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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2024 

10 A.M. 

 

WE WELCOME PR. TOM MILLER. 
  

 



  

INTRODUCTION 
  

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s  

promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says 

this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no 

life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as 

a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

  

  

PRELUDE 

  

  

The assembly stands.  

  

 + GATHERING +  
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

 draws all people together through Jesus. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one  

 another. 

  

Silence for reflection.  

  

P Holy God, 
  

C we confess that we are caught in snares of  sin and cannot break free. We 

hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways 

that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in 

our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins  

 only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 

  

P Here is a flood of  grace: Out of  love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of  sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of  life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
  

C Amen. 



 GATHERING HYMN 796 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 



GREETING 
  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

  

KYRIE 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
  

P Let us pray. 
  

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 

death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 

we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  
  

C Amen. 

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  Susan Hehn  Noisy Offering 

 



 

  

  

  

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
  

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old  

couple that they will be the ancestors of  nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously 

bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of  God’s promise. 

  

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him,  

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant  

between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his 

face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the  

ancestor of  a multitude of  nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 

shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of  a multitude of  nations. 6I will make 

you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of  you, and kings shall come from you. 7I 

will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 

their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 

you.” 

 

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 

her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 

shall give rise to nations; kings of  peoples shall come from her.” 

  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

  

  

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31   We sing the psalm responsively. 

  

 

 

 

Leader  23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 



  

C  24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither 

 is the LORD’s face hid- | den from them; 

    but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them.  

 

L 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

    I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 

C  26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

    Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live  

  forever!  

 

L 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

    all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 

C  28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

    who rules o- | ver the nations. 

 

L 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

    all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore  

 the LORD. 

 

C  30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

    whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 

L 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

    saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”    

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

Amen. 

 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 4:13-25 

  

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 

through works of  the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing  

children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 

  



13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his  

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of  faith. 14If  it is the adherents 

of  the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of  the law but also to those who 

share the faith of  Abraham (for he is the father of  all of  us, 17as it is written, “I have made 

you the father of  many nations”)—in the presence of  the God in whom he believed, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against 

hope, he believed that he would become “the father of  many nations,” according to what 

was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 

years old), or when he considered the barrenness of  Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him 

waver concerning the promise of  God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 

God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his 

faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 

were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe 

in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our 

trespasses and was raised for our justification.   

  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

  

The assembly stands.  

  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 
  

After Peter confesses his belief  that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to 

come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of  the cross that Jesus will travel. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of  Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If  any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 

of  the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 

their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of  

me and of  my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of  them the Son of  Man will 

also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of  his Father with the holy angels.” 

   

  

P The gospel of the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ.   

  

   

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.  

   

 

 

The assembly stands.  

   

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  798 Will You Come and Follow Me 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

 the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

  

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God.  
  

Congregational response:  Your mercy is great. 

  

  

  

PEACE 
  

A The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

  

  

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+ MEAL + 
  

OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

  

  

ANTHEM “God of Day and God of Darkness”  -Haugen 

 

 

God of day and God of darkness, now we stand before the night; 

As the shadows stretch and deepen,  come and make our darkness bright. 

All creation still is groaning for the dawning of your might, 

When the Sun of peace and justice fills the Earth with radiant light. 

 

Still the nations curse the darkness, still the rich oppress the poor; 

Still the earth is bruised and broken by the ones who still want more. 

Come and wake us from our sleeping, so our hearts cannot ignore, 

all your people lost and broken, all your children at our door. 

 

Show us Christ in one another, make us servants strong and true; 

Give us all your love of justice, so we do what you would do. 

Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives anew, 

make us one with all the lowly, let us all be one in you. 

 

You shall be the path that guides us, you the light that in us burns; 

Shining deep within all people, yours the love that we must learn, 

for our hearts shall wander restless ‘til they safe to you return; 

finding you in one another, we shall all your Face discern. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



We stand and sing as the collection and the gifts are brought forward  

  

OFFERING HYMN   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

 

 

 



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 

paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of  baptism, we may come to the fullness of  

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of  angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of  heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

  

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle.  

The assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an 

individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-

free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.  

  

  

COMMUNION HYMNS 468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 
  

    808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
  

    802 Let Us Walk with Jesus 

  

  

 

The assembly stands.  

  

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

A Let us pray. 
  

 Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of  

 wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf  to feed the world; in the 

 name of  Jesus, the Bread of  life. 
  

C Amen. 

   

+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.  
  

P Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep 

 you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  
  

The assembly is seated.  

  

  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

  

The assembly stands.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN  580 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. Share your bread. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

+ + +  
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Calendar for February 25 - March 3 
  

Feb.  25 Sun. 9:00 am Book study 

   9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Second Sunday in Lent   

  

 28 Wed. 7:00 pm Choir practice 

  

March  3 Sun. 9:00 am Book study 

   9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Third Sunday in Lent  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Next Sunday’s Readings, Third Sunday in Lent: 
  

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2024-3&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2024-3&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2024-3&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2024-3&eventDateId=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving February 25 March 3 

Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Audrey Post 

Cup Minister Jennifer Dritt Rob Schiffer 

Cantor  Rudy Hehn   

Lector  Graham Reece Violet Greeley 

Acolyte Cup Minister - or Colton Allen or Graham Reece 

Tech Team     

Ushers 
Jan Harrison 

Patrick Kennell  
  

Altar Guild 
Lawana Lamb-Daniels 

Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Billie Reardon 

Erik Robinson  

Counters 
Audrey Post 

Billie Reardon 

Margaret Bowers 

Patricia Handschy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Duffy, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, 
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Ron Hartung, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen 
Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White  

  



PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns:  Family and friends of Don Dowd, as we mourn his passing; Bob Eshleman, 

recovering from heart surgery; Gladys Kane for continued healing.  

  

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik 

Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated 

for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl 

Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura 

McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with primary immunodeficiency and Sjogren's 

syndrome.  

  

In treatment for cancer: Phil Williams; Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of 

Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); 

Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura 

Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); 

Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Duffy); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); Amanda George 

(daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer). 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those on 

the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical  

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve  

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.  

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council;  

all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;  

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; for rest and rejuvenation for 

Presiding Bishop Eaton as she takes a leave of absence for several months; Interim Presiding 

Bishop Michael Burk, providing leadership in Bp. Eaton's absence; Our Savior Lutheran Church 

in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine; 

peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

  

 
 

  

  


