ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JUNE 22, 2025

10 A.M.



St. Stephen Lutheran Church
(850) 385-2728, Office
sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com, Email http:/ /www.ststephenlutherantally.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor
Katharine Gossman, Music Director Lori Zengel, Office Manager
All Members, Ministers

Welcome, Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding
anything, one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area. Please do not leave children under 12 unattended.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s
mission “to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays.
We also believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If
you are a parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage
your child in worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in
worship is a joy that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as
they learn to become active members in Christ’s body. A nursery is available if parent or
guardian desires. See usher for details.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book
and
numbered by hymn, not page.

For safety we no longer pass the offering plate. Financial gifts can be placed in the plate by
the baptismal font.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people
without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing
abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To
indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to come

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.




INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated celebration of
holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes

again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. ?(‘*
O
+ Gathering +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.
P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of
life. Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross
of b Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY :;:E
P Let us pray. v
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set

us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9

The prophet annonnces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and images of practices
that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, God will use
Israel’s excile to establish a new community of the faithful.

'T was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not
seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my name. *T held out
my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good,

following their own devices; * a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in
gardens and offering incense on bricks; * who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret
places; who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; > who say,

“Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”

These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. ° See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps " their iniquities and
their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord; because they offered incense on the
mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their
actions. ® Thus says the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy
them all. T will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inhetitors of my

mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 22:19-28 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader " But you, O Lord, be not ! far away;
O my help, hasten ! to my aid.



C ? Deliver me ! from the sword,
my life from the power ! of the dog.

L 2 Save me from the ! lion’s mouth!

From the horns of wild bulls you have ! rescued me.

C *1 will declare your name ! to my people;
in the midst of the assembly ! I will praise you.

L »You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s ! line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel.

C **For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither
is the Lord’s face hid- | den from them;
but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them.

L * From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who ! fear the Lord.

C *'The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts ! live

forever!

L 77 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn ! to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow ! before God.

C * For dominion belongs ! to the Lord,

who rules o- ! ver the nations.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
Amen.

SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. 'Those
who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class,

or gender in_favor of true unity in Christ.



»Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith

would be revealed. * Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. * But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, * for in Christ Jesus you ate all children of God through faith. *” As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. ** There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all

of you are one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s

offspring, heirs according to the promise.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and bis authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who witness
Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony

to God’s mercy and power.

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

**Then [Jesus and his disciples] artived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. " As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a

long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. * When



he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—> for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had
seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) * Jesus then asked him, “What
is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. *' They begged him

not to order them to go back into the abyss.

*>Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. » Then the demons came out of
the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and

was drowned.

*When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in
the country. » Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to
Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.

*Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had
been healed. > Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned.
*The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus
sent him away, saying, *’ “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for

you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870 (verse 1)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymmn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
T
- - 7
JU 1 P 1 | i =l Ii '!
I We praise you, O God, our re - deem - er, cre - a - tor;
9] . \ \ .
| I | 1 | T I 1
- ™ h :-- 'IJ - Ial
(ORI - | H ¥ H  —
J r ! ' J I
in grate - ful de - wvo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
0 & . . . . —
[ = | —1 —= 1 1 T—1 | — j—
yte e £ % e e e 2, e,
J Y i 1 [
We lay it be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore you;
n “ 4 [— N
- — 1 | e h—t—1 T — H
D e e == i
Y e ==
we bless your ho - ly  name; glad  prais - es we  sing.

Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER. A, Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626



GREAT THANKSGIVING
p The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

p The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. "The assisting ministers offer both wine and grape juice from pouring cups. Take a communion glass

from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the lower rail. Wheat-

free wafers are available -- simply tell the pastor. If you do not wish to receive the meal, simply fold your arms

over your chest to receive a blessing from the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 523

468  Around You, O Lord Jesus

The assembly stands.

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love

in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.
+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 886 O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O lallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071785, ale.
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& To God all glory, praise, and love

Musie: ALMON, Car] Go Glizer, | 78d= 1829, arr, Lowel]l Mazon, 1792=1872

be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.




DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

++ +
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Calendar for June 22 - 29

June 22 Sun. 9 am Book study
10 am Worship, Second Sunday after Pentecost
29 Sun. 9 am Book study
10 am Worship, Third Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Third Sunday after Pentecost:
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Qﬁg

Luke 9:51-62

Today’s altar flowers are dedicated

to the glory of God.
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SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching

Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, Sandy

Ness, Simone Schuster, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY
Serving June 22 June 29
Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Kirsten Ebbesen
Cup Minister Rita Ford Rob Schiffer
Cantor Susan Hehn Rudy Hehn
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Erik Robinson
Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover
Sylvia Smith
Tech Team ) yvia Smi i
Cindy Suhrweir
Bob Eshleman Jan Harrison
Ushers . .
Patrick Kennell Patrick Kennell
. Rita Ford
Altar Guild Beth Alexander
Susan Warren
Kirsten Ebbesen Lorraine Sundberg
Counters .
Billie Reardon Susan Warren




PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Prayers for healing for Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins) as she is

in the hospital with pneumonia

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura
McDuttie (sister of Rob Schitfer).

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons);

Gordon Fleischer; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin
Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi
Duffy); David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb O’Donnell);
Timothy Stewart (son of Pepper Stewart).

Health and protection: For those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts
and the future of Medicaid. For immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in

the United States to be safe and secure without unnecessary deportations.
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Margarete
Deckert (mother of Caroline Collins), ongoing prayers for strength as she is recovering from
illness; Donna Dickson Miller (friend of Audrey Post), facing health challenges; Gladys Kane for
continued healing; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine;
peace in Gaza and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUMMER HYMN REQUEST: Do you have a hymn you would like to hear this
summer? Just fill out a form in the narthex and drop it in the offering plate. You can also

email the request directly to Lori.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2025: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2025 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
hutps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St.
Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.



