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Museum Updates
By: Kristof Marsolais

There have been many changes at the museum’s 
collections department during the last six 
months. For example, much work was dedicated 
to reviewing the many different textiles in our 
collection and ensuring that they are placed into 
acid free storage containers.  Likewise, a great 
deal of time has been dedicated to relocating 
items, such as over fifty precious Cloisonné 
objects, from the property at the Second Avenue 
to our collections storage facilities in the 
Extension building.

Two raw jade ores donated to us have been 
added to the folk art display in our permanent 
exhibition. One is nephrite and the other 
is jadeite. It is important to distinguish the 
difference between the two, when we try to 
understand why they were valued so much. We 
also acquired a piece of pink tourmaline, which is 
relevant to the history of our region, where it was 
mined in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. This material was highly valued by the 
Empress Dowager Cixi, who had these minerals 
imported from various locations in San Diego, 
and sent to her in China. One of the most popular 
items made with it was a pink tourmaline snuff 
bottle; which ceased production after the Qing 
Dynasty was abolished in 1911. 

In order to increase our storage space, we are 
converting the Extension library into storage 
space. While rehousing collection items, Storage 
Closets 1 and 2 in the Extension will be retrofitted 
with small new HVAC systems so that they 
may adequately house climate sensitive items, 
such as paper and textiles. Many shelves will be 
installed in the original library to make collection 
items organized and accessible. Our cloud-based 
collection management system, CatalogIt, will 
be gradually updated for correct information, 
location, and more complete descriptions.
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Keeping with our mission to preserve and 
celebrate Chinese art, culture, and history, 
along with Chinese Americans’ contributions 
to San Diego, we are enhancing our Education 
Outreach Program.  We want to remind 
the community that we are here to provide 
substantial educational programming tailored 
for all developmental levels.  Our Education 
Outreach Program focuses on bringing Classroom 
Exhibit Presentations (CEPs) to schools, libraries, 
and community centers throughout San Diego 
County.  Since the pandemic we have been able 
to offer our CEPs virtually to reach a broader 
audience.  Now that we are open, we want to 
welcome students, teachers, and community 
members back for in-person programming. 

Schools
In order to reconnect with schools and 
community organizations since reopening last 
Spring, we have inviting them to request CEPs, 
as well as to visit our premises and take part in 
onsite programming.  To compliment museum 
visits, we offer hands-on interactive activities 
such as Calligraphy, Scavenger Hunts, a Dig to 
Discover archaeology simulation, fan making, 
Chinese Zodiac crafts, and paper cutting.  We 
are committed to make a mark in the San Diego 
community by providing our Chinese historical 
knowledge as well as the Chinese Americans’ 
contribution to our region. 

Libraries
Recently, we were offered to curate a display 
case at a local library.  This is an opportunity to 
showcase some of our artifacts and promote our 
museum. We are also working to advance our 
relationship with libraries by supporting their 
culture outreach programs. Our objective is to get 
the community excited about our programs and 
to have them visit us in person. It is important to 
promote group visits and our docent-led tours.  
In this way, we would like to thank our incredible 
docents for their participation and dedication. 
Through their passion for educating our guests 
and community, we can accomplish our mission. 

School Programs
By: Yessenia Perez
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Introducing Our
Newest Members 

Michael McQuary
NEW Board of Directors Member

Dr McQuary received a BA from 
UC-Berkeley, a MA from Fresno 
State, a Doctorate from University 
of Southern California, and Post 
Doctorate training at Harvard 
University.
Retiring in San Diego, California, 
Dr McQuary has been active in 
his community with multiple 
local, county, state, national, 
and international organizations, 
including service with Rotary 
San Diego, the International 
Sister Cities Association 
(Chair, Director), Sister Cities 
International Southern California 
Chapter (Director), and Sister 
Cities International (Director, 
Co-Chair Strategy & Programs 
Committee, Co-Chair US-Mexico 
Mayors’ Community Summit).

Yessenia graduated from San 
Diego State University with a 
BA in Anthropology and Latin 
American Studies.  She continued 
her studies at San Diego Mesa 
College, where she earned her 
Museum Studies Certifi cate 
focusing on museum education. 
She interned at the California 
Center for the Arts in Escondido 
and at the Women’s Museum 
of California. Yessenia has been 
a part of multiple gallery and 
museum installations throughout 
San Diego.  Currently, she is 
focused on strengthening the 
relationships between museums 
and the local community.

Mu-Ting Huang is the fi nancial 
analyst at the museum. He has 
had a relationship with the 
SDCHM since 2014.  When he 
worked for the SDSU Chinese 
Cultural Center (CCC), the 
center partnered with the 
museum for a number of 
events.  During the pandemic, 
he volunteered to help the 
museum coordinate repairs 
and inspection requests. Now, 
he is the fi nancial analyst at 
the museum. Together with 
his educational background in 
fi nancial data analysis and his 
eight-year job at the CCC as the 
budget analyst, Mu-Ting can 
share his fi nancial knowledge 
to help the museum’s 
accounting and fi nancial tasks.   

