to t v ying the tax. And a part of
the tax that we pay is/give: 48 5 and subsidies — to men
who are richer than se the prices of bread,
meat, iron, or cloth. the law for his own
profit, we also woul profit. We demand
from the law the right 's plunder. To obtain
this right, we also s n order that we may
organize Beggar lass, as you have
organized Protectic ss. Now don't tell us

beggars that you will r. Mimerel proposes,
600,000 francs to keej pne to gnaw. We have

other claims. And ¢ ourselves as other
class es!"

And whs



Perverted Law Ca

rted from its true
protecting it — then
w, either to protect
litical questions will
here will be fighting
ole within will be no
to examine what
erely to understand

As long as it is adz
purpose — that it
everyone will want

himself against plu
always be prejudicial
at the door of the Le
less furious. To k
transpires in the Fre



Perverted Law Ca

ersion of the law is a
Is to destroy society
tes [in 1850]. There is
e within its proper
and property. As a

in the world where
even in the United
hat have always

s there any need to o
perpetual source of
itself? If such proof is
no country in the
domain: the prote
consequence of this,
the social order res
States, there are



Slavery and Tariffs A

ffs. These are the only
;of the republic of the
ber of a plunderer.

What are these two 1ss
two issues where, cor

United States,

Slavery is a violation, e tariff is a violation,

rime — a sorrowful

7 issue which can, and
deed impossible to
nding fact than this:
And if this fact brings
he proper purpose of
slavery and tariffs —
he perversion of the

It is a most remarka
inheritance from the
perhaps will, lead
imagine, at the very
The law has come to
terrible consequences
the law has been per
what must be the co



Two Kinds of Plunc

Mr. de Montaleml
contained in a famc

make war against S0€
advanced by Mr. Charle

pting the thought

, has said: "We must
inition of socialism
must make war against

But of what plunder two kinds of plunder:

I do not think that ill
penal code defines, a
is not this kind of plur
society. Anyway, the
the command of these
fought since the beg
February 1848 — lo1
France had providec
scaffolds for the g
conducts this war,
always

indling — which the
be called socialism. It
ens the foundations of
er has not waited for
egal plunder has been
re the Revolution of
of socialism itself —
sons, dungeons, and
ler. The law itself

hat the law should
)lunder.



The Law Defends Pl

But it does not alwa ot lefends plunder and
participates in it. Thus ' 2d the shame, danger,
and scruple which their ac 7e. Sometimes the law
places the whole appar: 1S, and gendarmes at
the service of the pl — when he defends
himself — as a crimi nder, and it is of this,
no do peaks.

This legal plunder
measures of the peo
speeches and denu

ong the legislative
with a minimum of
proar of the vested



How to Identify L

uite simply. See if the law
takes from some p d gives it to other

persons to whom it ¢ Y enefits one citizen at
the expense of anc doing vhat t] € himself cannot do

But how is this legal

Then abolish this law
it is a fertile source fe
law — which may be
will spre

an evil itself, but also
es reprisals. If such a
shed immediately, it

A System.



How to Identify L

lain bitterly, defending his
rated to protect and
ire enriches the state
d more and to pay
en.

The person who profits fro
acquired rights. He
encourage his partic
because the protec
hig

e acceptance of these

tem. In fact, this has
attempt to enrich
nder universal under

Do not listen to this s¢
arguments will build
already occurred.
everyone at the expen



Legal Plunder Has

umber of ways. Thus

ng it: tariffs, protection,

X “@535 axation, public schools,

guaranteed jobs, gus b 0 es, a right to relief, a

right to the tools of 1z dit,-ai so on. All these plans
as a whole — wit ymmon-aim of le nder — constitute

Now, legal plunder cs
we have an infinite ni
benefits, subsidies, e

y of doctrine, what
trine? If you find this
en refute it. And the
he easier it will be to
y rooting out every
yogislation. This will be

Now, since under t
attack can be made ag
socialistic doctrine
more false, the more ¢
refute. Above all, if
particle of socialism t



Socialism Is Leg

Mr. de Montalembert
use of brute force. He

fight socialism by the
his accusation, for he
socialism must be in
Justice."

But why does not Mr. le as placed himselfin a
vicious circle? You sthe law to opp alism? But it is upon
the law that social Y § e to practice legal
plunder, not illegal pl monopolists, desire to
make the law their o » law is on the side of
socialism, how can ed agai i or when plunder is
abetted by the law, it , fear our-cou gendarmes, and your
prisons. maI call up s% for help.

entering into the
om entering the
ct, so long as legal
islature. It is illogical
wise.

To prevent this, yo
making of laws?
Legislative Palace
plunder continues to
— in



The Choice Before

This question of lega and for all, and there

We must make our c iversal plunder, and



The Choice Before

The 13 : three:

hen the right to vote was
event the invasion of

Limited legal plundek
restricted. One woulc

Universal legal plunc
the franchise was maé
decided to formulate

used by the

ith this system since
chised majority has

gal plunder that was
as limited.

No legal plunder: T
harmony, and logi
principle with all the

ace, order, stability,
shall proclaim this
s all too inadequate).




The Proper Functi

psence of plunder be
ly requires the use of
ecting the rights of

s purpose without

nst right. This is the
at can possibly be

— so long searched
1ed in these simple

And, in all sincerity
required of the law?
force — rationally be
everyone? I defy :
perverting it and, co
most fatal and mo
imagined. It must be
for in the area of s

Now this must be said
— this excludes th
activity whatever,
industry, education,
these would inevitak
truly, how can we im
without it also bei

aw — that is, by force
ganize any human
iculture, commerce,

' by law of any one of
ation — justice. For
he liberty of citizens
s acting against its



The Seductive Lure

es. It is not considered
lanthropic. Nor is it
itizen the free and
tual, and moral self-
hould directly extend
t the nation.

Here I encounter the
sufficient that the la

sufficient that the
inoffensive use of hi
improvement. Insteac
welfare, edu

This is the seductive
of the law arein d
between them. A ci

again: These two uses
ar. We must choose
e free and not free.



