ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2022

10 A.M.

WE WELCOME XU HAN, GUEST MUSICIAN.



INTRODUCTION

1t is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of
the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy
baptism we become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the
gift of life forever with all the saints.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands.

(&

+ GATHERING +
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Congregation (C)  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless

God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his
family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these
waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate
of righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble
the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us
out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now
breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your
beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,

praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.

C Amen.
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show-ing all  your gen - tle way. Have mer - cy, Lord
prais - ¢s to your ho - ly mname. Have mer - cy, Lord.
in  our shep-herd’s lov - ing care. Have mer - cy, Lord
with your Spir - it’s liv - ing breath. Have mer - cy, Lord.
make us one, as you are one. Have mer ¢y, Lord.

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W, Stoldt, b. 1958

Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

Text © 2003 Augsbure Fortress.,

GREETING

P
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion




HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y

P Let us pray.

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S SERMON EQJ

(

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for
ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring

the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.

©vOne day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. "While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who

b

proclaim to you a way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to

come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

vBut when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. *When they had brought
them before the magistrates, they said, ““These men are disturbing our city; they

are Jews 2and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.” 2The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped

of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. »After they had given them a
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely.
»Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in
the stocks.

»About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. »Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains
were unfastened. #When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open,

he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. »But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”
»The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.
wThen he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” »They
answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
#They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. »At the same
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were
baptized without delay. #*He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and
he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.



Reader The word of the Lotrd.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 97  We pray the psaln: in response to the first reading.

Leader 'The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad.

C :Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, righteousness and justice are
the foundations of God’s throne.

L sFire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.

C +Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

L ’The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.

C ‘The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, and all the peoples see
your glory.

L ‘Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow

down before the LORD, all you gods.

C sZion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your
judgments, O LORD.

L *For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all
gods.
C vYou who love the LORD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints and

rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
L uLight dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.

C zRejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.
Amen.



SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

The ascended Christ, hidden from onr sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,”
with all who respond to this invitation.

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. =l
am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” +Blessed are
those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter
the city by the gates.

1wt 1s I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”” "The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. #The one who testifies to these things
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 2The grace of the Lord Jesus be

with all the saints. Amen.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL:  John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be

s0 identified with God means also to share in God's mission: to proclain the word that will bring others into

this same unity.

P The holy gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] »“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, zthat they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and 1
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 2The
glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, =I in
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. #Father, I desire that
those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which

you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
»“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you

have sent me. »I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love

with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY 482 I Come with Joy
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Sotithern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60138. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God, in_your merey,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.



OFFERING HYMN We stand and sing as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.
870  We Praise You, O God (vs. 1)
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we bless your ho - ly  name; glad  prais - es we  sing.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

p Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, " bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Text: Herbert F, Brokering. b, 1926
Music: THINE, Card I Schali. b 1929
Textond music © 1983 Aogsdurg Publisteng Howse, sdmin. Avpshurg Forness,

lift -cd  up.

lift -ed  high.
cv - cr - more.
at thy feast.
on - ly  thee.



DISMISSAL

P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
P Thanks be to God.
+++
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MARILYN LARSON DEDICATES TODAY’S
ALTAR FLOWERS TO
THE GLORY OF GOD

AND IN MEMORY OF FLEET PRIDE;,

WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS MAY 30.

Calendar for May 29 - June 5

May 29  Sun.  9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Seventh Sunday of Easter
June  3-5 Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly
5 Sun.  10:00 am Worship w/ communion, Day of Pentecost

*The office will be closed on Monday, May 30, in observance of Memorial Day.




Next Sunday’s Readings: Day of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Romans 8:14-17

Tohn 14:8-17 [25-27]

Serving May 29 June 5
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom Miller
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom Miller

Assisting Minister

Kirsten Ebbesen

Cup Minister Susan Warren Susan Warren
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Mark Bertolami
Altar Guild Caroline Collins Caroline Collins
Andrea Notley Andrea Notley
Counters Audrey Post Bob Eshleman
Billie Reardon Linda Eshleman

Announcements

Pastor Tom

Pastor Tom



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-6&eventDateId=0

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Carl Crawford, friend of Audrey Post, awaiting heart bypass surgery Debbie Suggs
(friend of Audrey Post), in treatment for breast cancer; Angela Locke (friend of Audrey Post),
prayers for patience and strength; Cindy Bowling (sister of Judi Duffy and Vicki Guttenplan),
recovering from being hit by a car; Beth Cully (friend of Judi Duffy), recovering from heart surgery;
Jon; Becky Button, cousin of Audrey Post, still hospitalized but on the long, slow road to recovery
six months after a horrific traffic crash between a golf cart and a truck ; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt)

for healing (both physical and emotional).

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd; Isabelle
Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary

Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart);
Sarah (friend of Cassandra White.

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan &
Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James Sablan (brother of
Donna Schiffer); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental health
difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the front lines
tighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel, EMTs, the millions
of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the US, including those

“unaccounted for”.
For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.
Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod Council, all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton; Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran

Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael, including
Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands continuing to recover
from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all those migrants and asylum seekers
imprisoned by the US government; the people of Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong
Kong; the people in the Sudan, especially in Darfur; for the Supreme Court as it considers cases
involving the LGBTQ community.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St.
Stephen songs? They're at hitps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2022: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2022 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.