During his free time, Mu-ting 
likes to go hiking and camping 
with his family.  He also enjoys 
sports such as baseball and 
tennis.  

Mui Ting Huang
Financial Analyst
yst Intern

Yessenia Perez
Education Outreach Intern



                                                                             15

Issue N
o.6  / 2023

Kristof Marsolais is our new 
registrar. Kristof studied 
undergraduate programs at 
UCSC focused on Asian and 
Islamic Studies and his primary 
courses focused on modern 
China and modern Japan. He 
later on obtained his masters 
from San Jose State University 
in the Masters of Archives and 
Records Administration fi eld. 
He has volunteered for many 
diff erent museums and was 
given the opportunity to work 
at one following his education. 
He says that he looks forward 
to participating in the changes 
being made in the museum 
as that is the universe’s only 
constant.

Paulina is our new graphic 
designer and takes care of 
all print and digital content 
for the museum. She studied 
at Laguna College of Art 
and Design, earning a BFA 
in graphic design & digital 
media and has been working 
on a variety of projects since 
graduating, from product 
design, packaging, print, 
digital marketing, and large 
scale installation and printing. 
When she is not working at 
the museum she is working on 
other freelance design projects.  
She also teaches yoga part time.

Fallback 
Festival
On November 6th, our 
museum participated in the 
Fallback Festival hosted by The 
Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation. The annual event 
aims to advance their mission 
of preserving the history and 
culture of the Gaslamp Quarter.  
Due to our proximity to the 
festival site, over the years, 
participating has provided 
a perfect opportunity for us 
to enrich this community 
event. This year’s edition 
(the fi rst in-person event 
at this scale since the start 
of the pandemic in 2020), 
drew in many participants.  
At our booth, we were able 
to share museum brochures 
and facilitate archaeological 
explorations directed to 
children through our Dig to 
Discover activity. We had about 
twenty young archeologists 
take the opportunity to 
uncover artifacts that had been 
locally uncovered in the old 
Chinatown.  Overall, the event 
was a great way to get in touch 
with the public and have them 
become familiar with our new 
operating hours, as well as our 
education programs. 

Kristof Marsolais
Registrar

Paulina Serra
Graphic Designer



Docent Workshop
By Lily Tou Birminghamm

After our fi rst combination of virtual and on-site 
docent training program fi nished in July this year, our 
docents have been busy giving tours to the visitors. 
The life of docents is continuing learning. Therefore, 
we will start the monthly Docent Workshop in 
January, 2023. The workshop will help docents 
to learn from each other and coordinate museum 
activities better.

The fi rst session will focus on the walking tour of 
the Asian Pacifi c Historical District (APHD). Both 
Michael Yee and Amie Garapich, our veteran walking 
tour docents, will participate to give advice. This will 
enable the museum to off er the walking tour monthly 
on a Saturday morning as we did before Covid. 
Visitors will need to register on-line for the walking 
tour. Please check our website for details. If no one 
signed up for that month, the tour would be canceled.

The Second Docent Workshop will focus on school 
programs. We covered fi ve topics of the virtual 
presentation program during the training in June. 
Since we just resumed the on-site fi eld trip for 
schools, we need to prepare our docents. During the 
fi eld trip, the students will receive a museum tour 
and then a hands-on project. During the follow-up 
Workshops, we will cover 7 hands-on projects that are 
options for the teachers to select. They are:

• Dig to discover or Archeology
• Scavenger hunt 
• Calligraphy
• Fan making
• Paper cutting 
• Zhezhi (traditional Chinese paper folding)
• Chinese Zodiac crafts

There will be diff erent topics for the following 
workshops each month.

We Need More Docents!
We need more docents to support our various 
programs. Please spread the word. Here is our new 
Docent Training process.

- You can start at any time by signing up as a volunteer 
wanting to be a docent, and get a mentor assigned.
- You can review all the fi les and recordings on our 
Google Drive “docent training folder” to learn at your 
convenience.
-You will follow your mentor or other docents in tours 
for a minimum of three months and 10 visits to the 
museum. 
- You will be scheduled to give a sample tour to a 
group of three people including Linda DiBenedetto for 
evaluation.

- You will become a docent or continue studying and 
try the sample tour again. Th en, you will be a docent.

I hope this training process is simple for anyone who 
wants to become a docent at our museum. We need 
your help!
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Notes

Dr. Hung-Chao “Paul” Tai.

Hung-Chao was born in 1929 in Linru County, 
Henan Province to Tai Mingchuan and to Zhang 
Duanjie.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
National Taiwan University in 1954 in political 
science; and his master’s and PhD at the University 
of Illinois in 1961 after winning a scholarship for 
graduate study in the United States. While at Illinois, 
Hung-Chao met fellow student Julia Ming-Jen Chow 
whom he married in 1960. 

He began his teaching career at Montana State 
University, later working at the National Taiwan 
University, and, then, the University of Michigan.  
Starting in 1962, he began his tenure at the 
University of Detroit, where he was a popular and 
respected professor in political economy, rural 
development and international aff airs until 1993. 