Enforced Fraternit

'doctrine is only the half
[ g0 on to fraternity." I
) ill destroy the first."

Mr. de Lamartine once
of my program. You ha
answered him: "The

fraternity from the

fraternity can be
yed, and thus justice
t

In fact, it is impossi
word voluntary. I ¢
legally enforced wit

e said before, is in
nthropy.

Legal plunder has
human g

At this point, I thin what I mean by the



Plunder Violates O

ague, uncertain,

s Seientific acceptance —
[wages, land, money, or
rom the person who
ation, and whether by
it, then I say that

s committed.

I do not, as is oft
approximate, or metaj
as expressing the ides

whatever]. When a p
owns it — without his
force or by fraud
property is v

d to suppress, always
that it is supposed to
I add that from the

against rights is even

I say that this act is e
and everywhere. Whe
suppress, I say that
point of view of socie



Plunder Violates O

1 who receives the
ng. The responsibility for
ator, and society itself.

In this case of leg:
benefits is not responsik
this legal plunder

’e. I have tried in vain
me — especially now
. Thus, whether I am
the intentions or the
hich I believe to be
t; an injustice so
rofits from it without
ing the cause of the

It is to be regretted t
to find an inoffensive
— wish to add an irr

believed or not, I decl
morality of anyone.

false; a system
independent of perso
wishing to do so, a



Three Systems of Pl

sm, socialism, and

0 would do that must be
. It is to be pointed out,
aunism are basically the

The sincerity of t
communism is not herx
influenced by a politie
however, that protection
same plant in three 11 that can be said is
that legal plunder is £8 >_1n-Cco} | 2cause it is complete
plunder; and in prot sm ‘because the j is limited to specific
groups and industrie ree systems, socialism
is the vaguest, the ly, the most sincere

are not here under
der is based partially
hilanthropy.

But sincere or insi
question. In fact, I hs
on philanthzx

With this explanat
tendency — of this

ge

the origin and the
s to accomplish the
er.



Law Is Force

why the law should not
l'religion.

Since the law organiz:
also orj

Why should not la ecause it could not
organize labor, edu religio: stroying justice. We
must remember th s forcé. and that juently, the proper
functions of the law cz: ' he proper functions of

When law and forc
impose nothing but a
harming others. The
property. They safe

nds of justice, they
only to abstain from
y, his liberty, nor his
ensive; they defend



Law Is a Negative

and lawful defense is
yitimacy cannot be

The harmlessness of
self-evident; the us

cept of law is so true
se justice to reign, is
ated that the purpose
fact, it is injustice,
1stice is achieved only

As a friend of mine or
that the statement, t
not a rigorously accui
of the law is to prey
instead of justice, tha



Law Is a Negative

nt, force, imposes upon
\ xducation, a religious
faith or creed — then t acts positively upon
people. It substitut it . A heir own wills; the
initiative of the legisl: their own initis en this happens, the
people no longer nee - ahead; the law does
all this for them. Inte 0 for the people; they
cease to be men; the perty, their property.

But when the law, b / m
men a regulation of lab

force that is not a

y force that is not a
contradictions, then
abor and industry

Try to imagine a
violation of liberty;
violation of propert
you must conclude



The Political Appra

sion of his office, he is
t he sees. He deplores the

' others, deprivations
h luxury and wealth.

When a politician vie

struck by the spectaele

deprivations which

which appear to be e

Perhaps the politicia is state of affairs has
not been caused by o by more recent legal
plunder. Perhaps he on: Since all persons

seek well-being ar tion; ition of justice be

sufficient to cause t effI ess, and the greatest

possible equality that @{”}V ible responsibility? Would
not this be in accord responsibility which
God has willed in orc choice between vice

and virtue, nd reward?



The Political Appra

is mind turns to
legal or apparently
and perpetuating the
ral plunder. We have
one of these positive
nle of plunder?

But the politicis
organizations, comlk
legal. He attempts to
very thing that caus
seen that justice is a
legal actions tl



The Law and Charit

d you turn to the law.
ilk. Nor are the lacteal

e outside the society.
of one citizen or one
on forced to send it in.
that he has put in it,
his procedure does
not promote equality
ation only as it takes
the law does this, it is

You say: "There are p
But the law is not a b1
veins of the law supj
Nothing can enter the
class unless other citi
If every person draw
it is true that the la
nothing for the perso
of income. The law ¢
from some persons an

With this in mind, e
profits, guaranteed
progressive taxation,
are always k

bsidies, guaranteed
s, public education,

ou will find that they
ed injustice.



The Law and Educs:

You say: "There are per
But the law is not,

‘and you turn to the law.
shich shines its light
abroad. The law ¢ yme persons have
knowledge and oth where so s need to learn, and
others can teach. natter of educat  law has only two
alternatives: It can 1 1ing-and-learning to
operate freely and wi force human wills in
this matter by taking pay the teachers who
are appointed by go thout charge. But in
this second case, the iolating liberty and



The Law and Mors

You say: "Here are pers
you turn to the law.
and futile effort it is

lity or religion," and
_point out what a violent
orality and religion?

It would seem that S however se ‘ ent, could not avoid
seeing this monstro ' ym such systems and
such efforts. But w everly disguise this
legal plunder fro selves — under the
seductive names @ , and association.
Because we ask so ce — the socialists
thereby assume t organization, and
association. The e individualist.



The Law and Mors

But we assure the so
not natural organizs
forced upon us, not f
true fraternity. We r
than deprive persons
natura

forced organization,
association that are
orced fraternity, not
a1t does nothing more

2 do not repudiate the
dence.




A Confusion of Ter

rings, confuses the
distinction between g sult of this, every time

we object to a thing lone by governiy > socialists conclude
tha ect to its being. all.

Socialism, like the

ists say that we are
bn. Then the socialists
1te-enforced equality.
n, and so on. It is as if
ns to eat because we
in.

