ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

DAY OF PENTECOST

May 23, 2021
10:00 a.m.



INTRODUCTION

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries
that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God'’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd
of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that
they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too
have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to
share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.

PRELUDE

(ﬁ

+ GATHERING +

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P Alleluia! Christ is risen

Congregation (C)  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to
us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams
that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your
peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one,
risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with

the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the

world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to
proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

H

(

+ WORD +

C Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this
particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured ont upon the entire community of believers just as
Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears

witness to God’s activity in multiple langnages.

‘When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and
a tongue rested on each of them. *All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

‘Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. sAnd at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in
the native language of each. "ZAmazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? sAnd how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
'Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, *Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, "Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” =All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” »But others sneered and said, “They are filled

with new wine.”



“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. »Indeed,
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. “No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: *“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. #Even upon my
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy. “And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. »The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. >Then everyone who calls on

the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader »How manifold are your | works, O LORD!

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.

C »Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number,
living things both | small and great.

L »There go the ships | to and fro,

and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it.

C 2All of them | look to you
to give them their food | in due season.

L »You give it to them; they | gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.

C »*When you hide your face, | they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust.



L »You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created;

and so you renew the face | of the earth.

C 1May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.

L 2You look at the earth | and it trembles;

you touch the mountains | and they smoke.

C »] will sing to the LORD as long | as I live;
I will praise my God while I | have my being.

L *May these words of | mine please God.
I will rejoice | in the LORD.

C »Bless the LORD, | O my soul.
Hal- | lelujah!

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27

By pouring the Holy Spirit into onr hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so that we
await God'’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our
weak human hearts to God.

2We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; »and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. »#For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? »But if we hope for what we do

not see, we wait for it with patience.

xLikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. “And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.



Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL:  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and describes
the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.

p The holy gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] »“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. #You also are to

testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

o] did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. sBut now I
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “‘Where are you going?” <But because
I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. ‘Nevertheless

I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. *And when he comes, he

will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: *about sin,



because they do not believe in me; vabout righteousness, because I am going to the Father
and you will see me no longer; "about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been

condemned.

2“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. #*When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. “He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. =All that the Father has is

mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 401 Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (vs. 1-3)
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NICENE CREED

P Let us confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

OFFERING HYMN 870  We Praise You, O God (vs. 1)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING HYMN 396  Spirit of Gentleness
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DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

p Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial

Thanks be to God.
++ +
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FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
BY RON AND RUTH HARTUNG,
DEDICATED TO JAKE HARTUNG,

BIRTHDAY BOY, LANDSCAPE ARTIST,
WILDERNESS EXPLORER, GENTLE SOUL
AND ALL-AROUND GOOD MAN.

Calendar for May 23 - 30

May 23 Sun.  10:00 a.m. Worship, Day of Pentecost
26 Wed. Noon Bible Study (on]ine)
30 Sun.  10:00 am Worship with communion, The Holy Trinity

Next Sunday’s Readings, The Holy Trinity: 7

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-5-30/0
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Serving May 23 May 30
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Lector Chris Reece Vivien Muchuruza
Counters Rob Schiffer Audrey Post

Susan Warren Billie Reardon
PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor); being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Jamie Ann Meyers (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend
of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer (brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon

Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod councilmember); child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of

Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personal,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

US, including those “unaccounted for”.

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).



Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers

cases involving the LGBTQ community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available in the narthex.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you

can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

