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SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023 

10 A.M. 

 

 



INTRODUCTION  

 Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind 

healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth 

of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our 

head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.  

  

  

 PRELUDE  

 

The assembly stands.  

 + GATHERING +  

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and 

 sustains us with the gift of grace. 
  

Congregation (C) Amen. 

  

P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and 

 God’s mercy. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

  

P Holy God, 
  

C we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not 

trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we 

spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to 

heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

 as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 

  

P Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 

may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ 

forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
  

C Amen. 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN  722 O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate 

 

 



GREETING  
  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
  

P Let us pray. 
  

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 

Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
  

C Amen. 

 

 

 The assembly is seated. 

 



CHILDREN’S SERMON     

  

 

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

  

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in 

height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, 

designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

  

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the  

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 

you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel 

did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come 

to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 

6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now 

before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 

LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 

said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and 

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 

said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

  

 Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 23 We sing the psalm responsively. 

 

 

 

  

Leader  1The LORD| is my shepherd;  

  I shall not | be in want. 

 

C  2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 

L 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 

C  4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 

L 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 

C  6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.    

  

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

C Amen.  

  

  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 

  

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light 

of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

  

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for 

the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is 

pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 



them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 

it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  

 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 

  

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things 

of God. 

  

P The holy gospel according to John, the ninth chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this 

man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 

one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said 



this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 

eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went 

and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”  
  

9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 

11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go 

to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a  

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also  

began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 

Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 

for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner  

perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do 

you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know 

that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now  

he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for  

himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had  

already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether 

he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 

become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 

 

29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where 

he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, 

but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man 



were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in 

sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you  

believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may  

believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 

he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world 

for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 

are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 

say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
  

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you  

believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may  

believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 

he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world 

for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 

are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 

say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ.   

  

  

The assembly is seated.   

  

  

 

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.  

  

  

 

The assembly stands.   

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  

 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

 the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Each petition ends:  Merciful God, 
  

Congregational response:  receive our prayer.  

  

 

PEACE   
  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.    

  

 

The assembly is seated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

+MEAL+ 
  

OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   

  

  

OFFERING HYMN 

We stand and sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

 

ANTHEM  "I Would See Jesus"  - from The Sacred Harp, arr. Lowenberg  

   

I would see Jesus when the flow'rs of  joy adorn my way 

when sunshine and when hope surrounds my path from day to day. 

When friends I cherish most are near, and hearts encircle mine, 

then, Father, would I turn from all to lean alone on thine. 

  

I heard the voice of  Jesus say, "Behold I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live!" 

I came to Jesus and I drank of  that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived and now I live in him. 

  

I heard the voice of  Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light; 

look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright!" 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of  life I'll walk, till trav'ling days are done. 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

OFFERING HYMN  

 We stand and sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the  

 paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.  

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  
 
 793 Be Thou My Vision  
  

 339 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
  

 334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (add verse for Lent 4) 

 

   

 

The assembly stands. 

 

  

  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the  

 eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 

neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

+ SENDING + 

  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit 

 of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

  

The assembly stands. 

  

  

  

SENDING HYMN  815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  
 



 



DISMISSAL 
  

  

P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

P Go in peace.  Serve in love. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

 + + +  
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Calendar for March 19 - 26 
  

March 19 Sun.  9:00 am Book study     

    9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Fourth Sunday in Lent 

   11:30 am Council meeting  

  

  22 Wed.   7:00 pm Choir practice 
  

 26 Sun.  9:00 am Book study 

    9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

Next Sunday’s Readings, Fifth Sunday in Lent: 
  

  

Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Psalm 130  

Romans 8:6-11  

John 11:1-45  

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-3-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-3-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-3-26/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-3-26/0


 

SERVING TABLE 

Serving March 19 March 26 

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Assisting Minister Audrey Post Colleen Holdcraft 

Cup Minister  Rita Ford Rita Ford 

Lector Jennifer Dritt Jonas Holdcraft 

Altar Guild Caroline Collins 

Andrea Notley 

Audrey Post 

Billie Reardon 

Counters Janet Barber 

Margaret Bowers 

Audrey Post 

Billie Reardon 

Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter 

  

 

 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns: The family of Suzanne Hartung (sister of Ron Hartung), mourning her 

passing; Wendy Corriveau (daughter of Jan Harrison), recovering from surgery; Judy Kent 

(mother of Mike Martinez), in hospice care; Angela Locke (friend of Audrey Post), for 

patience and strength; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she continues to recuperate 

from a horrific golf cart-truck crash; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional 

healing.  

  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); 

Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for 

rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl 

Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White).  

  

 

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura 

Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James 

Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris 

Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve). 



Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those 

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical 

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson. 

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all 

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

 

 

 