We disapprove of s
opposed to any educa
say that we want no &
Then they say that we
the socialists were to

do



The Influence of Soc

dea that the law could
the wealth, science, and
yerity? Is it due to the
ic affairs?

How did politicians e
be made to produce §
religion that, in a pos
influence

Present-day writers ally those of st school of thought —
base their various t : ' pthesis: They divide
mankind into two p he exception of the
writer himself — fo all alone, forms the
second and most im e weirdest and most

conceited an brain!

bsing that people have
vation to action. The

particles, motionless

its own manner of

In fact, these writers c
within themselves no
writers assume that g

atoms, at best a ki



The Influence of Soc

ped — by the will and
f forms, more or less
)t one of these writers on
self — under the title
is will and hand, this
se sublime mission is
into a society.

They assume that peo
hand of another pers
symmetrical, artistic, an
governmental affairs
of organizer, discover
universal motivating
to mold these s

These socialist writ e manner that the
gardener views his iciously shapes the
trees into pyramids, VE ses, d other forms, just so
does the socialist w h ms1cIlQ]§hap beings into groups,
series, centers, s nt hene Q; corps, and other
variations. And just a S ing hooks, saws, and
shears to shape his t vriter need the force
that he can find only For this purpose, he
devises tarif school laws.



The Socialists Wish

formed into social
he socialists have any
they will demand that a

Socialists look upc
combinations. This is"
doubts about the suceess
small portion of ma t upon. The popular
idea of trying all syst vell W ialist leader has been
known seriously to 1 thatthe C t ssembly give him a
small district witl ' xperiments upon.

ore he constructs the
icals — the farmer
an idea.

In the same manner,
full-sized machine
wastes s¢

But what a differe
between the inven
elements, between

socialist thinks t

ner and his trees,
he chemist and his
n all sincerity, the
between him and



The Socialists Wish

century look upon

 génius. This idea — the
ion of all the intellectuals
uals and writers, the
ears to be the same as
e potter.

It is no wonder ths
society as an artificial't
fruit of classical educs
and famous writers o
relationship between

the relat

gnize a principle of
scernment in man's
od to be fatal gifts.

e of these two gifts,
that if the legislators
ey would arrive at
cnowledge, poverty

ge.

Moreover, even whe
action in the heart
intellect — they ha
They have thought
would fatally tend to
left persons free to
atheism instead of
ins



The Socialists Despi:

According to thes
bestowed upon ce
opposite inclinations
the rest of the worlc
yearn for good; while
aspire for enlighte
legislators are attrac
is the true state of af
substitute thei

1ate that Heaven has
legislators — the exact

4 t also for the sake of
evil, the legislators
kness, the legislators
n toward vice, the
ave decided that this
e of force in order to
he human race.

Open at random any
probably see how dec
class

history, and you will
is idea — the child of
lism.



The Socialists Despi

mankind is merely
and prosperity from
ated that mankind
is downward course
ventional classical
v there is a concealed
er terminology that
sputed influence and
proves mankind.

In all of them, you
inert matter, receivi
the power of the st
tends toward degen
only by the myster
thought everywhere s
power called law or
designates some unns:
authority) which 1



A Defense of Comp

Let us first consider @ to the Dauphin in the

“One of the things mo
the Egyptians was pa
state. The law assig
from father to son. ]
could a person change
which all were force
Ignorance of religio
not excused under &
assigned (by whom?
the best was that e
result of this, Egypt w
neglecte

?) upon the minds of
2d to be useless to the
was handed down

o professions. Nor
there was one task to
aws and of wisdom.

s of the country was
ach occupation was
he good laws, one of
) to obey them. As a
ions, and nothing was
1 quiet.”



A Defense of Comp

Thus, according to o from themselves.
Patriotism, prosperit ce — all of these are
given to the people & eration > rulers. All that the
peopl is to bow ship.

JE€r




A Defense of Pa

f all progress even so
rge that they rejected

Bossuet carries this i1
far as to defend the'l

How is that possible? _ 2 ir > rismegistus [who was
alleged to have ‘hancellor toth an god Osiris].
And again among the all comes from above:

One of the first
agriculture.... Just as
armies, just so were
Persian people wer

as to encourage

for the regulation of

of farm work.... The
g respect for royal



A Defense of Pa

although exceedingly
lity; like dogs and horses,
)st simple games:

And according to Boss
intelligent, had no sensec
they themselves

The Greeks, natu s, had been early

cultivated by the king S W om Egypt. From these
Egyptian rulers, the G had y exercises, foot races,
and horse and charic . at the Egyptians had
taught the Greeks w ome do ile, it themselves to be
for ‘the la (?

1 or the p bod.
—";,/ b o
&



The Idea of Passive

It cannot be disputed
latter-day teachers,
held that everything c
As another example,

ries|[advanced by these
mists, and philosophers]
e outside themselves.
10r, and instructor to

s the fact that he was
tion of antiquity,
ankind should be
7ices and virtues — of
ed upon them by the

He was a witness to t
nurtured in the c
naturally caused
passive; that the misf
people are caused b



The Idea of Passive

Thus, in his Utopia of}
faculties, desires, a
legislator. Whate
themselves; the princ
of this shapeless mass
the thought, the
organizati

with all their interests,
)lute discretion of the

0 not decide it for

s depicted as the soul
. In the prince resides
> principle of all

s with him.

The whole of the ten
the reader to it, anc
celebrated work to

s proves this. I refer
t random from this
am the first to pay



Socialists Ignore Re:

With the amazing cre
ignores the authority
happiness of the Egyy

he classicists, Fenelon
attributes the general
but to the wisdom of

We could not turn ou
country estates mo
with golden crops e

under the weight of t
shepherds who mad
pipes and flutes. "Ha

eeing rich towns and
er fallowed, covered

s; workers bending
d upon its cultivators;
soft notes from their
e governed by a wise



Socialists Ignore Re:

ent and abundance
and cities could be
the cities; the justice
yund education of the
f the arts and letters;
ere performed; the
Iness to men, and the
en. He never stopped
id he, "is the people
er."

