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All Members, Ministers

Welcome, Everyone!

We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding anything,
one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission
“to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also
believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If you are a
parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child in
worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in worship is a joy
that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to become
active members in Christ’s body.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people with-
out regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.
To indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to
come forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.
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Second Sunday of Easter
INTRODUCTION
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and
questions, we experience the resurrection in onr Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives.
Thronghout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the

frst letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living
hope we receive in baptism.

PRELUDE /
T

The assembly stands.

+ GATHERING +

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

C Amen.

P Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

P Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters of “Lakes” Jackson, Talquin and Bradford that nourish
us. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and

sorrow. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

C Amen.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Wt

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Let us pray.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S TIME

H

{

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:6-12

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their
fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of jus-
tice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

¢Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with
the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard. °Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall
cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,

10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisty the needs of the afflicted, then your light
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. ! The LORD will guide you
continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall
be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail. 12 Your ancient ruins
shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



PSALM:  Psalm 16  We sing the psalm responsivel.

:éﬂ * . o ln s ® 0

Leader !Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”

C 2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.

1. 3 But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.

C 41 will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips.

L >0 Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.

C ¢ My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.

L 71 will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.

C 8] have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.

L 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.

C 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.

L 1 You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
for- | evermore.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

Amen.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to enconrage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith in
Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid diffi-

cult circumstances and surroundings.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead #and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, >who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. ¢ In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ? for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy
Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.

P The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 2> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this
book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

Quiet reflection.

The assembly stands.
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HYMN OF THE DAY 618  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Merciful God,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE
A The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

12



OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, inciuding caring for those in need. We

Stephen Saint
F + @Stephen-Saint
i l e, 3 o _:.r
.,

Use this QR Code
to connect to
Venmo for a dona-
tion to St. Stephen.
Code 5469.

welcome you to place your gift in the offering plate near the baptismal font, mail it to the church,
or by using the Venmo QR Code to the right.

ANTHEM

“Now the Green Blade Rises” — arr. Hopson

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;

Love is come again like wheat arising green.

In the grave they laid him, Love by hatred slain,
Thinking that he would never wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:

Love is come again like wheat arising green.

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;

Love is come again, like wheat arising green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been:

Love is come again, like wheat arising green.
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OFFERING HYMN

ELW 870 (verse 7)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymmn as the collection and the gifts are bronght forward.

We Praise You, O God
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Text: Julia C. Cory, |882-1963
Music: KREMSER, A. Valerius, Nederlandisch Gedenchelanck, 1626

14




GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The assembly is seated.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle. T'he

assisting ministers offer both wine (first) and grape juice (second) from pouring cups. Take a communion glass
from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the lower rail. W heat

free wafers are available, simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 726  1.ight Dawns on a Weary World
684  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace

The assembly stands.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to

bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
C Amen.

The assembly is seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands.
+ SENDING +

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, "I bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 715 Christ, Be Our Light —>

DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.
A Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
++ +

Sundays and Seasons v.20200805.1416
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved
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SENDING HYMN 715 Christ, Be Our Light
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Calendar for April 12 - April 19

April 12 Sun. 9:30 am Choir rehearsal

10 am Worship, Second Sunday of Easter

15 Wed. 7 pm Choir rehearsal

16 Thurs. 10 am Bible Study

April 19 Sun. 9 am Bible study
9:30 am Choir rehearsal

10 am Worship, Third Sunday of Easter

SPECIAL GUEST TODAY
Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Bussie, preaching
SERVING EVERY SUNDAY
Pastor Tom Holdcraft, presiding
Katharine Gossman, piano
Karl Barton, flute
Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, Lawana Lamb
-Daniels, Simone Schuster, Sylvia Smith, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White.

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving April 12 April 19
Assisting Minister Kirsten Ebbesen Audrey Post
Cup Minister Colleen Holdcraft Rob Schiffer
Cantor Rudy Hehn Karl Barton
Lector Erik Robinson Astrid van der Mark
Acolyte
Colin Hackley Audrey Post
Tech Team Mark Greeley Loraine Sundberg
Ann DelRossi Jacob Nallapu
Ushers Jacob Nallapu Bob Eshleman
. Anita Sawh Linda Eshleman
Altar Guild Rita Ford Barbara Sullivan
Counters Billie Reardon Susan Warren
Y Loraine Sundberg Margaret Bowers
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDulftie (sister of Rob Schiffer).

In treatment for cancer: Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Linda Bobbitt, (friend of Cheryl
Stuart) diagnosed with metasticized breast cancer.; David McManus (friend of Audrey Post);
Shannon Miller (friend of Barb O’Donnell); Pat Yeager (sister of Sue Canning); Roger
Stombert (friend of Margaret Bowers).

Health and protection: For Frank “Ramy” Meyers returning home, following broken leg.
For those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts and the future of Medicaid.
For immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in the United States to be
safe and secure without unnecessary deportations.

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Jan Harrison and family following the death of her son, Wayne
Harrison; Jeanette Sickel and family following the death of her cousin, Elaine Harris; Rick
Bobbitt (friend of Cheryl Stuart), our shared sympathy on his death; Sharon Simmons and
family following the death of her sister, Sue Berent; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson),
in need of encouragement; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Allana Lochan-Tekaram
(sister of Anita Sawh and Rita Ford), for hormone imbalance; Walt Steinvorth (friend of Rob
Schiffer), suffering from pericarditis and vestibular neuritis and learning to cope with dizziness
and severe equilibrium problems; Karen Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine;
peace in Gaza and the Middle East.
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Next Sunday’s Readings, Third Sunday of Easter:

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

1 Peter 1:17-23 %Q

Luke 24:13-35

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory you
would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by signing
up for the 2026 Flower Chart located on the sidewalk near the narthex. The cost is $40, and you
can place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St. Stephen
songs? They're at hetps://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.

Jan and Jerry Harrison donated today's altar flowers

to the glory of God
in memory of their beloved son, Wayne.

CHURCH COUNCIL

President, Denise Bookwalter

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels | Outreach, Sharon Simmons

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover

Communications, Colleen Holdcraft 2L2Y0uth, Graham Reece
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