ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 19, 2026

10 a.m.



St. Stephen Lutheran Church

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com, Email http://www.ststephenlutherantally.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor
Katharine Gossman, Music Director Rita Ford, Office Manager

All Members, Ministers

Welcome, Everyone!

We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding anything,
one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission
“to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also
believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If you are a
parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child in
worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in worship is a joy
that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to
become active members in Christ’s body.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and gender expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome
people without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic
status, or differing abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.
To indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to
come forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.
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INTRODUCTION

Todays gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment.
They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them
and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday ounr hearts burn within us as the scriptures
are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmans becomes
the pattern of our worship each Lords day.

PRELUDE

s
The assembly stands. i (‘ﬁ
+ GATHERING +
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Alleluia!l Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
C Amen.

P Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

P Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring
waves. We thank you for the waters of Lakes Jackson, Talquin and Bradford that
nourish us. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy

and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.



P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

C Amen.
GATHERING HYMN 384  That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright =>
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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GATHERING HYMN

384  That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright

Text: Latin

. Sth oenl: i Joha Mason Neale, 18181866, alu

Music: PUER NORIS, Ewropean tune, adapt. Michael Practorius, 1571-1621
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Refrain

ﬁli ! . " m— —— i —— I
'P_ﬁtp — - — i  — ! t
J 1 : 1 i o pl.I ! ‘d ’_'
This is the [Ffeast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
A S : ! 2 —
w } 1 — — :JI + e i i

al-le -lu-ia, al-le -lu - ja

2Pow - er,

rich-es, wis - dom, and

P

eyt e s o—1
strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry arc his.
o P N ,
S S = =t
This is the [Ffeast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
#HE:F"' — e~ b —
u ; _‘ L (4 ] [ 10 d'_ ! f i i
EEsiess e E=ar=s:

al-lc ~lu-ia, al-lc -Iu - i1a

.

31Sing with all the peo - ple of

4 1 3
1 1

1

i

NG

—

— = =

.|i!:

God, and join in the hymnofl all cre - a

Lk

i_

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,

L

—

*-EE’E

=

——

=ire—

——

-—

glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men
Refrain
TR
F e e e e e e —
J ' 1 L : U -—
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
ry— e
Y I ¥ o I 4 } I
S : ma= e
al-le -lu-ja, al-le -lu - ja. 4 For the Lamb who was
& ' =S
i 1 #' 1 1 — £ ! i%
5 - =
slaim has be - gun  his rcign. Al-le - lu - ia.

6



Final refrain o
ﬂtﬁ e e = ._l_—,!:ll—|—ﬂj —
ﬁ 1

e t o o o=
This is the feast of vwvic-to-ry for our God
- P
] — ' —
1 i_. L Lk
ﬂ: et —
Al=le =lu - ia, al-le=-lu-3a, al =le = Iu - ia.

'

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

+ WORD +



FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles
on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus
both Lord and Christ.

142 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:
36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. 3 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 4! So those

who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

R The Word of the Lotd.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM:  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 We sing the psalm responsivel.
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Leader 'I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,

C 2for the Lord has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.

L 3'The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.



C 4+Then I called upon the name | of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.”

L 12How shall I re- | pay the Lord
tor all the good things God has | done for me?

C 13T will lift the cup | of salvation
and call on the name | of the Lord.

L 14T will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people.

C 15 Precious in your | sight, O Lord,
is the death | of your servants.

L 16O Lotd, truly I I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed
me | from my bonds.

C 17T will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and call upon the name | of the Lord.

L 18] will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people,

19in the courts of | the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!
Spoken after the psalm is sung:

Amen.



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land.
Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and
hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

171f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live
in fear during the time of your exile. ¥ You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold !° but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before
the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 2! Through him
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your
trust and hope are in God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 2> You have been born anew;,
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmauns answers the question of how Jesus
15 1o be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.
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P The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, #and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, ¢ but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. ¥ Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?” 1 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all
the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death
and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 2>and when they did not find his body
there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he
was alive. 2* Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women
had said, but they did not see him.” 2> Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”” 27 Then beginning with Moses
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. 22 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day
is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?”’ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. 3 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to Simon!” 3> Then they told what had happened on the road and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.
Quiet reflection.

The assembly stands.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1069

God Bestows on Every Sense
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Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979

Music: ALL CREATION NEW, Anthony Giamanco, b, 1958
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 2018 Augsburg Fortress
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
tfor the needs of all creation.