Later, Mentor desi
which covered all
counted. He admired
rendered in favor of t
children in obedience
the exactness with
unselfishness, the hig
fear of the gods whic
admiring the prospe
rule



Socialists Want to

Fenelon's idyl on C tor is made to say:
the laws of Minos.
makes their bodies
stoms the children to
at all pleasures of the
vs them no pleasure
f acquiring glory....
among other people:
o punish persons for
rete.... No costly
sts, no gilded palaces

All that you see in t
The education whic
strong and robust. Frc
a life of frugality and
senses weaken both
except that of beco
Here one punishes t
ingratitude, hypocri
pomp and dissips
furniture, no magnif



Socialists Want to

hus does Mentor g
doubtless with the
convince the student
the example of Salent
our first political
instructor in agric

1 to manipulate —

e of Ithaca. And to
entor recites to him
sophy that we receive

rsons much as an
e and tend the soil.



A Famous Name a

Now listen to same subject:

w that all the laws must
the fortunes as they
izen with sufficiently
hers. These same laws
mstances as to force
rain.

tunes!

To maintain the spirit @
favor it. These laws,
are made in commerc
easy circumstances to
should put every ric
him

Thus

Although real equalit
difficult to establish
always be desirable.

reduce or fix these di
is done, it remains
burdens up

ocracy, yet this is so
is matter would not
ablished a census to
rtain limit. After this
quality by imposing
to the poor.



A Famous Name a

Here again we fin s by law, by force.

, Sparta, was military;
was desired that the
s encouraged.

basing all established
ues — they knew in

ir wisdom.

pining petty thievery
lete bondage with the
ious beliefs with the

y of all its resources,
1bition went without

d no outlet because a
astity was no longer
)arta on to greatness

In Greece, there we
the other, Athens, wa
citizens be idl

Note the marvelous gée
customs — by mixi
advance t

Lycurgus gave stabil
with the soul of justic
most extreme libert
greatest moderation
arts, commerce, mo
the hope of material
man was neither so
considered becominsg



A Famous Name a

This boldness which was'ti ‘ound th ns of Greece has been
repeated in the mid @" 1e dege Cyis prruption of our modern
times. An occasio a people in whom
integrity apy he Spartans.

Mr. William Penn, fo ven though Mr. Penn
had peace as his obj war as his objective
they resemble eac tige over free men
allowed them to ove assions, and to lead
their aths.

The country of Parag example [of a people
who, for thei r legislators].



A Famous Name a

sasure of commanding to
gainst society; it will,
a manner that will

Now it is true that if ones
be the greatest joy in life
however, always be

must do as follows:
e republic of Plato;
ogners from mingling
t the state, instead of
should supply arts

stead of desires.

Those who desire t
Establish common
revere the gods as P
with the people, in o
the citizens, estab
instead of luxur



A Frightful Idea

v exclaim: "Montesquieu
for me, I have the

he nerve to call that
selections from the

persons, liberties,

rials for legislators to

Those who are subjeget tc
has said this! So i

courage of my own ¢
fine? It is frightful!

writings of Monte
property — mankind




The Leader of the L

Now let us examine R .. riter on public affairs
is the supreme authori 1 - hough he bases the
social structure upor as, to a greater extent

than anyone else, co the total inertness of

mank ators:

If it is true that a
legislator is even mor
the legislator creat
machine; the pri

pt true that a great
ollow the pattern that
ic who invents the
sets it in motion.

merely the machine

sidered to be the raw
ade?

And what part do pe
that is set in motion.
mate



The Leader of the L

ator and the prince as
the farmer; and the
S is the same as that

Thus the same relatio
exists between the
relationship betweer
between the farmer a ankind, then, has this
writer on public a )laced? les over legislators
themselves, and te hem their trade > imperious terms:

e extremes as closely
ns nor beggars. If the
ts inhabitants, then
or the foods that you
ants — devote all your
pple; banish the arts,

e nation....

Would you give stabi
together as possible.
soil is poor or barre
turn to industry and
need.... On a fertile so
attention to agricult
because t



The Leader of the

n cover the sea with
't existence. If your seas
arous and eat fish; they
t certainly, they will

If you have extensiv
merchant ships; you wi

wash only inaccessible elif

will live more quietl

In short, and in adc ) the maximst : ymmon to all, every
people has its own g his fact in itself will
cause legis mstances.

This is the reason w
Arabs — had religic
Athenians was liter
naval affairs; of Spart
of Laws has shown by
tC

, more recently, the
T'he objective of the
mmerce; of Rhodes,

e author of The Spirit
direct his institutions



The Leader of the

pbjective, and acts on
ture of things? Suppose
avery, and sometimes
Dn; sometimes peace,

e will slowly enfeeble
ill be subjected to
and invincible nature

But suppose that the
a principle different fron cate a7
that the selected pxi
liberty; sometimes
and sometimes conq
the law and impa
ceaseless agitations u

But if nature is suffic
Rousseau admit tha
place? Why does he
would turn to farming
easily accessible coas
or a Ra

mpire, why does not
o gain it in the first
heir own instincts,

e on an extensive and
Lycurgus or a Solon
staken.



Socialists Want Forc

Be that as it may, R

legislators, and cont
ther

ganizers, directors,
responsibility. He is,

)yn of a people ought to
form human nature;

solitary and perfect
hich the individual

He who would dare to
believe that he can,
transform each ind
whole — into a mere
will henceforth rece . > person who would

undertake the politic: on of a people elieve in his ability to

alter man's constitutic e ; tO ¢ e for the physical and

independent existenc tence which is partial
and moral. In short, al man must remove
man's own forces an re naturally alien to

n's dignity if it were
eau?



