ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Fifth Sunday of Easter

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2023

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers in his Father's house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of

darfkeness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—onr way, our truth, our life.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. (‘&

+ GATHERING +

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by

whose speaking we are given new life.

Congregation (C)  Amen.

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God,
holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with
Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and

in them we are born anew.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters
that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to
you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new

creation.

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness

to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.



P Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth,
bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring
peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN 876 Lt the Whole Creation Cry
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I Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets bum-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an- them loud and bold,

P N s s s

D 7 d 3
J : ’ =_———
Heav'nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al-might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in  this wor- ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;

Pow’rs of knowl-cdge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ermn pole let thec might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-ly One;, glo-ry be to God a - lonc!”
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Text: Stopfurd A, Brooke, 1832-1216, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ja 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb

who was slain, whose blood set us  free  to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le-Ju-ja, al-le -lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry arc  his.

FRefrain
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This is the Ffeast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-lc -Iu - ja. 3Sing with all the peo-ple of

God, and join in the hymnof all cre-a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry,and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A - men




Refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our Ged.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le = lu-ja, al-le-lu - ia. 4 For the Lamb who was
L& e
A=EE— —1 —T1—+ —t ‘! i ? '! "! ’1 nli
p—1 ,. .; !
slan has be - gun  his rcign, Al-le - lu - i,
gy Final refrain P
- 1 | — 1 1 - 1 I
— —t ey ————1—
. 1 - x gt
This is the feast of  vic-to-ry for our God

Al-le =lu - ida, al-le-lu-4a, al -le - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his

risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles conld be free to
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

sHilled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen| gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. *“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against him. sThen they dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. *While
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” «Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 We sing the psalm in response to the first reading.
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Leader 'In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be 1 put to shame;

deliver me 1 in your righteousness.

C “Incline your | ear to me;

make haste to de- | liver me.

L ‘Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag 1 and my

stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead 1 me and guide me.



C ‘T'ake me out of the net that they have secretly ' set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength.

L sInto your hands I com- 1 mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth.

C My times are | in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those

who | persecute me.

L ©Let your face shine up- | on your servant;

save me in your | steadfast love.”

Spoken after the Psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of onr lives. We are God’s chosen, holy
peaple who continnously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we excperience throngh Jesus Christ.

:Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into

salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

«Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and slike living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. <For it stands
in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and

whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

“To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that

b

the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” sand “A stone that makes
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the

word, as they were destined to do.

*But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that

you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous



light. ®*Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one throngh whom
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

P The holy gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. zIn my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. +And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” sThomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” sJesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. "If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

sPhilip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satistied.” *Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ©Do you not believe that I



am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 1Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
2Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. »I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “If in my name you ask

me for anything, I will do it.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY 816 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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1 Come, my way, my truth, my life: such a
2 Come, my light, my feast, my  strength:  such a
3 Come, my Joy, my love, my heart: such a
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way as  gives us  breath; such a truth  as ends all
light as  shows a feast;  such a feast as mends in
joy as  none can move; such a love as none  can
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strife; such a life as  kill - eth death.
length; such a strength as makes his  guest.
part; such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell. Ltd.. 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 IDZ. UK. www.stainer.co.uk.



APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly stands.



fira
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

ANTHEM  “Christ Is Alwe - Wren/True

(Refrain)

Christ is alive, and goes before us.
to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;

our God is making all things new.

For by the life and death of Jesus,
love’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
can make for us a world of diff'rence
as faith and hope are born again.

(refrain)

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,
step from the past, and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving,
seeking new paths, and sure to find.

(refrain)



OFFERING HYMN ELW 870 (vs. 7)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
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We lay it  be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore you;
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we bless your ho -1ly  name; glad  prais - es we  sing.
Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER, A. Walerius, Nederlandisch Gedenckelanck, 1626
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord, Ho-san - na in the high - est.

The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

p Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD

_o_% — N
M | — ! 5 M
I 1T i _— T
] | 1 1| 1 'Y
- -

Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;  have

8] — e
o e
- P —
mer-cy  on  us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
N —— g—
:é‘L I K—t — t '! '! li P — ~
J'II # ‘1-] i: d . .l =,‘
world; have mer-cy on us.  Lamb of God, you take a - way the

e

o ———— z = —] : H
o —
sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juzce). If
_you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail.
Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 477 I Recerved the Living God
462  Now We Join in Celebration
378  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and
this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your

love and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God of all, who raised # Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the

Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING HYMN 619

I Know That My Redeemer 1.ives!
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5 He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives 1o plead for me above;
he lives my hungry soul to feed;
T lives 1o help in time of need,

& He lives, my Kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;
e Jives, and while he lives, ['1] sing;
he lives, my prophet, pricst, and king!

Tk Samwed Hedley, 173817949, i
Musie: DUKE STREET. aur. Juha Falon J. 1792

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and | shall comuer death;
he lives my mansion 1o prepare:
he Tlives 10 bring me safely there,

4 He lives, all glory to his mme!
Hc lives, my Savior, still the same;
whait joy thus blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!



DISMISSAL

A
C

We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.

Thanks be to God!

++ +
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AUDREY POST DEDICATES
THIS WEEK’S ALTAR FLOWERS

TO THE GLORY OF GOD.

May 07

09
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12
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Sun.

Tue.

Wed.

Fri.

Sun.

Calendar for May 07 - 15

9:00 am Book study

9:30 am Choir practice

10:00 am Worship, Fifth Sunday of Easter
11:30 a.m. Council meeting

11:30 am OWLs Lunch at The Egg Café & Eatery

7:00 pm Choir practice

6:00 pm Pizza & Crafts
9:00 am Tea Party
9:30 am Choir practice

10:00 am Worship, Sixth Sunday of Easter




Next Sunday, Sixth Sunday of Easter:

Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22

yARBRY

John 14:15-21
SERVING TABLE
Serving May 07 May 14
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Rob Schiffer
Cup Minister Rob Schiffer Rita Ford
Lector Rob Schiffer Violet Greeley
Altar Guild Caroline Collins Rita Ford
Andrea Notley Susan Warren
Janet Barber Janet Barber
Counters
Susan Warren Susan Warren
Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson), prayers for her chronic health
problems; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of encouragement; Judy Kent
(mother of Mike Martinez), in hospice care; Angela Locke (friend of Audrey Post), for

patience and strength; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she continues to recuperate;

Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing.

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins);
Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for

rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl
Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White).



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James
Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris
Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children
entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.
Otbher concerns: For Karen Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

OWLs GATHERING: This Tuesday, May 9th at 11:30 a.m. the OWLS will meet at The
Egg Cafe & Eatery on Austin Davis Drive off of Capital Circle.

PIZZA & CRAFTS: Join us for an evening of crafts and pizza at 6 p.m. this Friday, May
12. Bring your kids, or drop off your kids, or come if you don’t have any kids — everyone is
invited! Just let Rita (amrit2ajay@yahoo.com) or Margaret (ambowersfl@gmail.com) know.

BASIC CPR AND AED TRAINING: On Sunday, May 21, 11:30 a.m. in our Fellowship
hall, we have an AED - Automated External Defibrillator. It can revive a person from
sudden cardiac arrest, if someone knows how to use it. So we’re going to learn how from
Dr. Rudy Hehn, St. Stephen member and longtime physician/teacher. All members,
visitors and guests are invited. Snack and lunch provided. RSVP to
sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com or call 850-385-2728.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
bttps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They’re at bttps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.
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