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LOOK AT THESE        
LOVELY LUTHERANS! 

St. Stephen, you’ve never looked redder. That’s what happens when you    

schedule the annual congregational photo on Reformation Sunday. Fantastic! 

Your homework assignment is to see how many of these fine faces you can 

identify … and how many of us were absent. (Photo, as always, by Colin Hackley 

— who never gets to be in the picture. Let him know how much you appreciate 

his dedication.) 

 

 

GIFTS GIVEN OUT OF LOVE 
Dear St. Stephen, 

It is with joy that I can bring greetings to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. As most of you know, we will begin our 2026 stewardship campaign this 

month. During this season of deep gratitude and reflection, the Church Council, 

the Finance Committee and I wish for you to consider the meaning of           

stewardship. It is not simply about money. Faithful stewardship is about heart, 

trust and vision. Stewardship is our response to God’s overflowing  

generosity to humankind. 
 

Everything we have is a gift from God! When we give back to St. Stephen, we 

are not losing something; we are participating in active worship. Your gifts    

provide a safe space for prayer, singing, fellowship and experiencing the      

Gospel. They also provide a connection for people who can’t be with us      

physically to participate through technology. This unique congregation           

promotes equality, unity and advocacy. Ministries are sustained to feed the  

hungry, visit the sick, nurture learning by exploring other faiths, and provide 

space on our campus for groups doing good things in the community. Through 

our shared generosity, God transforms individual gifts into lasting blessings. 
 

As we look forward to 2026, I encourage you to reflect prayerfully on how you 

can support the mission and ministry of St. Stephen. It might be through       

consistent tithing, acts of service, sharing a talent, or increased giving because 

you’ve been blessed by good fortune. My prayer is that whatever it is, it is given 

out of love, not obligation or duty. 
 

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful prayer and for your love for this     

special community. May our stewardship reflect our gratitude for all that God 

has done and continues to do for us. 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Tom Holdcraft 



‘I JOIN THEM IN SPIRIT’ 
Former member   

Austin Newberry’s       

Facebook post  

from All Saints Day 

Apart from my family, 

most of the people 

I've known and cared 

deeply for and who 

have died lie here [at 

Saint Meinrad   

Archabbey in Indiana, 

where Austin was a 

student for five years 

and a monk for 15]. It 

may seem odd or 

even a bit morbid, but 

one aspect of the    

lingering sadness of having left the monastery is the loss of my spot there 

among them.  
 

Today as the monks process to this holy ground, I join them in spirit,             

remembering the saints who helped make me the person I am today.  
 

“Let them prefer nothing whatever to Christ, and may He bring us all together to 

everlasting life.” (Rule of Benedict) 

LETTING GO: EXCERPT  

FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON 

The best part of [All Saints Day] is payment of respect for those who have      

departed this world, and entered the next. It is knowing the past is of               

remarkable importance. It is also about recognizing where we are going. In this, 

we are careful not to overthink it, become preoccupied by fear, or aroused to 

despair, but to contemplate “the gap of not knowing.” It’s a spiritual practice we 

can learn from the Buddhist tradition. That in time, and with practice, we can 

find deep concentration and a settled mind to face the impermanent nature of 

our physical bodies. The practice of letting go begins to dissipate the everyday 

irritants, concerns, desires and even aversions. The practice leads us to        

embrace the day. 

 

‘EAT THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES’ 
We welcome Rabbi Garland back to St. Stephen to share in fellowship as we 

“Eat Through the Scriptures” under his direction - and featuring    

Middle Eastern cuisine. Please mark your calendars for 3-5 p.m. this 

Sunday in the Hingst Fellowship Hall. The link for registration to the 

class can be found here or let Pastor Tom know if you can come.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eating-through-the-scriptures-w-rabbi-garland-
tickets-1755744241289 

SPEAKING OF EATING… 

Here’s an announcement that Cassandra White made last Sunday 

Seminole Manor is one of our Peace & Justice Endowment Fund grant           

recipients from this past year, 

and they will be coming Nov. 16 

to provide our Ministry Minute. 

But they did have a kind of       

unfortunate incident happen, 

where all of their harvest-ready 

collard greens “disappeared”   

before anyone with the garden 

was able to harvest them. So, if 

you would like to donate a can of 

collard greens by that third    

Sunday, we’d love to be able to 

gift that to them to help supple-

ment the harvest that was taken. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eating-through-the-scriptures-w-rabbi-garland-tickets-1755744241289
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eating-through-the-scriptures-w-rabbi-garland-tickets-1755744241289
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COMING SUNDAY: NOISY OFFERING 

Is your loose-change dish overflowing? It's been a couple of months since our 

last Noisy Offering. This Sunday’s collection will go to the St.         

Stephen Peace & Justice Endowment Fund (mentioned above), as the 

committee prepares for grant releases in 2026. Thank you for your 

generosity!   

VOTE FOR MANNA 

Passed along by Caroline Collins  

Manna on Meridian has been selected by the Beatitude Foundation as one of six 

nominees for #GiveTLH 2025! #GiveTLH, founded by philanthropist and       

businessman Rick Kearney, celebrates local nonprofits making a difference 

across the Big Bend.  

 

Tune in to WCTV every Monday, 5:30-6 p.m., when anchor Ava Van Valen    

highlights each of the six featured organizations. It appears that Manna’s story 

will air Monday, Nov. 17, at 5:30 p.m. - don’t miss it! 

 

Then, from Nov. 18-28, community members can vote to help decide which    

organizations will receive grants of $10,000, $5,000 and $2,500 from the          

Beatitude Foundation to support their missions. Stay tuned for voting instruc-

tions to be announced closer to Nov. 18.  
 

Learn more about #GiveTLH by watching this year's 3-minute kick-off video 

(https://www.wctv.tv/2025/10/07/give-tlh-marks-eighth-year-giving-back-local-

nonprofits-wctv-highlighting-2025-finalists/). 

THE GIVING TREE 

Year after year, Andrea Notley is always here to make this announcement about 

making Christmas brighter for families in need: “The Giving Tree is 

coming soon! It's hard to believe, but it's that time of year again! 

Please let me know if you’re interested in participating this year. My 

phone # is 850-443-5293, you may call or text me.” 

BEFORE YOU GO…  

• Sorry, but no OWLs luncheon next Tuesday. 

• The Worship and Music Committee will meet Sunday in Hingst Hall after the 

worship service. Altar Guild members as well as members of the              

congregation are all welcome.  

• Reminder: Young Actors Theatre tickets for “The Little Mermaid” are on 

sale. The Reece boys are in Cast Mermaid, but whichever cast you see will 

be amazing. The Reece boys’ shows are this Saturday @ 7 p.m., this       

Sunday @ 1, Wednesday @ 7, Nov. 14 @ 7, Nov. 15 @ 1 and Nov. 16 @ 7. 

For details, visit https://youngactorstheatre.com/show/2025-2026-season/

the-little-mermaid/.  

• Sunday, from 4 to 5 p.m., the interfaith prayer vigil for immigration justice 

will continue at the Historic Capitol steps.  

• Need the contact information for a St. Stephen member? Use your digital 

directory. Don’t have it on your phone? Office Manager Rita can fix you up. 

• Please remember that you can look up past sermons or newsletters that 

you missed. Visit our website: https://ststephenlutherantally.com/. 

• If you have an anniversary, birthday, special memory or special St. Stephen 

person or program you’d like to honor, celebrate by sponsoring the altar 

flowers for our service. Sign up on the flower chart, out by the name       

tags, or ask Rita to sign you up. Include the $40 with your regular                      

offering. And then take the flowers home!  

• OK, one last thing: You seasoned St. Stephenites know that, whenever 

there’s a congregational photo, there’s always a companion photo where 

everyone goes a little goofy. That’s the one you’ve been wanting to see, 

right? Here you go. Thanks again, Colin. 

 

https://www.wctv.tv/2025/10/07/give-tlh-marks-eighth-year-giving-back-local-nonprofits-wctv-highlighting-2025-finalists/
https://www.wctv.tv/2025/10/07/give-tlh-marks-eighth-year-giving-back-local-nonprofits-wctv-highlighting-2025-finalists/
https://youngactorstheatre.com/show/2025-2026-season/the-little-mermaid/
https://youngactorstheatre.com/show/2025-2026-season/the-little-mermaid/
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/


Continued from pg. 3 

 

COMING UP 
 

Today: 

Noon - Al-Anon meets in Pastor Emory Hingst Memorial Fellowship Hall, aka 

Hingst Hall (HH) 
  

7 p.m. - AA meets in HH 
 

This Friday: 

9:30 a.m. - TOPS meets in HH 
 

This Sunday: 

9 a.m. - Bible study 

9:30 a.m. -  Choir practice 

10 a.m. - Worship: Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

11:30 am - Worship and Music meeting 

Monday, November 10:  

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in HH 
 

Tuesday, November 11: 

5 p.m. - NA meets in HH  
 

Wednesday, November 12: 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in HH 

7 p.m. -  Choir   

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Rita at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  
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SERVING THIS WEEK  
Pastor Tom, Preaching and Presiding; Rob Schiffer, Assisting Minister; Beth Alex-

ander, Cup Minister; Judi Duffy, Lector; Loraine Sundberg and Mark Greeley, 

Tech Team; Rita Ford and Anita Sawh, Altar Guild; Rob Schiffer and Loraine  

Sundberg, Counters; Karl Barton, Cantor; Denise  Bookwalter, Announcements 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

Paul van der Mark - 11/06 

Hector Quinones - 11/07 

Barbara Sullivan - 11/07 

Daniel Martinez  - 11/10 

Mark Warren - 11/13 

Elliot Reece - 11/14 

Cheryl Stuart -  11/14 
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