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SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2024 

10 A.M. 

 
  



 
  

INTRODUCTION 

 The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the  

disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both 

shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the 

scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

  

   

PRELUDE 

  The assembly stands.  

+ GATHERING + 

  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of  grace, our Easter and our 

 joy. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Look, here is water! 
  

C Here is our water of  life! Alleluia! 

  

Silence for reflection.  

  

P Immersed in the promises of  baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

 us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 

 deep and water became the essence of  life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 

 rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 

 the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 

 pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is  

 water! 
  

C Here is our water of  life! Alleluia! 

 



P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

 Spirit. By the baptism of  Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of  

 your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

 giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of  living  

 water, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Look, here is water! 
  

C Here is our water of  life! Alleluia! 

   

  

GATHERING HYMN 377 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



GREETING 
  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 

children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the  

 resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated. 

  

  



CHILDREN’S TIME 

 
 

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING:  Acts 3:12-19 
  

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel 

have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of  Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering 

them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

  

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 

stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of  

Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of  Jacob, the God of  our ancestors has glorified 

his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of  Pilate, though he 

had decided to release him.  

14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 

you, 15and you killed the Author of  life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself  has made this man strong, whom you 

see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of  all of  you. 

 

17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”  

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

  

PSALM: Psalm 4   

  

 

 

Leader     1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 

   you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my 

prayer. 

  

C  2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 

    how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 



L 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 

    the LORD will hear me | when I call. 

 

C  4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 

    speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.  

 

L 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 

    and put your trust | in the LORD. 

 

C  6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 

    Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 

 

L 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 

    more than when grain and | wine abound. 

  

C  8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 

    for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.   

  

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

Amen. 

  

   

SECOND READING:   1 John 3:1-7 
  

God has loved us in order to make us children of  God. Though we do not yet know the full details of  our 

future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

  

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of  God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 

know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of  lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 

revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 

one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

  

R The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  



The assembly stands.  

  

  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
  

In this account of  an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of  the disciples to understand 

him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the 

message of  repentance and forgiveness. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

36bJesus himself  stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 

were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 

“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 

my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 

as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have 

you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of  broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in 

their presence. 

 

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of  Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of  these things.” 

  



P The gospel of  the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

   

The assembly is seated. 

  

  

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. 

  

  

The assembly stands.  

   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 366 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

 the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

  

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Each petition ends:  God of grace, 
  

Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 

  

  

  

PEACE 
  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 
  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

  

  

  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

+ MEAL + 

 

 OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

  

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870  (versus 1 & 3) 
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 GREAT THANKSGIVING  
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious  

 resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

 take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

 eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

 resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and  

 archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

 hymn: 

  

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of  the bread. Come and eat at 

 God’s table. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

   

COMMUNION HYMNS 468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 

  

 483 Here Is Bread 
  

 522 As We Gather at Your Table 

   

The assembly stands. 

  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

A Let us pray. 
  

 Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of  Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
  

C Amen. 



+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

P The God of  resurrection power, the Christ of  unending joy, and the Spirit of   

 Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
  

C Amen. 

   

  

The assembly stands.  

  

   

SENDING HYMN 391 This Joyful Eastertide 

  

 

  

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
  

C Thanks be to God!   

+ + + 
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Calendar for April 14 - 21 
  

April 14 Sun. 9:00 am Book study 

   10:00 am Worship, Third Sunday of Easter 

   11:30 am Council meeting 
  

 17 Wed. 7 p.m.  Choir practice  

  

   

 21 Sun. 9:00 am Book study 

    9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Next Sunday’s Readings, Fourth Sunday of Easter: 
  

Acts 4:5-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

Lawana and Sandy Lamb-Daniels dedicate 

today's altar flowers  

in honor of their "fur baby," Wolverine,  

who gave them 16½ years of joy and love. 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-4-21/0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving April 14 April 21 

Assisting Minister Audrey Post Jennifer Dritt 

Cup Minister Susan Warren Audrey Post 

Cantor Kirsten Ebbesen   

Lector Jonas Holdcraft Stephanie Leitch 

Acolyte Cup Minister - or Colton Allen or Graham Reece 

Tech Team 
Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Cindy Suhweir 

Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Cindy Suhrweir 

Ushers 
Colin Hackley 

Lawana Lamb-Daniels 

Bob Eshleman 

Rob Schiffer 

Altar Guild 
Audrey Post 

Erik Robinson 
  

Counters 
Janet Barber 

Susan Warren 

Audrey Post 

Billie Reardon 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Duffy, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, 
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Ron Hartung, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen 
Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White  

  



PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns:  Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons), as he prepares for surgery for  

cancer; To the family and friends of Jordan Hepler (nephew of Rob Schiffer) mourning his 

passing, especially to Lori and Dan Schmatz (Jordan’s parents), Jenna and Jacob Schmatz 

(Jordan’s siblings), and Jo and Julie Hepler (Jordan’s aunts) as they adjust to life without him;  

Sue Berent (sister of Sharon Simmons) for comfort and peace at end of life; Bob Eshleman, 

recovering from heart surgery; Gladys Kane for continued healing. 

  

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik 

Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah 

(friend of Cassandra White); Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with primary 

immunodeficiency and Sjogren's syndrome.  

  

In treatment for cancer: Phil Williams; Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of 

Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); 

Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Aubrey 

Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Duffy); Gil Johnson 

(friend of Judi Duffy); Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer). 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those on 

the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical  

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve  

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.  

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council;  

all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;  

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; for rest and rejuvenation for 

Presiding Bishop Eaton as she takes a leave of absence for several months; Interim Presiding 

Bishop Michael Burk, providing leadership in Bp. Eaton's absence; Our Savior Lutheran Church 

in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine; 

peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TALLAHASSEE SWING BAND TUESDAY NIGHT DANCE: The next dance is on 

Tuesday, April 23 at 7:30 p.m. at the American Legion on Lake Ella. 

  

THE GREAT OUTDOORS LUNCH: We will be having a field trip Potluck to Nathan 

Basford’s house on Saturday, April 27 at 11:30 a.m. Contact Margaret for questions: 

407-921-8671 or ambowersfl@gmail.com 

  

POTLUCK: Celebrating Earth Day and April birthdays on Sunday, April 28, following 

worship. 

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

  

 


