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ST. STEPHEN THIS WEEK

FALL BACK
= Holy smokes, where did the time go? It’s almost November. It’s
: ¢ ,,. almost time to set our clocks back one hour. That magic
\ ﬁ moment arrives this Saturday night, when you slip into your
Martin Luther jammies. And in the morning, when you arrive at
church, the sanctuary will be sunnier than it was last Sunday.

TAKING THE POTLUCK OUTSIDE

By Pastor Tom

Nothing says Reformation Sunday like trumpets, food and
the color red! St. Stephen celebrated the day with a joyful
reflection on our heritage, including worship and a
congregational photo. The rain held off, so our Care and
Hospitality team set up tables and chairs in the yard for a
picnic after the service and Colin Hackley’s expert
photography. People brought plenty of delicious food,
and we had super-sized plates to ensure everyone got
enough without needing to return to Hingst Hall for refills. Though I think | went
back for seconds on a couple of things! Erik Robinson said, “Protestant Luther
[aka ‘chubby’ Luther] would have been proud.” (Look in next week’s newsletter
to see the 2025 congregational photo!)

SPEAKING OF PHOTOS...

For a while now, our lobby walls have needed a pick-me-up. So what could we
hang there? Photos from the life of St. Stephen seemed a natural choice. And
we just happen to have a professional photographer who’s been capturing life
at our church for decades. Result? Well, 20 of Colin’s splendid photos are now
displayed in four frames on the largest wall. (Two of the frames are pictured
here.) As you know, Colin is no braggart. So just to be clear: This project was
certainly not his idea. But he acquiesced, thank goodness. St. Stephen has
never looked better. Go take a peek and see how we look through his lens.

Continued on pg. 2



Continued from pg. 1

ANOTHER HEAPING HELPING OF SCRIPTURE

By Pastor Tom

We welcome Rabbi Garland back to St. Stephen to share in fellowship as we
“Eat Through the Scriptures” under his direction - and featuring
Middle Eastern cuisine. Please mark your calendars for 3-5 p.m.
Nov. 9 in the Hingst Fellowship Hall. The link for registration to the
class can be found here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eating-through-the-scriptures-w-rabbi-
garland-tickets-1755744241289

SOCK SUCCESS

Outreach coordinator Sharon Simmons sends a big, BIG “Thank you!” to

o everyone who participated in the sock drive for clients at the
& Kearney Center. How many socks are we talking about? Prepare

to be dazzled: You donated 86 pairs of socks for women and 149
pairs for men! As the weather turns cooler, we all can appreciate
a good pair of socks. Nicely done, St. Stephen.

COMING SOON: NOISY OFFERING

By Pastor Tom

Is your loose-change dish overflowing? It's been a couple of months since
our last Noisy Offering. The Nov. 9 collection will go to the St. Stephen Peace
and Justice Endowment Fund, as the committee prepares for grant

releases in 2026. Thank you for your generosity!
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Reminder: Young Actors Theatre tickets are on sale or available to reserve now.
“The Little Mermaid” is completely double-cast, so when you log in or call for
seats, please note that the Reece boys are in Cast Mermaid. If you can't make it
to one of their shows, please go and see the other cast, Cast Little! They are all
amazing! The Reece boys’ shows are:
Nov.2@ 7 p.m.
Nov.8 @7
Nov.9 @1 %
Nov.13 @ 7 \
Nov. 14 @7 - S
Nov.15 @ 1 ¢ %,,ﬁ“”
Nov.16 @ 7 N

For details, visit https://youngactorstheatre.com/show/2025-2026-season/the-
little-mermaid/.

TO BE CONTINUED: EXCERPT
FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON

Today, we commemorate Martin Luther and the launch of the Reformation, but it
will be for naught if we do not continue in Jesus’ word. “Continue in my word,”
Jesus said. At Bible study, in small-group fellowship, at lunch with a friend, on
walks through nature, at worship - continue in Jesus’ word. Then you will truly
be His disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.
You see, freedom comes after discipleship, and after knowing truth.

So where are you? Are you stuck at continuing in Jesus’ word? Or have you
gotten there and balk at the discipleship part that brings us to the knowing of
the truth? It is even possible to be past these two points but still unwilling to be
made free.

Can you imagine that? We could actually be ready for Christ’s freedom, but
unaware of being in slavery. Today may be the day for you to have the freedom
promised by Jesus. That Truth is pursuing you and me. Jesus is coming to us.

BEFORE YOU GO...

e Sunday, from 4 to 5 p.m., the interfaith prayer vigil for immigration justice
will continue at the Historic Capitol steps.

¢ Need the contact information for a St. Stephen member? Use your digital
directory. Don’t have it on your phone? Office Manager Rita can fix you up.

e Please remember that you can look up past sermons or newsletters that
you missed. Visit our website: https://ststephenlutherantally.com/.

e If you have an anniversary, birthday, special memory or special St. Stephen
person or program you’d like to honor, celebrate by sponsoring the altar
flowers for our service. Sign up on the flower chart, out by the name tags,
or ask Rita to sign you up. Include the $40 with your regular offering. And
then take the flowers home!
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Bern Mustian - 10/30
Jen Reece - 11/02
Paul van der Mark - 11/06
Hector Quinones - 11/07
Barbara Sullivan - 11/07
Daniel Martinez -11/10
Mark Warren - 11/13
Elliot Reece -11/14
Cheryl Stuart - 11/14
Marda Messick - 11/20
Cindy Suhrweir - 11/21

COMING UP

Today:
Noon - Al-Anon meets in Pastor Emory Hingst Memorial Fellowship Hall, aka

Hingst Hall (HH)
7 p.m. - AA meets in HH

This Friday:
9:30 a.m. - TOPS meets in HH

This Sunday:
9 a.m. - Bible study

9:30 a.m. - Choir practice
10 a.m. - Worship: All Saints Sunday

Monday., November 03:
5 p.m. - TIMA meets in HH

Tuesday, November 04:
5 p.m. - NA meets in HH

Wednesday. November 05:
5 p.m. - TIMA meets in HH

7 p.m. - Choir

SERVING THIS WEEK

Pastor Tom, Preaching and Presiding; Kirsten Ebbesen, Assisting Minister; Rita
Ford, Cup Minister; Violet Greeley, Lector; Ben Bush and Sandy Lamb-Daniels,
Tech Team; Beth Alexander, Altar Guild; Margaret Bowers and Patricia
Handschy, Counters; Karl Barton, Cantor; Denise Bookwalter, Announcements

If you have news or photos to share,
please send them to Rita at
sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.

Don’t forget our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.
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