Professor Tai moved with Julia to San Diego after 
retiring.  He was an active member of the San Diego 
Chinese Historical Society and Museum, serving on 
the Board of Directors.  He also served as President 
of the American Society of China Scholars until his 
death.

The SDCHM shares wishes of comfort with Julia 
Eve, Helen, Michael, and Audrey in the absence of 
your husband, father, and grandfather.nce of your 
husband, father, and grandfather.

Kwan So 苏君乐 

We recently lost a great friend and supporter of 
the museum.  Mr. So Kwan Lok passed away on 
November 8, 2022, in La Jolla.  He was 89 years old. 

Born in Hong Kong, Mr. So studied mechanical 
engineering, earning a master’s degree from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1964.  After 
retiring, both he and Marion, his wife, have been 
very active in the San Diego community and at the 
University of California San Diego, where Kwan was 
a founder of the 21st Century China at the School of 
Global Policy and Strategy.  

The So family have been very supportive of the 
museum over the years, getting involved in the 1990’s.  
They were notable contributors to the museum 
expansion fund in the early 2000’s, lending support 
to eff orts to purchase and retrofi t the fi rst fl oor 
corner property of the Pacifi c Terrace Condominium 
Complex, today’s Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial 
Extension, where the lobby was named after Madame 
Ho Kam Yung, Marion’s mother.

The SDCHM shares wishes of comfort with Marion, 
Annie, and John in the absence of your husband 
and father.

We are sad to note the passage of two important museum community members
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Thank You Donors
Museum Donors 
Since January 2022

Han Level ($10,000+)
American Society of China Scholars
(in memory of Dr. Hung-Chao “Paul” Tai 
戴鸿超)

Tang Level ($5,000+)
Lily Tou Birmingham
Judith Rubenstein
Robert Stein

Song Level ($2,000+)
Tom Teh Hsuang Lee
Sheldon Lou
Woon-Wah Siu

Yuan Level ($1,000+)
Li-Rong Lilly Cheng
Polly Liew
Andrew Wang
Sherwin Wang
Winifred Wong Chase

Ming Level ($500+)
Association for Preserving Historical 
Accuracy of Foreign Invasions in China
Michael Quin
Joseph Wong

Qing Level ($100+)
Marilyn Adams
Gail Braverman
Miranda Cheng
Diane Carlos
Winifred Cox
Siu-Fong Evens
Teresa Heflin
Barbara Hollowell
Mark Johannson
Sha-Li Lin

MUSEUM FOUNDERS:
Sally Tsui Wong-Avery
Dorothy Hom

DIRECTOR EMERITUS:
Alexander Chuang

CURATOR EMERITUS OF CHINESE 
AMERICAN HISTORY:
Murray Lee

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Li-Rong Lilly Cheng, Chairperson
Sheldon Lou, Vice Chairperson
Yi Sun, Secretary
Lily Tou Birmingham, Treasurer
Lynn Chou
Lillian Chu
Catherine Jones
Polly Liew
Michael McQuary
Jack Meng
Robert Stein

ADVISORY BOARD:
Dr. Niyi Coker, Director of the School of 
Theatre, Television, and Film, San Diego 
State University
Chris Chan, Director of San Diego City 
Council Communications
Matthew Crisci, author and marketing 
executive
Heath Fox, Executive Director of the La 
Jolla Historical Society
Woon-Wah Siu, Attorney at Law (retired)
Sandra A. Wawrytko, Professor in the 
Department of Philosophy at San Diego 
State University

NEWSLETTER EDITORS:
Li-Rong Lilly Cheng & Lily Tou Birmingham

NEWSLETTER LAYOUT:
Paulina Serra

Janice Lowenberg
Shirley McClure
Courtenay McGowan
Virginia Olsen
Hsien-Ning Tou
Peter Rosen
Anne Rosser
Arnold Saltzman
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PARTNERS

SUPPORTERS

In Memory of Dr. Howard Rubenstein
Author of the book and lyrics for 

Romance of the Western Chamber

MUSEUM STAFF:
Lily Tou Birmingham
Interim Director
Robert Stein
Interim Director
Elizabeth Hensley Chaney
Programs Coordinator
Mu-Ting Huang
Financial Analyst Intern
Kristof Marsolais
Registrar
Paulina Serra
Graphic Designer
Yessenia Perez
Education Outreach 
Coordinator

VOLUNTEERS

Joseph Ahlstrom
Allie Arnell
Vivian Biely
Diane Carlos
Lynn Chou
Linda DiBenedetto
Catherine Jones
Polly Liew
I-Shin Liu
Sheldon Lou
Jack Meng
Michaela Myjak

Virginia Olsen
Chia-Hui Shih
Karen Soohoo
Robert Stein
Yi Sun 
Ziya Sun
Jianxia Tu
Jenwei Wang
Michel Yee
Neil Yang
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SAN DIEGO CHINESE HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
404 THIRD AVENUE
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

(619) 338-9888 

https://sdchm.org/
info@sdchm.org
@thesdchm
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