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_________________________All Members, Ministers____________________________ 
  

Welcome, Everyone! 
We are glad to have you with us this morning.  If you need assistance in finding 
anything, one of our ushers will be glad to help you.  
  
Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the  
sanctuary.  Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door.  Unisex bathrooms are available 
through the kitchen in the office area. Please do not leave children under 12 unattended. 
  
“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s 
mission “to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. 
We also believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If 
you are a parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage 
your child in worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in 
worship is a joy that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as 
they learn to become active members in Christ’s body. A nursery is available if parent or 
guardian desires. See usher for details. 
  
Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.  
  
All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book 
and numbered by hymn, not page.  
  
For safety we no longer pass the offering plate. Financial gifts can be placed in the plate by 

the baptismal font.  

  
St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that 
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people 
without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing 

abilities. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to receive the sacrament.  Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is  

present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.  

Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.  To 

indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest.  If you are not able to come 

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you. 



INTRODUCTION 

  

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has miraculous 
potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy 
baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them 
with thanksgiving.  
  

 

WELCOME 

   

PRELUDE   

  

The assembly stands.  

     + Gathering + 

  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our 
keeper.  

  

Congregation: Amen. 

  

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

  

P Merciful and loving God,  

  

C we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about 

your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and 

forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 

 Amen. 

   

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world 

to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your 
sins are forgiven! 

  
 C Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN ACS 1048  Founded on Faith 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

GREETING 

  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

C And also with you. 

 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

 

 P Let us pray. 

  

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
 strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love 
 our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord. 
  

  

    C Amen. 

  

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

 
 

+ WORD + 
  

 

 

FIRST READING Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can a 
good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by      
proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
  
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you 

will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see 
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and 

contention arise. 4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked       
surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 2:1I will stand at my 
watchpost and station myself  on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 

and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the Lord answered me and said: 

Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a 
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of  the end and does not lie. If  it seems to  tarry, wait 

for it;  it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in 
them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
  
  



Reader  The Word of  the Lord. 

 

C  Thanks be to God. 

  

 PSALM:  Psalm 37:1-9  We sing the psalm responsively. 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 

Leader    1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

    do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

  

C 2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

    and like the green grass | fade away. 

  

L 3 Put your trust in the Lord | and do good; 

    dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 

C 4 Take delight | in the Lord, 

    who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  

  

L  5 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord, 

    and see what | God will do. 

  

C 6 The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

    and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 

  

L 7 Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently. 

    Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds  

 in | evil schemes. 

  

C 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

    do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 

  

L 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

    but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the land. 

  

    Spoken after the psalm is sung:  
 

Amen. 

 



 
 

SECOND READING:    2 Timothy 1:1-14 

  

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of  encouragement. In the face of  hardship and       
persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of  God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with 
the help of  the Holy Spirit. 
  

1 Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God, for the sake of  the promise of  life that 

is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child:  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
3 I am grateful to God - whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did when I 

remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you 

so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of  your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 

your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this 
reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of  God that is within you through the laying on of  

my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of  cowardice but   rather a spirit of  power and 

of  love and of  self-discipline. 8 Do not be ashamed, then, of  the testimony about our Lord 
or of  me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of  

God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 
according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before 

the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of  our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this 
reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my 
trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to 

him. 13 Hold to the standard of  sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of  the 
Holy Spirit living in us. 
  

  

      

R The Word of  the Lord. 

  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

  The assembly stands.  

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

  

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of  faith and the duties of  discipleship. 
He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of  servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than 
works seeking reward. 
  
       

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the Seventeenth chapter. 

  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If  you had faith 
the size of  a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 

the sea,’ and it would obey you.   7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just 
come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place 

at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron 

and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for 

doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were   ordered 
to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
  
 

P The gospel of  the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 

The assembly is seated. 

 



SERMON  We encounter the living word of  God in the preaching. 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1063  God of the Fertile Fields 

  

 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

A Let us confess our faith. 

  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of  the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

 saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

 

Each petition ends:  God of  grace. 

  

Congregational response:  Receive our prayer. 

    

 

 PEACE 

  

P The peace of  Christ be with you always. 

  

 C And also with you. 

  

 We greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace. 

  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

+ MEAL + 

  

 

 

OFFERING  

  

An offering is presented for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 

 

ANTHEM "Amazing Grace"   -arr. Proulx 

 

 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

 That saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found, 

 Was blind, but now I see. 

 

 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

 And grace my fears relieved; 

 How precious did that grace appear 

 The hour I first believed! 

 

 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

 I have already come; 

 'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far; 

 And grace will lead me home. 

 

 The Lord has promised good to me, 

 His word my hope secures; 

 He will my shield and portion be 

 As long as life endures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING HYMN  531 The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing (vs. 1)  

  

 

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  

P The Lord be with you. 

  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

 places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

 Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  

 glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks.  

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, 
 and gave thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, 
 saying:  Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

  

P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

  

  

  

The assembly is seated.   

  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 
aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both wine and grape juice from pouring cups. Take a communion glass 
from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the lower rail. Wheat-
free wafers are available -- simply tell the pastor. If you do not wish to receive the meal, simply fold your arms 
over your chest to receive a blessing from the pastor. 
  

  COMMUNION HYMNS  476  Thee We Adore, O Savior 

535  Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 

  

 

        

    
 The assembly stands.   

 

 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

A Let us pray. 
   

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 

 We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

  

  

  

C Amen. 

  

 

+ SENDING + 

  

 

BLESSING    We receive the blessings of the triune God. 

  

 

P The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
  
 

  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



SENDING HYMN  550  On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 

  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
  

C Thanks be to God! 

   

+ + + 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar for October 5 – October 12 

5  Sun.      9:00 am Bible study 

     9:30 am Choir practice      

    10:00 am Worship, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   11:30 am  Rev. Ana L. Lugo in HH   

    

8  Wed.    7:00 pm Choir practice 

   

12   Sun.      9:00 am Bible study 

     9:30 am Choir practice      

    10:00 am Worship, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
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Today’s altar flowers are dedicated  
to the glory of God 

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving October 5 October 12 

Assisting Minister Colleen Holdcraft Rob Schiffer 

Cup Minister Beth Alexander Rita Ford 

Cantor Isabel Barton Simone Schuster 

Lector Mark Greeley Mark Bertolami 

Acolyte  Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover 

Tech Team Loraine Sundberg 
Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Ben Bush  

Mark Greeley 

Ushers Bob Eshleman 
Ann Del Rossi  

Jan Harrison 
Patrick Kennell 

Altar Guild Rita Ford 
Anita Sawh 

Sandy Lamb-Daniels 
Lawana Lamb-Daniels 

Counters 
Margaret Bowers 

Loraine Sundberg    

Patricia Handschey 
Rob Schiffer  

 

 

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita 
Ford, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, 
Lawana Lamb-Daniels, Sandy Ness, Simone Schuster, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White 
  
  
    

 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

          2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c  

Psalm 111  

2 Timothy 2:8-15  

Luke 17:11-19 

   

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-12/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-10-12/0


 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

 

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); 

Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer). 

  

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons);  

Gordon Fleischer; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & 

Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Gil Johnson 

(friend of Judi Duffy); David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of 

Barb O’Donnell); Timothy Stewart (son of Pepper Stewart). 

 

Health and protection: For those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts 

and the future of Medicaid. For immigrants and refugees who are working and raising 

families in the United States to be safe and secure without unnecessary deportations.  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Margarete 

Deckert (mother of Caroline Collins), ongoing prayers for strength as she is recovering from 

illness; Donna Dickson Miller (friend of Audrey Post), facing health challenges;  

Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart), Donna Schiffer for the passing of her sister. 

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all  

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works;  Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, 

Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Gaza and the Middle East. 

  

 

 

  

  

 



 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FLOWER CHART FOR 2025: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2025 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit  

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of St. 

Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President, Denise Bookwalter 

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer 

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels  Outreach, Sharon Simmons 

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover 

Communications, Audrey Post Youth, Graham Reece 



Meet and Greet with Rev. Ana 
  
 
I am the Rev. Ana L. Lugo, Gift Planner for the ELCA Foundation to the Florida-Bahamas 
and Southeastern Synods. I’m happy to be joining you at St. Stephen today.  I want to invite 
you to listen to my presentation “Planning Your Charitable Legacy Gifts: How It Works!” I 
will be illustrating how bequest language works; how charitable gift annuities and charitable  
remainder trusts work; the benefits of giving from appreciated stocks; using your IRA for 
your charitable gifts; and more. 
 
 Throughout your life you have financially supported your church and other organizations. 
With charitable legacy gifts, your support will continue beyond your years. I  listen to what 
you wish to do and — utilizing different charitable vehicles, IRS rules and state laws — help 
figure out the best way to accomplish your goals. 
  
There are no products or services to sell, and there is no charge for help. It  is my ministry to 
serve. The size of your estate does not matter; it is what you want to accomplish with what 
you have to give that matters. You may call or email me anytime you wish to talk or work on 
your legacy gifts. 
 
 Rev. Ana L. Lugo 
Mobile (904) 219-2769; Office (773) 380-2997 
Ana.Lugo@ ELCA.org 
Foundation.elca.org 
  

 