Legislators Desire

Now let us examine 1kind being molded by

The legislator must 1ir, and the soil. The
resources at his disp 1ine-his &Y ust first consider his
locality. A populatio n‘maris '*? st have laws designed
for navigation.... If it : 2 islator must make his

plans accorc of the soil....
It is especially in t t the genius of the
legislator will be 1 a new colony is
established in any co given to each man to



Legislators Desire

On an uncultivated is
do nothing but
development of reason..
new country, the skil
people to retain no i
cured and corrected.
from becoming per
general system of
legislator should nev
wis ong to i

In a new colony, amyg tuni?@sﬁpe

o
ms and manne

desires to purify the
and genius, the land
with a plan for so
advance because
hypotheses; the
circumstances t

ith children, you need
> along with the
ion with a past into a

policy of permitting the

hich can possibly be
ypinions and customs
ond generation by a
ren. A prince or a

rst arranging to send
th...

areful legislator who
ople. If he has virtue
will inspire his soul

y trace the plan in
instability of all
plications, and
settle in detail.



Legislators Told Hc

anage people may be
1S students: "The climate
‘mine his procedure. He
must do so and so. If
ry facility is open to
oil. If he is skillful

a plan of operation.
vance because it is
ses; the problem has
are difficult to foresee

Raynal's instructions
compared to a professor
is the first rule for the fai
must first consider
his soil is sand, he
the farmer who wi
enough, the manure a

0 S
A professor can on ace
necessarily subject ta ility
many forms, complics irc sta

n
at this clay, this sand,
f, are men! They are
ings like yourselves!

aculty to observe, to
emselves!

Oh, sublime writers!
and this manure wh
your equals! They ar
As you have, they to
plan ahes



A Temporary Dict

Here is Mably on this
preceding the one here
of security, to be wg

slator. In the passages
e laws, due to a neglect
ss the reader thusly:

Under these circumst
slack. Give them a n
punishing faults, and
you will restore to you
been ignorant of this
has made such headw
to cure it, then resort
for a short time. The

ings of government are
cured.... Think less of
ou need. In this manner
ecause free people have
liberty! But if the evil
procedures are unable
th considerable powers
ds to be struck a hard
In this mann enty volumes.
Under the influenc

education — there ca
mankind in order t

stems from classical
d to place himself above
te it in his own way.



Socialists Want Ec

Next let us examir he legislators and

My Lord, assume the plon. And before you
finish reading this ess y.C f by ws to some savages in
America or Africa. Co ese noma ds to ellings; teach them to
tend flocks.... Attemp ial sness that nature has

planted in them ice the duties of
humanity.... Use p rasures to become
distasteful to them. nt of your legislation
will cause t rain a virtue.
All people have had ls appy. Why is this so?

Because the legislatc ays been ignorant of

the purpose of soc ilies by a common



Socialists Want Ec

\\g‘ lishing of equality in
ens.... As the laws establish
greater equality, th e precious to every
citizen.... When all QU nity — and when the
laws leave no hope rbing 2 ua bw can men then be
agitated by greed, a issi i oth, envy, hatred, or

Impartiality in law ¢ o1
wealth and equality i

should enlighten you
ore in accord with the

What you have learne
on this question. No o



The Error of the S

nth and eighteenth
ter, ready to receive
- from a great prince or a
ere nourished on the
re — in Egypt, Persia,
ankind according to
aud. But this does not
that since men and
to be expected that
on should be greatest
yove were not in error
1t they were in error
itation of future

y took for granted the

Actually, it is not s
centuries the human
everything — form, fage.
great legislator or a
study of antiquity. A
Greece, Rome — the s
their whims, thanks t
prove that this situs
society are capable
error, ignorance, des
towards the origins o
when they found an titutifﬁlfo
when they offered ? he admi ‘
generations. Uncritice ¢ ?
grandeur, dignity, mc ificial societies of the
ancient world. The ledge appears and
grows with the passs ion to this growth of
knowledge, might tak regains possession of



What Is Liberty?

Actually, what is the p ss? It is the instinctive
struggle of all people tov y. A 'this liberty, whose very
name makes the heart] ' vorld? Is it not the union
of all liberties — libe of association, of the
press, of travel, of la In berty the freedom of
every person to make s of his faculties s as he does not harm
other persons w destruction of all
despotism — includi inally, is not liberty
the restricting of the f organizing the right
of the individus shing injustice?

It must be admitted t}
largely thwarted, esp

race toward liberty is
y due to a fatal desire
— learned from the ur writers on public
affairs have in com es above mankind in
order to arrange, ling to their fancy.



Philanthropic Tyzx

mous men who put
| ;"f{j‘; he seventeenth and
jecting mankind to the
philanthropic tyrann . Like Rousseau, they
desire to force man vilels bear S f the public welfare
that they he m 1p-in the 3 aginations.

While society is str
themselves at its heat
eighteenth centur

old regime destroyed
rangements, always
ce of the law.

This was especially t
than society was sub
starting fro



Philanthropic Ty

Listen to the ideas ticians during that

SAINT-JUST: The legislate is for him to will the

good of mankind. I e wills them to be.
ROBESPIERRE: The n'of | , rect the physical and
moral powers of the OWAT eend { h the commonwealth

BILLAUD-VARENNES
formed anew. A stron
old prejudices, to ch praved affections, to
restrict superfluous vices.... Citizens, the
inflexible austerity of rg 1 dation of the Spartan
republic. The weak @ : plunged Athens into
slavery. This par e of government.

LE PELLETIER: C degradation, I am
convinced that it is ne ration and, if I may so
expre ople.

ed to liberty must be
necessary to destroy



The Socialists Wa

material. It is not for
pable of it. According to
this. Persons are merely
r to Robespierre, who
ecreeing the end for
e this is determined,
moral forces of the

s of the nation are to
eachings of Billaud-

o affections, and no
even goes so far as to
ndation of a republic.

