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Welcome, Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding anything,
one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area. Please do not leave children under 12 unattended.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission
“to be a welcoming community . . .”” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also
believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If you are a
parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child
in worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in worship is a
joy that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to
become active members in Christ’s body. A nursery is available if parent or guardian desires.
See usher for details.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

For safety we no longer pass the offering plate. Financial gifts can be placed in the plate by
the baptismal font.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people
without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing
abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To
indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to come
forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.




INTRODUCTION

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominons. But
the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in
word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what
is right.”

WELCOME

PRELUDE ?f
L

The assembly stands. "

+ Gathering +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Congregation: Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P Faithful God,

C you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are
stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your
faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject
your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair
our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us
to new life. Amen.



P Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you,* in Christ Jesus yout sins are
forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN 657 Rise, O Sun of Righteousness
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Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT. Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress,




GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ﬁ
P Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong,
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide,
we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME Noisy offering
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+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Job 19:23-27a
Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachz, whose name means “ny messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be

destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God.
' See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave

them neither root nor branch. #* But for you who revere my name the sun of

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 98 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader 'Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done ! marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have ! won the victory.

C >0 Lotd, you have made ! known your victo
Y y ry,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.

L ’You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the ! house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.

C *Shout with joy to the Lord, ! all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- ! joice, and sing.

L >Sing to the Lord ! with the harp,
with the harp and the I voice of song.

C Y With trumpets and the sound ! of the horn
shout with joy before the ! king, the Lozrd.

L "Let the sea roar, and ! all that fills it,
the world and those who ! dwell therein.

C ® Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes
to | judge the earth.
L ’The Lord will judge the ! world with righteousness
and the peo- ! ples with equity.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

Amen.



SECOND READING2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had
ceased 1o work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns
them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

*Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that
they received from us. ” For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, ® and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for
it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of

you. * This was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to
imitate. "’ For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to
work should not eat. " For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. "> Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. * Brothers and sisters, do

not be weary in doing what is right.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19

As bistory moves toward Gods fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers
will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure
without fear.

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty - first chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

>When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ®“As for these things that you see, the days will come
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” "'They asked him,
“Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” * And
he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am
he!” and, ‘The time is neat!” Do not go after them. ’“When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not
follow immediately.” ' Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom; " there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues,
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12¢«But before all this occurs,
they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. " This will give you an
opportunity to testify. '* So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, " for
I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. '* You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and
they will put some of you to death. " You will be hated by all because of my name. ** But not
a hair of your head will perish. * By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

P The gospel of the Lozrd.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1052 When Our World is Rent by 1 iolence
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God,

Congregational response: Your mercy is great .

PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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OFFERING

An offering is presented for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need.

Use this QR Code

To connect to
Venmo for a
donation to St.

Stephen. Cod
ANTHEM  “"Evermore I'll Sing Your Praise" -Lawton/ McCann 5 4662 en.- ~ode

(Refrain)

Evermore I'll sing your praise,
Evermore through endless days.
God of all seasons, right and reason,

Lord of love and endless grace.

In God alone I will find my salvation,
In God I trust and I shall not fear.
God is my song, my Joy, and celebration;

God is my comfort, my strength forever near. (refrain)

And I will tell of the glory of God's kindness,

And I will sing of the glory of God's name.

And I will dwell with the Lord who heals all blindness,
Forever seeking God's light to guide my way. (refrain)



OFFERING HYMN 531

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing (vs. 1)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.
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Text: Geaham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick

THE FEAST IS READY
LM andrelrain



GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not

perish, a taste of life eternal.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central
aisle. "The assisting ministers offer both wine and grape juice from pouring cups. Take a communion glass from
one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the lower rail. Wheat-free

wafers are available - simply tell the pastor. If you do not wish to receive the meal, simply fold your arms over
_your chest to receive a blessing from the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 785 When Peace 1.ike a River

ACS 1069 God Bestows on Every Sense (see next page)

The assembly stands.



ACS 1069 God Bestows on Every Sense
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Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979
Music: ALL CREATION NEW, Anthony Giamanco, b, 1958
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us
to love and serve in Christ’s name.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the

Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Ttrinity bless you *F and grant
you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.



SENDING HYMN 723 Canticle of the Turning
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.
A Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God!

+++

Sundays and Seasons v.20220805.1416
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved

Gladys Kane provided today's altar flowers
in celebration of the birthday
of her daughter, Cheryl Stuart.

Calendar for November 16 - November 23

9 Sun. 9:00 am Bible study
9:30 am Choir practice
10:00 am Worship, Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
12:30 pm Z.oom Church Council Meeting

12 Wed. 7:00 pm Choir practice
16 Sun. 9:00 am Book study
9:30 am Choir practice

10:00 am Worship, Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost




Next Sunday’s Readings, Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost:

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20

Luke 23:33-43

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching

Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita
Ford, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James,
Lawana Lamb-Daniels, Sandy Ness, Simone Schuster, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving November 16 November 23
Assisting Minister Colleen Holdcraft Kirsten Ebbeson
Cup Minister Beth Alexander Loraine Sunberg
Cantor Susan Hehn Simone Schuster
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Astrid van der Mark
Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover
Tech Team Au.drey Post Ca.roline Collin.s
Colin Hackley Cindy Suhrweir
, Ben Bush
Ush
shers Ann Del Rossi Audrey Post
Altar Guild Sandy Lamb—Danie;ls Linda Eshlel.’nan
Lawana Lamb-Daniels Barbara Sullivan
Rob Schiffer Margaret Bowers
Counters

Billie Reardon

Kirsten Ebbesen



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-23/0

PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer).

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons);
Gordon Fleischer; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan &
Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Gil Johnson
(friend of Judi Dufty); David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of
Barb O’Donnell); Timothy Stewart (son of Pepper Stewart); Wayne Harrison (Jan

Harrison’s Son); Pat Yeager (sister of Sue Canning).

Health and protection: For those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts
and the future of Medicaid. For immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families

in the United States to be safe and secure without unnecessary deportations.
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Margarete
Deckert (mother of Caroline Collins), ongoing prayers for strength as she is recovering from
illness; Donna Dickson Miller (friend of Audrey Post), facing health challenges;

Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart), Donna Schiffer for the passing of her sister; Rocky
Bevis (Margaret Bowers’ boss); Allana Lochan-Tekaram (sister of Anita Sawh and Rita Ford),
for hormone imbalance; Walt Steinvorth (friend of Rob Schiffer), suffering from peri-
carditas and vestibular neuritas and learning to cope with dizziness and severe equilibrium

problems; Fatima Zaid Paul and family, mourning the death of her nephew, MarKus.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Gaza and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2025: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by

signing up for the 2025 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can

place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to

hutps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St.

Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.

CHURCH COUNCIL

President, Denise Bookwalter

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt

Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn

Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels

Outreach, Sharon Simmons

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith

Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover

Communications, Audrey Post

Youth, Graham Reece




