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SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2024 

10 A.M. 

We welcome Pr. Candace McKibben. 
  

 

 



INTRODUCTION 
 

Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all. God delivered the Israelites 

out of slavery, so they should observe this freedom with a day of rest. No one should work seven days a week; 

even slaves and foreigners should be able to rest. Yet human beings can turn even the most liberating religious 

practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing 

meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are to lead to restoration: the hungry being fed and the 

sick being healed. 

  

  

 PRELUDE 

 

 The assembly stands. 

+ GATHERING + 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of  manna, the God of  miracles, 

 the God of  mercy. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
  

  

Silence for reflection.  

 

P God, our provider, 
  

C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of  the world in which we live. We turn to  

 our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share 

with us the words of  eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

  

P Beloved people of  God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  

 nourished. By Jesus, the worker of  miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of  life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 
  

C Amen.  



GATHERING HYMN 532 Gather Us In 

 

 



GREETING 

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

P Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the oppressed, heal the sick, 

and make whole all that you have made. Look with compassion on the world 

wounded by sin, and by your power restore us to wholeness of life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

 

  

CHILDREN’S TIME  



 
 

 

 

+ WORD + 
  

First Reading: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
  

This portion of  the Ten Commandments instructs the Israelites to keep the sabbath. The Israelites are to 

rest, and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the foreigners living among them to do the same. 

They were once slaves, and so they are to treat their own slaves justly. 

  

12Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six 

days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD 

your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or 

female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of  your livestock, or the resident alien in 

your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that you 

were a slave in the land of  Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with 

a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to 

keep the sabbath day.  

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

PSALM: Psalm 81:1-10  We sing the psalm responsively. 

  

  

 

 

Leader  1Sing with joy to | God our strength 

  and raise a loud shout to the | God of Jacob.  

 

C  2Raise a song and | sound the timbrel, 

  the merry harp, | and the lyre.  

 

L 3Blow the ram’s horn at | the new moon, 

  and at the full moon, the day | of our feast; 

 

C  4for this is a stat- | ute for Israel, 

  a law of the | God of Jacob. 



L 5God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the | land of Egypt, 

  where I heard a voice I | did not know: 

 

C  6“I eased your shoulder | from the burden; 

  your hands were set free from the grave- | digger’s basket.  

 

L 7You called on me in trouble, and I de- | livered you; 

  I answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the  

  wa- | ters of Meribah. 

 

C  8Hear, O my people, and I will ad- | monish you: 

  O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 

 

L 9There shall be no strange | god among you; 

  you shall not worship a | foreign god. 

 

C  10I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the | land of Egypt. 

  Open your mouth wide, and | I will fill it.    

  

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

Amen. 

  

  

  

SECOND READING:   2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
  

When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of  Jesus Christ whom we 

proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God, not us, so that we persevere no matter what, 

trusting in God’s power and promises at work through us. 

  

5We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 

for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” who has shone 

in our hearts to give the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus 

Christ. 

 

7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 

power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life of  Jesus 

may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to 



death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of  Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So 

death is at work in us, but life in you.  

  

R The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The assembly stands.  

  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 2:23—3:6 
  

Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of  what is lawful on the sabbath and tells his critics that the 

sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way around. Healing the man with the withered hand is 

work that cannot wait until the next day. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the second chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

23One sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his  

disciples began to pluck heads of  grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they 

doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what 

David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of  food? 26He  

entered the house of  God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of  the  

Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his  

companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not 

humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of  Man is lord even of  the sabbath.” 



 

3:1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2They 

watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse 

him. 3And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to 

them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they 

were silent. 5He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of  heart 

and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was 

restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against 

him, how to destroy him.  

  

P The gospel of  the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

   

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. 

   

 

The assembly stands.  

  

  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 729 The Church of  Christ, in Every Age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

 the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

  

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 

 world. 

  
A brief  silence. 
  
A Guide your church to expressions of  faith that bring rest and release. Teach your 

 faithful people to be attentive to the spiritual, physical, and societal weariness of  

 our neighbors, that we proclaim your grace through tangible acts of  mercy and  

 justice. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

  

A Keep us mindful of  the rhythms of  nature as the days lengthen and the seasons 

 shift toward summer. Grant relief  to areas facing flooding or drought and bring 

 favorable weather for the flourishing of  crops, gardens, and orchards. Merciful 

 God, 

C receive our prayer. 