Again, it is claimed t
them to will their ow
Saint-Just, only the légi
to be what the legisls
copies Rousseau lite
which the common
the government has
nation toward that e
remain completely
Varennes, the peop
desires except those @
say that the inflexible

nary governmental
tatorship to promote
al with considerable
ens needs to be struck

In cases where the :
procedures cannot c
virtue: "Resort," he sz

powers for a short ti
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This doctrine R o Robespierre:

The principle of th tue, and the means
required to estak ntry we desire to
substitute moralit ' t nor, principles for
customs, duties fo rs, the empire g for the tyranny of
fashion, contempt ¢ pride for insolence,
greatness of soul for money, good people
for good companions wit, truth for glitter,
the charm of happine the greatness of man
for the littleness of t py people for a good-
natured, frivolous, d sire to substitute all
the virtues and mira s and absurdities of a



Dictatorial Arrog

At what a tremendous
here place himself! /
not content to pray for :
he expect such a resu
will ren

ind does Robespierre
ich he speaks. He is
man spirit. Nor does

ent. No, he himself
terror.

This mass of rotte
discourse by Robesy
morality which oug

Robespierre's request
of repelling a forei
Rather he wants a d
upon the country his
only to be a tempo
reality, he desires not
selfishness, honor, cu
companionship, int
Robespierre, shall hax
them,

is extracted from a
ain the principles of
‘ernment. Note that
1erely for the purpose
e opposing groups.

y use terror to force

e says that this act is
onstitution. But in
tinguish from France
v, love of money, good
overty. Not until he,

, as he so rightly calls
again.



The Indirect Apprx

ers, the legislators, and
ose direct despotism
ilanthropic for such
is despotism, this
o make the laws.

Usually, however, the

the writers on public

upon mankind. Oh n
direct action. Inst
absolutism, this ¢

I would need to copy
, and Fenelon — plus
yut also the entire

ng; I merely refer the

To show the prevalen
not only the entire wa

long extracts fron
proceedings of the Ca



Napoleon Wanted

It is, of course, not at
appealed to Napoleon.

chemist, Napoleon cons:

But, in due

At St. Helena, Napolec
initiative in mankin
Nevertheless, this did
will: "To govern is to in

After all this, it is harc
Babeuf, Owen, Saint-§
from Louis Blanc's b
re

Now consider this: The
plan of Louis Blanc; hi
to is the human race.

ea should have greatly
sed it with vigor. Like a

terial for his experiments.
against him.

emed to recognize some
less hostile to liberty.

is lesson to his son in his
ucation, and happiness."

opinions from Morelly,

1owever, a few extracts

r: "In our plan, society
er "

is to be supplied by the
ety; the society referred
ive its momentum from



Napoleon Wanted

Now it will be said t
Admittedly, people are
wish. But this is not the
He expects that his pls

or to reject this plan.
ce from whomever they
1€ understands the matter.
rcibly imposed upon the

hing else?) by means of
mplete liberty. The state
1 society will slide down

In our plan, the state
which industrial progr
merely places society ¢

this incline by the me of things, and atural workings of the
bli cha
But what is this inclin by M s Blanc? Does it not lead

to an abyss? (No, it o happine 1 ‘\ e, then why does not
society go there of its " 0 does not know what it
wants; it must be pr Power.) And who is to
supply the impulse for of the machine — in this



The Vicious Circ

assive mankind, and
propel the people.

We shall never escap
the power of the lay

Once on this incline, " (Certainly.) And what

right; it is also the
is faculties under a
of the law.
o is deep and its
consequences are diff agreed that a person,
to be truly free, must | lop his faculties, then
it follows that every o1 : SO( or such education as
will permit him to de at every person has a
claim on society for ich human activity
cannot be fully effec ociety give to every
person the necessar ools of production, if

Once and for all, lik
power granted to a
reign of ju

And thisisno p



The Vicious Circ

er consist? (Of being
.) Who is to give the
hich owes them to

production to those
ate.) And from whom

Thus, again, liberty i
educated and of beiz

education and the
everyone.) By what :
who do not own the

Let the reader answe otice the direction in



The Doctrine of th

ill probably astound
riple hypothesis: the total
iy and the infallibility of
yvmbol of those who
atic.

The strange phenome
our descendants — is t
inertness of mankind, the
the legislator. Thes
proc

The advocates of this
democratic, they plac
social, they regard m:

ial. So far as they are
But so far as they are
. Let us examine this

What is the attitud
discussion? How d¢
chosen? Ah, then it is
they are gifted with
general will

al rights are under

a legislator is to be

n instinctive wisdom;
l1is always right; the
)0 universal.



The Doctrine of th

When it is time to vote
guarantee of his wisd
for granted. Can the
enlightenment? Wha
they not won their
given ample proof of
Are they not capable
best for themselves?
set himself above t
people are and shou

not to be asked for any
oose wisely are taken
pt living in an age of
ept on leashes? Have
fice? Have they not
Are they not adults?
hey not know what is
ould be so bold as to
r them? No, no, the
ge their own affairs,



The Doctrine of th

hen indeed does the tone
le are returned to
rgislator enters into
t, to propel, and to
espotism has struck.
ing the election, were
ncies whatever; or if
ard into degradation.

But when the legislatoris
of his speech undexgo.:
passiveness, inertne
omnipotence. Now
organize. Mankind h
We now observe this
so wise, so moral, an
they have any, they a



The Socialist Conc

But ough e liberty?

But Mr. Considerant has ds inevitably to monopoly!
We understand that li
Blanc, competition is a s
people. It is for this re
proportion to their degre
the results of competiti

ccording to Mr. Louis
en and exterminates the
d and exterminated in

is Blanc should observe
, Holland, England, and

monopoly. And by the
ad to high prices; that
hat competition drains
pn forces an increase in
e in consumption. From
bf not consuming; that
ple; and that Mr. Louis

Mr. Louis Blanc also te
same reasoning, he th
competition drives prod
away the sources of pui
production while, at the
this, it follows that fre

liberty means oppressi
B



Socialists Fear All

Well, what liberty sho
conscience? (But if this
thiSepp

ople to have? Liberty of
d see the people taking
e atheists.)

Then liberty of educ
their children immors
if education were left

we would be teach
whereas, thanks to t
have the good for

professors to teach
cording to Mr. Thiers,
ase to be national, and
e Turks or Hindus;
on, our children now
as of the Romans.)

Then liberty of labo
leaves production un

ition which, in turn,
and exterminates the



Socialists Fear All

nd the advocates of

1 — that freedom of trade
ecessary to suppress
er.)

Perhaps liberty of t
protective tariffs have p
ruins every person w
free

Possibly then, liberty
true liberty and volu
and the purpose of
precisely in order tc

r to socialist doctrine,
diction to each other,
erty of association
her in true liberty.)



Socialists Fear All

Clearly then, the ¢
persons to have ax
mankind tends alwe
Thus, of course, the le

ats cannot permit
that the nature of
dation and disaster.
he people in order to

stion: If people are as
cians indicate, then
ended with such

This line of reasoning
incapable, as immo
why is the right c



The Superman Id

The claims of these o
have often asked tk
answered: If the natur
safe to permit peorg
organizers are alwa and their appointed
agents also belong | \ce' believe that they
themselves are m finer clay than of mankind? The
organizers maintain t 2d, rushes headlong to
its inevitable dest the people are so
perverse. The legislat ourse and to give it a
saner direction. Apps d the organizers have
received from Heave at place them beyond
and above mankind s to this superiority.

ther question which I
, they have never

re so bad that it is not
endencies of these

They would be the
arrangement presup
us. And certainly we

and orgs

. Certainly such an
perior to the rest of
o from the legislators
yeriority.



The Socialists Rej

Please understand tha ht to invent social
combinations, to advert and to try them upon
themselves, at their ¢ dispute their right to

impose these plans u i‘, aw — by forc d to compel us to pay

s social schools of
Fourierists, the
their various ideas.

I do not insist tha
thought — the F
Universitarists, and



The Socialists Rej

I insist only that the
They need only to gi
groups and series, theix
Graeco-Roman conc
ask only that we be
that we not be forced
to be contrary to o

ey have in common:
1S t0 acquiesce to their

¢ free-credit banks, their
ercial regulations. I
plans for ourselves;
rectly, if we find them
O our consciences.

d to the power of the
being oppressive and
that the organizer is
in, if persons are

all this talk about

But these organizers c
law in order to carry
unjust, this desire als

infallible and mas
incompetent to j



The Cause of Fren

This contradiction gically, reflected in

events in France. For d all other Europeans in
obtaining their rights — ACCUL @3 olitical demands. Yet
this fact has in no respect prevented us f ’k{g&‘ ng the most governed,
the most regulated, t n, th st harnessed, and the
most exploited people 11 other nations as the
one where revolutic ated. And under the
circumstances, uld be the case.

And this will remain
this idea that has b
receives its moment
human beings with
consider themselves i
by their own intelli
everything from t
relationship to the s

ns continue to accept
puis Blanc: "Society

n the case so long as
ssive; so long as they
sperity and happiness
long as they expect
imagine that their
1eep to the shepherd.




The Enormous Po

As long as these i
government is eno
destitution, equality a
upon political admi
undertakes everythi

responsibility of

| fortune, wealth and
vice — all then depend
th everything, it

e it is responsible for

If we are fortunate, t
we are unfortunate,
our persons and pro

our gratitude; but if
e blame. For are not
ernment? Is not the

In creating a monopa
hopes of the father
liberty; and if these
industry, the govern
is absurd to deprive

1t must answer to the
n deprived of their

It is it? In regulating
prosper; otherwise it
dustry now suffers,



The Enormous Po

In meddling wit
government thereby cox
destructia

ing with tariffs, the
per; and if this results in
hose fault is it?

ange for their liberty,
; and if they become a
is it?

In giving the maritim
the government unde

burde

the government does
sing, then, that every
ion in France?

Thus there is not a gr
not voluntarily make
failure increas

definitely the domain
vernment.

And what remedy is g
of the law;



The Enormous Po

o raise wages, and
or all who may be in

But if the governme:
cannot do it; if the govern
want, and cannot ¢ akes to support all
unemployed workers ot deo-it;.i. ment undertakes to
lend interest-free ‘all borrowers ot do it; if, in these
words that we regre f Mr. de Lamartine,
"The state considers t o develop, to enlarge,
to strengthen, to spiri 1 of the people" — and
if the government can then? Is it not certain
that after every gove s more than probable
— there olution?



Politics and Econ

science of politics can
ics is the science of

gs are harmonious or
e of politics can be

of government.

A science of economi
be logically for
determining whethe
antagonistic. This
formulated to d

of economics, and at
of politics, this all-
What ought it to be?
do the just powers of

Immediately followi

the very beginning
important question
What is its scope; its

e organized to act as
justice.

I do not hesitate to a
an obsts



Proper Legislative

It is not true that the le
property. The existen
the legislator, a

} over our persons and
eded the existence of
tee their safety.

It is not true that th
ideas, our wills, our
talents, or our pleasux
of these rights, and t
exercise @

DUr consciences, our
ork, our trade, our
ptect the free exercise
rfering with the free
or person.

its lawful domain is
ary. This is justice.

Since law necessaril
only in the areas



Proper Legislative

Every individual has {
this reason that t

combination of the i
purpose; and it ca

wiul self-defense. It is for
only the organized

be used for the same

ny other purpose.

of self-defense which
is justice.

Law is solely the orga
existed b



Law and Charit

The mission of the la
property, even thoug
missic

5 a plunder them of their
) ilanthropic spirit. Its

perty.

e philanthropic if, in

1 plundering them of
cannot avoid having
7 acts in any manner
violate the liberty of
erty.

Furthermore, it must
the process, it refrai
their property; this we
an effect upon persa
except to protect the
persc



Law and Charit

The law is justice — sumple
see it, and every min
and unchangeable. J
you exceed this prop
fraternal, equalizing,
will then be lost in a
in a forced utopia or,

to seize the law and
and philanthropy, un
where will y

unded. Every eye can
asurable, immutable,
s nor less than this. If
ke the law religious,
ary, or artistic — you
ess and uncertainty,
topias, each striving
e because fraternity

2 ]limits. Once started,
v stop itself?



