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INTRODUCTION  

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount 

Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within 

and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. 

Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with 

these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that 

we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.  

  

PRELUDE 

  

 

The assembly stands.   

 

 + GATHERING +   

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by 

 whose speaking we are given new life. 
  

Congregation (C) Amen. 

  

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, 

holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with 

Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and 

in them we are born anew. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

  

P Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters 

that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to 

you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new 

creation. 
  

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness 

 to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

  

 



P Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring 

peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

GATHERING HYMN  400 God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 

 

 



GREETING 
  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

P Let us pray. 
  

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us 

your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 

judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, 

your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C Amen.  

  

The assembly is seated.   

 

  

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

 

  



 

 

 

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:1-21 
  

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy 

Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem 

for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
  

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 

a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 

the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 

we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 

  

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is 

what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I 

will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my 

slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 

blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 



 PSALM:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b   We sing the psalm in response to the first reading. 

  

  

 

Leader  24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.  

 

C  25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 

  living things both | small and great. 

 

L 26There go the ships | to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 

 

C  27All of them | look to you 

  to give them their food | in due season.  

 

L 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 

 

C  29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 

  

L 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 

  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 

 

C  31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 

  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  

 

L 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 

 

C  33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 

 

L 34May these words of | mine please God. 

  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 

 

C  35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 

  Hal- | lelujah!  



Spoken after the Psalm is sung: 
  

C Amen. 

  

  
  

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
  

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created 

diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of 

all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the 

common good. 

  

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who  

activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for  

the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of  

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one  

Spirit. 

  

R The Word of the Lord. 

  

C Thanks be to God.   

 

 

The assembly stands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
  

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

  

P The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  

 

P The gospel of  the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

The assembly is seated. 

  

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.  

  

  

The assembly stands.   

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 401 Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (vs. 1, 3-5) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 

  

  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God. 
  

Congregational response:  Your mercy is great.  

   

PEACE 
  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
  

The people greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace. 

   

  

The assembly stands.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

+ MEAL +   

  

OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  

  

 

ANTHEM "Spirit Blowing Through Creation"   Haugen 

  

Spirit blowing through creation, 

Spirit burning in the skies, 

Let the hope of your salvation fill our eyes; 

God of splendor, God of glory, 

You who light the stars above, 

All the heavens tell the story of your love. 

  

As you moved upon the waters, 

As you ride upon the wind, 

Move us all, your sons and daughters deep within; 

As you shaped the hills and mountains, 

Formed the land and filled the deep, 

Let your hand renew and waken all who sleep. 

  

(Refrain) 

Spirit renewing the earth, renewing the hearts of all people; 

Burn in the weary souls, blow through the silent lips, 

come now awake us! Spirit of God. 

  

Love that sends the rivers dancing, 

Love that waters all that lives, 

Love that heals and holds and rouses and forgives; 

You are food for all your creatures, 

You are hunger in the soul, 

In your hands the brokenhearted are made whole. 

  

 



All the creatures you have fashioned, 

All that live and breathe in you, 

Find their hope in your compassion, strong and true; 

You, O Spirit of salvation, 

You alone, beneath, above, 

Come, renew your whole creation in your love.  

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870  (vs. 1 ) 
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious  

 resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

 take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

 eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

 resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and  

 archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

 hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

   

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If you prefer to receive the wine or 

juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the 

rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

  

  

COMMUNION HYMNS 402 Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ 
  

 399 O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 
  

 407 O Living Breath of God  

  

The assembly stands. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

A Let us pray. 
  

 Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and 

this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your 

love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
  

C Amen. 

  

+ SENDING + 

  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the 

 Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

SENDING HYMN 396 Spirit of Gentleness 

   

  



 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
  

C Thanks be to God!   

  

 + + +  
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Calendar for May 28 - June 4 
  

May 28 Sun.  9:00 am Book study   

    9:30 am Choir practice 

   10:00 am Worship, Day of Pentecost 
  

June  4 Sun.   9:00 am Book study   

   10:00 am Worship, The Holy Trinity 

 *The office will be closed on Monday, May 29, in observance of Memorial Day. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 Next Sunday, Day of Pentecost: 
  

Acts 2:1-21  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  

John 20:19-23  

  

  

  

  
 

  

 ROB AND DONNA SCHIFFER DEDICATE TODAY’S 

ALTAR FLOWERS TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

AND IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR  

5 YEAR WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-5-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-5-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-5-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-5-28/0


 

SERVING TABLE 

Serving May 28 June 4 

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Assisting Minister Colleen Holdcraft Audrey Post 

Cup Minister Rita Ford Rita Ford 

Lector Judi Duffy Ceilia Greeley 

Altar Guild 
Rita Ford 

Martha Marky 

Rita Ford 

Susan Warren 

Counters 
Patricia Handschy 

Debee Meyer 

Margaret Bowers 

Patricia Handschy 

Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns:  Dottie Hinkle (with LSSNF), undergoing treatment for cancer;  

Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of encouragement; Angela Locke (friend of 

Audrey Post), for patience and strength; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she 

continues to recuperate; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing.  

  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); 

Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill 

& Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; 

Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend 

of Cassandra White).   

  

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura 

Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James 

Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris 

Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve). 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those 

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical 

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  



For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson. 

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all 

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs?  They’re at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters

