ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

June 6, 2021
10:00 a.m.



INTRODUCTION

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that be is
possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit
through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ.
Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With then we go forth in peace to do the will
of God.

PRELUDE
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+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor (P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the God of manna, the God of
miracles, the God of mercy.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, # the bread of life, you

are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 652 Built on a Rock (vs. 1, 3)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength

of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

H

(

+ WORD +

C Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes responsibility

Jor their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as

a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ.

s{Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden.’But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him,
“Where are you?” vHe said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” "He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” “The man said, “The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” “Then the
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
“The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have

2

serpent tricked me, and I ate.
done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will
strike his heel.”

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 130  We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader 1Out | of the depths
Icry to | you, O LORD;

C :0 LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.

L °If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LORD, | who could stand?

C ‘Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.

L 5] wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;

in your word | is my hope.

C ‘My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the
morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

L 'O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.

C sFor the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

C Amen.



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for us. So we do
not despair no matter what life might bring becanse we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God

promiises to bring us into eternal life.

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—*I believed,
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, #because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his
presence. sYes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more

people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day. "For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is

eternal.

siFor we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Reader The word of the Lotd.
C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-possessed can cast
out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

p The holy gospel according to Mark, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] »and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples]
could not even eat. #*When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 2And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” »And he
called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? »If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. »And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. #And if Satan has risen up against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s
house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house

can be plundered.

»“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter;
»but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of

an eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

*'Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” »And he replied, “Who are my mother and
my brothers?” »And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and

my brothers! sWhoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 684  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace (vs. 1-3)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: 1Lord, in your merey,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



OFFERING HYMN 870  We Praise You, O God (vs. 1)
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Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER, A, Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, # be
upon you now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING HYMN 543  Go, My Children, with my Blessing
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at pecace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”
Teat: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alw.
Music: AR HYD'Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:
C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share

their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God.
+++
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FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD

BY MARTHA MARKY AND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF RAY MARKY.

Calendar for June 06 - 13

June 6 Sun.  10:00 a.m. Worship, Second Sunday after Pentecost
9 Wed. Noon Bible study (online)

13 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Third Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Third Sunday after Pentecost:

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Mark 4:26-34
Serving June 6 June 13
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

Assisting Minister

Lector Gladys Kane Astrid van der mark

Altar Guild

Counters Bob Eshleman Margaret Bowers
Linda Eshleman Pepper Stewart

Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-6-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-6-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-6-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-6-13/0

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: The family of Jamie Ann Meyers, mourning her passing (friend of Cheryl
Stuart).

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor); being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer
(brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod councilmember); child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of

Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personal,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

US, including those “unaccounted for”.

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurtricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers

cases involving the LGBTQ community.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS are available in the narthex.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