(A brief silence)

Living Savior, just as you walked alongside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, walk with us on
the journey of resurrection faith. May our eyes be opened to see you in the breaking of the
bread. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Lead us to action in the preservation of
natural resources. Bless fields being prepared for planting and send favorable weather to create an
abundant harvest. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Unite us
to work toward the common good and sow peace where there’s violence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world, but it does not take away the
suffering we experience. Send healing to those who are sick. Send strength to those who are
weary and give courage to those who despair. St. Stephen who else requires prayer today?
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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Gracious God, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine
love for one another and uphold St. Stephen in your name. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

A few at a time, each week, we pray for people within the St. Stephen worship community. We
pray today for Melissa, Karl, Isabel, Sarah and Stephen Barton, Nathan Basford and for all their
families. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Eternal light, we give you thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring
us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

AMEN!
PEACE
A The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

Let us share peace with others, respecting boundaries and safety.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
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OFFERING

i

+ MEAL +

Stephen Saint

@Stephen-Saint

Use this QR Code to
connect to Venmo
for a donation to St.
Stephen. Code 5469.

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including caring for those in need. We welcome you to place
your gift in the offering plate near the baptismal font, mail it to the church, or by using the 1 enmo QR Code to

the right.

ANTHEM

"Now in This Banguet" -Hangen

(Refrain)

Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread;
Here shall all hungers be fed.

Bread that is broken, wine that is poured,

Love is the sign of our Lord.

You who have touched us and graced us with love,
make us your people of goodness and light.

(refrain)

Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love;
open our eyes to the glory of God.

(refrain)
Call us to be your light, call us to be your love,

make us your people again.

(refrain)
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OFFERING HYMN
The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are bronght forward.

ELW 870 (verse 1)

We Praise You, O God
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Text: Julia C. Cory, 1382-1963

Music: KREMSER, A. Valerius, Nederlandisch Gedenckelanck, 1626
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na m the high - est
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The assembly is seated.
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LAMB OF GOD

e T e e e
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;  have
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. 'The assisting ministers offer both wine (first) and grape juice (second) from pouring cups. Take a
commmunion glass from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. 1.eave the enpty glass on the
lower rail. W heat-free wafers are available, simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 491 Come, Let Us Eat
501  Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus

The assembly stands.

19



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C  Amen.
The assembly is seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands.
+ SENDING +
BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, " bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 377  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! —>

DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their faith

and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.
A Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

+++

Sundays and Seasons ».20200805.1416
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved
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SENDING HYMN

377  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!
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Calendar for April 19 - April 26

April 19 Sun. 9:30 am Choir rehearsal
10 am Worship, Third Sunday of Easter
22 Wed. 7 pm Choir rehearsal
23 Thurs. 10 am Bible study
April 26 Sun. 9 am Bible study

9:30 am Choir rehearsal
10 am Worship, Fourth Sunday of Easter

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom Holdcraft, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, Lawana
Lamb-Daniels, Simone Schuster, Sylvia Smith, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White.

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving April 19 April 26
Assisting Minister Audrey Post Rob Schiffer
Cup Minister Rob Schiffer Rita Ford
Cantor Karl Barton Susan Hehn
Lector Astrid van der Mark Ceilia/ Mark Greeley
Acolyte
Audrey Post Caroline Collins
Tech Team Loraine Sundberg Sandy Lamb-Daniels
Jacob Nallapu Colin Hackley
Ushers Bob Eshleman Bob Eshleman
. Linda Eshleman
Altar Guild Barbara Sullivan
Counters Susan Warren Marilyn Larson
Margaret Bowers Janet Barber
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer).

In treatment for cancer: Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Linda Bobbitt, (friend of Cheryl
Stuart) diagnosed with metasticized breast cancer.; David McManus (friend of Audrey Post);
Shannon Miller (friend of Barb O’Donnell); Pat Yeager (sister of Sue Canning); Roger
Stombert (friend of Margaret Bowers).

Health and protection: For Frank “Ramy” Meyers in the hospital, following broken leg. For
those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts and the future of Medicaid. For
immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in the United States to be safe
and secure without unnecessary deportations.

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Jan Harrison and family following the death of her son, Wayne

Harrison; Jeanette Sickel and family following the death of her cousin, Elaine Harris; Rick
Bobbitt (friend of Cheryl Stuart), our shared sympathy on his death; Sharon Simmons and
family following the death of her sister, Sue Berent; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in
need of encouragement; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Allana Lochan-Tekaram
(sister of Anita Sawh and Rita Ford), for hormone imbalance; Walt Steinvorth (friend of Rob
Schiffer), suffering from pericarditis and vestibular neuritis and learning to cope with dizziness
and severe equilibrium problems; Karen Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine;
peace in Gaza and the Middle East.
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Next Sunday’s Readings, Fourth Sunday of Easter:

Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory you
would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by signing
up for the 2026 Flower Chart located on the sidewalk near the narthex. The cost is $40, and you
can place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St. Stephen
songs? They're at hetps://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.

The St. Stephen choir donates

today's altar flowers as a tribute
to gifted musician Sandy Ness,
in gratitude for her decades of faithful service.

CHURCH COUNCIL

President, Denise Bookwalter

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels | Outreach, Sharon Simmons

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover

Communications, Colleen Holdcraft Youth, Graham Reece
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