  

A Where there is affliction in our world, bring healing. Where world leaders are  

 perplexed, bring clarity of  vision. Give a spirit of  discernment to political advisors, 

 institutional researchers, economic analysts, and all vocations that inform the work 

 of  governments and policymakers. Merciful God, 
  



C receive our prayer. 

  

A Provide wholeness and respite to all who are weary: those who struggle in any way 

 and those who care for them. Strengthen first responders and health care workers 

 in their times of  exhaustion or frustration. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

  

A Stir our hearts toward abundant generosity among neighbors who experience  

 hunger and food insecurity. Bless feeding ministries and community food efforts, 

 especially community gardens, farmers markets, food pantries and Little Free  

 Pantries. Open both our hearts and our tables. Merciful God, 
  

C receive our prayer. 

  

A Let us offer other prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. Merciful God, 
  

C receive our prayer. 

  

A We remember the communion of  saints whose lives made visible the saving life of  

 Jesus Christ. Guide us by their example to embody the treasure of  your love for the 

 sake of  our world, until we come to our final rest in you. Merciful God, 
  

C receive our prayer. 

  

A Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of  the 

 Spirit and the love of  Jesus Christ. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

   

  

PEACE 
  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 
  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 



  

+ MEAL + 

 

 OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

  

 

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870  (versus 1) 
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

 places  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

 Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  

 glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

 choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

 name and join their unending hymn: 

  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

   

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

   

COMMUNION HYMNS 614 There Is a balm in Gilead 

  

 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
  

 468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 
  

  

    The assembly stands. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

A Let us pray. 
  

 Jesus, Bread of  life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 

 As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 

 your own life. In your name we pray.  
  

C Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING   We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P The blessing of  God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be up

 on you now and forever.  
  

C Amen. 

 

  

The assembly is seated.  

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 



SENDING HYMN  389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
  

C Thanks be to God!   

+ + + 
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Calendar for June 2 - 9 
  

June  2 Sun.   9:00 am Book study      

    10:00 am Worship, Second Sunday after Pentecost 
    

June  9 Sun.   9:00 am Book study      

    10:00 am Worship, Third Sunday after Pentecost  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*Lori will be out of the office from May 2-12.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Next Sunday’s Readings, Third Sunday after Pentecost: 
  

Genesis 3:8-15 

Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 With today’s altar flowers, 

Rob and Donna Schiffer celebrate 

their wedding anniversary! 

  

 

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-6-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-6-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-6-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-6-9/0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving June 2 June 9 

Assisting Minister Audrey Post Beth Alexander 

Cup Minister Beth Alexander Susan Warren 

Cantor Kirsten Ebbesen    

Lector Ceilia Greeley   

Acolyte Cup Minister - Graham Reece 

Tech Team 
Mark Greeley 

Audrey Post 
Colin Hackley 

Ushers 
Bob Eshleman 

Patrick Kennell  
  

Altar Guild 
Linda Eshleman 

Barbara Sullivan 
Billie Reardon 

Counters 
Janet Barber 

Susan Warren 

Billie Reardon 

Rob Schiffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Duffy, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, 
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor 
Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White    



 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

  

New concerns:  Katy Perdue (sister of Susan Warren) for COPD exacerbation; Becky 

Graves (friend of Ridy Hofer), diagnosed with cancer and undergoing chemotherapy; Doris 

Michel (sister of Dave Suhrweir), recovering from gall bladder surgery; Sue Berent (sister of 

Sharon Simmons) for comfort and peace at end of life; Wayne McCully (friend of Audrey Post), 

undergoing dialysis for kidney failure; Gladys Kane for continued healing. 

  

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik 

Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart);  

Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with  

primary immunodeficiency and Sjogren's syndrome.  

  

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Phil Williams; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon  

Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny 

(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna 

Schiffer); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl &  

Steve); Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Duffy); 

Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer). 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those on 

the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical  

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve  

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.  

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all  

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling 

Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, 

Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine; 

peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

  



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

  

 


