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A special thanks to Tom Buchanan,  

trumpet extraordinaire. 



INTRODUCTION  

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. 

We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying 

God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as 

his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through 

Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the 

center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.   

  

  

 PRELUDE  

 

The assembly stands.  

 + GATHERING +  

The assembly gathers on the lawn at the side of the church so that all may enter in procession.  
  

Pastor   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  

Congregation  Hosanna in the highest! 

  

  

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL  Matthew 21:1-11 
  

Jesus enters Jerusalem 

  

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  



 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son 

of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest 

heaven!” 

  

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

  

P The gospel of the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

We process into the church following the cross, worship leaders and choir. 

  

  

  

BLESSING OF PALMS 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Almighty and Loving God, it is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise for the 

acts of love by which you have redeemed us through Christ Jesus our Savior.  The 

Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as the Messiah and King with palm branches in their 

hands, carrying them forth from the place and crying out “Hosanna in the  

 Highest” and “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  God, help 

us acclaim Jesus as our Messiah and King and follow Him in the way that leads to 

eternal life. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Let us go forth in peace. 
  

C In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  

C Hosanna in the highest! 

  

 



 

   

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
  

P Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ 

and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  

C Amen. 

 

 

 The assembly is seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      

   

  

 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
  

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes 

the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not 

strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

  

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who 

are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 

backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 

the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

  

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 

like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who 

will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront 

me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  

  

 Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM: Psalm 131:9-16 We sing the psalm responsively. 

 

 

 

  

Leader  9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble;  

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 

 

C  10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;  

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are  

  consumed. 

 

L 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my  

 acquaintances; when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 

C  12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot. 

L 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 

 

C  14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 

  

L 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute  

 me. 

 

C  16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”   

   

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

C Amen.  

  

  

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
  

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death. Following 

Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s 

death. 

  



5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 

8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

 

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.  

 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
  

Readers:  

Narrator - Jennifer Dritt; Jesus - Chris Reece; Judas - Jen Reece; Peter - Jonas Holdcraft;  

Witness - Collen Holdcraft; High Priest - Graham Reece; Servant - Colleen Holdcraft;  

Pilate - Elliot Reece; People - Congregation   

  

  

The assembly stands.   



HYMN OF THE DAY  342 There in God’s Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 
  

P Let us confess our faith. 
  

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  

 begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

 God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

 things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly  

 human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

 death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

 the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

 the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

 catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the  

 forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

 the world to come.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Each petition ends:  Merciful God, 
  

Congregational response:  receive our prayer.  

  

 

PEACE   
  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.    

  

 

The assembly is seated.   

 



  

 

+MEAL+ 
  

OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.    

  

 

ANTHEM  "My God, My God"  - O'Brien  
  

(Refrain) 
  

My God, my God, 

why have you abandoned me? 
  

All who see me scoff  at me; 

they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads; 

"He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him, 

let him rescue him, if  he loves him." 
  

(Refrain) 
  

Indeed, many dogs surround me, 

a pack of  evildoers closes in upon me; 

They have pierced my hands and my feet; 

I can count all my bones. 
  

(Refrain) 
  

They divide my garments among them, 

and for my vesture they cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, be not far from me; 

O my help, hasten to aid me. 
  

(Refrain) 
  

I will proclaim your name to my brethren; 

in the midst of  the assembly I will praise you: 

"You who fear the Lord, praise him; 

All you descendants of  Jacob, give glory to him; 

revere him, all you descendants of  Israel!" 
  

(Refrain) 

 
  



OFFERING HYMN 
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and gifts are brought forward. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the  

 paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 

your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.  

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  
 
 353 Were You There   
  

 345 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  
  

 351 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

  

 

  

   

 

The assembly stands.  

  

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the  

 eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 

neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

+ SENDING + 

  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit 

 of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

  

The assembly stands. 

  

  

  

SENDING HYMN  348 Stay with Me 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL 
  

  

P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

P Go in peace.  Serve in love. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

 + + +  
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SERVING TABLE 

Serving April 2 April 9 

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Preaching Pastor Pastor Tom 

Assisting Minister Rob Schiffer Jennifer Dritt 

Cup Minister Audrey Post Susan Warren 

Lector Jennifer Buchanan Stephanie Leitch 

Altar Guild 
Caroline Collins 

Andrea Notley 

Rita Ford 

Susan Warren 

Counters 
Margaret Bowers 

Patricia Handschy 

Janet Barber 

Susan Warren 

Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter 

 

  

Calendar for April 2 - 9 
  

April  2 Sun.  9:00 am Book study     

    9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
  

  5 Wed.  7:00 pm Choir practice 
  

  6 Thu.  7:00 pm Worship with communion, Maundy Thursday  
  

  7 Fri.  7:00 pm Worship, Good Friday   
  

  9 Sun.  8:45 am Easter breakfast 

    9:15 am Easter Egg Hunt 

   10:00 am Worship, Easter Sunday 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

Next Sunday’s Readings, Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday: 
  

  

Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Psalm 31:9-16  

Philippians 2:5-11  

Matthew 26:14--27:66  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2023-4&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2023-4&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2023-4&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2023-4&eventDateId=0


PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns: Judy Kent (mother of Mike Martinez), in hospice care; Angela Locke (friend 

of Audrey Post), for patience and strength; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she 

continues to recuperate from a horrific golf cart-truck crash; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for 

physical and emotional healing.  

  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd; 

Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid 

arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan 

Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White).   

 

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura 

Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James 

Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris 

Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve). 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those 

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical 

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson. 

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all 

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILIES 
 

We’ll be using Easter lilies to adorn our chancel area for Easter. Would you like to dedicate 

one or more? The cost is $10 each, and we’ll have the dedication list in the Easter bulletin. 

Fill out the form below and place it with your check in the offering plate and be sure to 

designate that it is for the Easter Lilies.  The deadline TODAY. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Lily Dedication 

Name_____________________________________   How many_________ 

 

Dedication: 

_____________________________________________________________________________


