ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2022

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to whom
the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find onr place in the crowd among those who desire to
touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in

him, and offers power to heal us all.
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+GATHERING+
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Send us your silence, Holy God, that we may reflect on the ways we have turned

away from you.
Silence for reflection.

P Accept our confession of sin, and bathe us in your forgiveness.

Forgive us, gracious God. We fail to thank you for your gifts to us. We
neglect those who are in need, those who could teach us of your love. And
we have such a dim view of ourselves compared with your vision of us. You
have given us wings and urged us to fly. But we keep our feet on the ground
and our backs turned to you. Forgive us, mighty God.

P Through the gift we can never hope to deserve, the gift of Jesus Christ, God takes
away our sin. In the warmth of God’s loving gaze--Father, " Son and Holy Spirit--

we are forgiven.

C We are forgiven!
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GATHERING HYMN 651  Obh, Praise the Gracious Power (vs. 1-4)
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and owsic from New fhanns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc,
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature
by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

+ WORD +
FIRST READING:

Jetemiah 17:5-10

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast two ways of life.
Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in onr life. Life without God brings a
curse, the power of death.

’Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their
strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. ¢They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,

in an uninhabited salt land.

"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. ¢They shall be like a tree
planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and
its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to

bear fruit.

"The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? I the LORD test
the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of

their doings.

Reader The word of the Lozrd.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 1 We sing the psalm responsively.

NSRS
.

Leader ‘Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!

C ‘Their delight is in the law | of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.

L ‘They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that | do not wither;

everything they 1 do shall prosper.

C It is not so | with the wicked,;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.

L ‘Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 1 judgment comes,

nor the sinner in the council 1 of the righteous.

C ‘For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Becanse Christ has been raised, those who
are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.

=Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? sIf there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain. sWe are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are
not raised. «For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.

vIf Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. #*Then those



also who have died in Christ have perished. vIf for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we
are of all people most to be pitied.

xBut in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

Reader The word of the Lotrd.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26

Alfter choosing bis twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of
discipleship. He begins bis great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of
God.

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

7[Jesus| came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon.®¥They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. »And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for

power came out from him and healed all of them.

»Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. #“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are
you who weep now, for you will laugh. =*“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. »Rejoice in that
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors
did to the prophets.

2“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. =“Woe to you who
are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn
and weep. »“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to
the false prophets.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 723 Canticle of the Turning (vs. 1-3)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God of grace,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



OFFERING

Abn offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P May the Lord who placed this fragile planet in the sky grant us the wisdom to
preserve it and the love to make it shine. May Almighty God--Father, * Son, Holy

Spirit--soothe our hearts and heal us with the peace we truly need.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN  Arise!
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:
C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.
A Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.

C Thanks be to God.

Sundays and Seasons v.20200805.1416
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

Arise! The St. Stephen Service
Music by Tom BuchananLyrics by Ron Hartung
Of St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Tallahassee, FL



MARK AND SUSAN WARREN DEDICATE
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS TO THE
GLORY OF GOD

AND IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR
GRANDSON JACK’S THIRD BIRTHDAY.

Calendar for February 13 - 20

Feb. 13  Sun. 10:00am  Worship, Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

16 Wed. noon Bible study (online)

20 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

Next Sunday’s Readings, Seventh Sunday after Epiphany:

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Luke 6:27-38
SERVING TABLE
Serving February 13 February 20
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Kirsten Ebbesen
Cup Minister N/A N/A
Lector Stephanie Leitch Mark Greeley
Cantors Rudy Hehn Susan Hehn
Cassandra White Chris Reece
Altar Guild Erin Kenney Judi Duffy
Billie Reardon Linda Eshleman
Counters Audrey Post Bob Eshleman
Billie Reardon Linda Eshleman
Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-2-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-2-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-2-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-2-20/0

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Gordon Fleischer, diagnosed with throat cancer; Ruth Hartung and family,
mourning the passing of her brother, Richard; Tim Larson and family mourning the passing
of Tim’s brother, Jon; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), in critical condition after a car
accident; Gladys Kane, recovering from surgery; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt) for healing

(both physical and emotional).

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White.

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of
Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

US, including those “unaccounted for”.
For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all

those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of



Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers

cases involving the LGBTQ community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWER CHART FOR 2022: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2022 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday). The deadline is

noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