The High Road to

Mr. de Saint-Cricq
industrial groups; he

only to some of the
1trol the consumers to

sroups; he would use the
1ing, housing, food, and

Mr. Considerant would s
law to secure for them

at these minimum
rnity; he would say that
cation to all working

Mr. Louis Blanc wo
guarantees are merely t
the law should give t

ould still leave room for
D everyone even in the
re, and art.

Another person would o
inequality; he would ¢
most inacce

; legislation will then be
s and greed of everyone.

All of these proposals a
— in fact, it already is



The Basis for Stab

ring government can
even the thought of

g could arise against a
only to suppressing

Law is justice. In thi
be conceived. And
revolution, of insurreetiox
government whose

yerity — and it would
s that are inseparable
o the government for
ent were limited to
as innocent of these

e temperature.

Under such a regime
be the most equally d
from humanity, no ox
them. This is true &
suppressing injusti
sufferings as it



The Basis for Stab

As proof of this state
been known to rise ag; , ol mob a Justice of the
Peace, in order to get hig ,tools of production,
favorable tariffs, or govern: -CI €% jobs? yone knows perfectly
well that such mat Wit ion of the Court of
Appeals or a Justice t were limited to its
proper functions, ev hese matters are not
wit self.

ave the people ever

But make the laws
good, and all bad, st
individual misfortune
to an endless suc

— proclaim that all

s responsible for all
then the door is open
ns, troubles, and



Justice Means Ec¢

could properly be
ts equal? By what right
ans of Mr. Mimerel, Mr. de
s a moral right to do
submit to my plans? Is
ficient imagination to
antasy among many,
ts service only?

Law is justice. And
anything else! Is not jn
does the law force me t
Melun, Mr. Thiers, o
this, why does it not, t
it logical to suppose t
dream up a utopia al
and put the org

ually is said — that
1dividualistic, and
age. This is an absurd
ernment who believe

Law is justice. And
under this concep
heartless; that it wou
conclusion, worthy o



Justice Means Ec¢

eve that free persons
no energy from the law,
‘that if the law is restricted
to the function of prot ies, we will be unable
to use our faculties that th t force us to follow
certain forms of v “or systems of as on, or methods of
education, or regul: | ' f trade, or plans for
charity; does it the lunge into atheism,
hermitary, ignorance ee, does it follow that
we shall no longer ess of God? Does it
follow that we shall t h other, to help each
other, to love and suc o study the secrets of
nature, and to stri est of our abilities?

Nonsense! Do those
will cease to act? Does'i
we shall receive no e



The Path to Digni

der the reign of right;
1d responsibility — that
rue dignity of his being. It
achieve — slowly, no
nd peaceful progress

Law is justice. And it
under the influence of"
every person will attai
is only under this la
doubt, but certainly

It seems to me that t 20 atever the question
under discussion er religious, ical, political, or
economic; whethe r erit ty, equality, right,

perty, labor, trade,

ment — at whatever
s, I invariably reach
human relationships

justice, progress, r
capital, wages, taxes
point on the scienti

this one conclusion:



Proof of an Idea

ntire world. Which

al, and the happiest
here the law least

5 Jeast felt; where the
he greatest influence;
est; where taxes are
ent the least excited
oups most actively
vhere the morals of

vy improving; where
tricted; where labor,
splacements; where
nations; where the
the laws of God; in
neople are those who
is not perfect, still, all
sons within the limits
the administration of

And does not expex
countries contain tl
people? Those people
interferes with private a
individual has the gre
where administratiy
lightest and most ne
and the least justi
assume their respo
admittedly imperfe
trade, assemblies, a
capital, and populat
mankind most nea
inventions of men a
short, the happiest,
most nearly follow thi
hope rests upon the fr
of right; law or force i



The Desire to Rul

men in the world —

1€ people, fathers of
ce themselves above
1izing it, and ruling it.

This must be said: 'l
legislators, organizers,
nations, and so on, and
mankind; they make ¢

ery thing." True. But it
sense; if I have joined
e of persuading them
ancauson looked upon
ts the human body as
o study and admire.

Now someone will say
must be admitted tha
the ranks of the refo

to leave people alone.
his automaton. Rathe

it is, so do I accept p



The Desire to Rul

My attitude toward alle
celebrated traveler: Hi

ted by this story from a
of a tribe of savages,
where a child had jus ayers, magicians, and
quacks — armed witl , hook 1.c rounded it. One said:

"This child will never e perfume of a p pe unless I stretch his

nostrils." Another saic ' unless I draw his ear-
lobes down to his sho ever see the sunshine

unless I slant his eye stand upright unless I
bend his legs." A fifth nk unless I flatten his

pne. Do not claim to
ail creature; let them
ence, and liberty."

"Stop," cried the tra
know more than He.
develop and grow



Let Us Now Try

to accomplish their
é‘“ a human form. And
ed that they will develop
y. Away, then, with

s, hooks, and pincers!

God has given to me
destinies. He has proy
these social organs of pe
themselves harmo
quacks and organizer

Away with their arti tems! Aw. ims of governmental
administrators, their ‘ oje alization, their tariffs,
their government s eir stat ' ir free credit, their
bank monopolies, the ations, their re s, their equalization
by tax d 1 tions!

And now that the leg
many systems upon s
begun: May they
acknowl

0 futilely inflicted so
ere they should have
y; for liberty is an

s works.



Socialists Fear All
Liberties

The conscience of the social democrats
(or “uniparty”) cannot permit persons to
have any liberty because they believe
that the nature of mankind tends
always toward every kind of
degradation and disaster. Thus, of
course, the legislators must make plans
for the people in order to save them
from themselves.

This line of reasoning brings us to a
challenging question: If people are as
incapable, as immoral, and as ignorant
as the politicians indicate, then why is
the right of these same people to vote
defended with such passionate
insistence?




We ohject to a state-enforced

equality. Then they say that we are

Itis as if the socialists were to accuse
us of not wanting persons 1o eat
hecause we to not want the
state to raise grain.

Frédeéric Bastiat
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